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Learning Mornings 

Our next Learning Morning in Reception is Thursday 3 November when parents are warmly invited to watch their children taking part in 

early number activities. Come and see your child at work, talk to staff and get some ideas!   

Holidays 

Please remember that we cannot authorise holidays for any reason. We will consider authorising absence for the following exceptional 

circumstances only: attending a funeral, hospital appointments and compassionate leave. In all instances a maximum of 2 days will be 

authorised as we strongly believe that being at school benefits children, even when there are difficult external circumstances. Prior 

instances of exceptional leave and current attendance will also be considered when making a decision. 

In all instances where a child is absent from school for more than 7 consecutive school days parents will be texted on the 8th day  

requesting them to attend an attendance meeting upon the child’s return. At this meeting doctor’s medical notes will be requested and 

if there is no medical reason for the absence then parents will be requested to enter into a Parenting Contract. In extreme  

circumstances, where the issue cannot be resolved through a Parenting Contract, the school will refer the matter formally to the  

County Attendance Team and, where necessary, legal proceedings will be instigated. 

Lunchtimes 

Huge thanks goes to our fantastic team of Lunchtime Supervisors. There is a wonderful atmosphere at lunchtimes both in the lunch hall 

and outside on the playground and field. Looking around, our children are so busy and there is so much going on that there’s no time to 

get up to mischief! Special thanks must go to Mrs Bushell who organises everything calmly and cheerfully. Many of our supervisors also 

assist with learning during the day and so their days are, literally, non-stop. Others come in especially to look after our children and to 

keep them safe. Thank you, all! 

Target Books 

Thank you to all parents who have returned their children’s Target Books to school. These are intended as a means of communication; 

to ensure that you are aware of the current targets that your child is working towards and class teachers will tick them as they are 

achieved. Any support or encouragement is gratefully received. 

Words of the Week 

We’re trying to get children to be more curious about words, so I thought I’d set the ball rolling with a new regular feature. Food is a 

priority in my life and I’m always ‘hungry’ but of course that word doesn’t always do it justice! So this week’s words are famished, 

starving and peckish. Which is the odd one out? 

Mrs Hobbs 

We all wish Mrs Hobbs well as she begins maternity leave this week and will miss her warm and friendly manner. We look forward to 

welcoming her back to St Leonard’s soon and at the same time we welcome Mr Stother to the school who will teach 3B for the  

remainder of the year.  

Half Term 

A reminder that next week is Half Term. We hope that all our children have a well-earned break and that families are able to spend 

some enjoyable time together. Monday 31 October is a staff Training Day so we look forward to welcoming children back to St 

Leonard’s on Tuesday 1st November. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

If any parents require more information on phonics then there 

are some fantastic links on the school website (in the Curriculum 

tab). Why not sit down with your child and get them to show 

you what we do? 

 
Focus on Year 4 

It has been a busy term in year 4 and the children have been studying the Anglo-Saxons. They have read a version of the tale of Beowulf 

and created their own horrible monsters to rival Grendel. One morning, it appeared that a monster had actually visited Miss Nicklin's 

classroom! The children investigated and it inspired them to write some amazing and truly terrifying setting descriptions, which have 

definitely given the teachers nightmares. In addition to this, they have been studying teeth and the human digestive system. They 

worked in teams to create large models to show what happens to our food after we eat it. This challenged the children to use their  

scientific knowledge and the learning powers of cooperation and perseverance. 

Focus on Year 6 

Year 6 have also become fascinated by the internal workings of the human body this term, especially the circulatory system and  

digestion.  It has given them a whole new perspective on exercise in PE lessons and the journey made by school dinners!  Their topic 

has been Rivers and they took a trip to the Burton Dassett Country Park, where they got extremely wet as it rained continuously from 

the moment they got off the coach.  Year 6 responded heroically to the challenge and their teachers were delighted with their high  

spirits and the excellent teamwork skills which they displayed.  Wednesday afternoons in school throb to the vibration of 60  

enthusiastic drummers, whilst RE provides a calm contrast as the children have contemplated the lives of the saints, particularly  

St Francis and St Luke, whose feast days are celebrated this month. 

Oops! 

Some of our younger children have had the chance to enjoy Barney Saltzberg’s wonderful book, Beautiful Oops. It shows how, just by 

having a piece of paper or card and some paint, you can spill or smear or smudge or tear and make something beautiful. What’s the 

most beautiful thing that you can think of? 

What we are doing! 

Friday 21st October: Term 1 ends at the usual time 

Monday 31st October:  School closed (INSET day) 

Tuesday 1st November:  Term 2 begins  

Thursday 3rd November: •Full Governors’ meeting 7pm 

                  • Early number learning morning for  

                  Reception parents 

Monday 7th November:  •  Nursery & Reception parents visit 

                                                   library 

                                              •PTFA ‘s AGM 8.0pm 

Tuesday 8th November:  KS1 parents visit library 

Wednesday 9th November: Lower KS2 parents visit library 

Thursday 10th November: Upper KS2 parents visit library 

Dates for your Diary 

Phonics 

 

The children will be having their Harvest Celebration on Friday 

afternoon. Please can you bring any donations into school on that 

day, non-perishable foods only please. The collection will then go 

to Banbury Foodbank. Many thanks in advance. 

Harvest 

The PTFA is holding its Annual General Meeting on 7 November, 

from 8.00pm to 9.00pm. It’s in the school hall and drinks and 

nibbles will be available. Please come along if you would like to 

support this group which arranges fantastic activities for our 

children. 

Parents, Teachers & Friends 

Association 

 

 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:   http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s Church 


