
Dear Parents/Carers,  

 We have had such a fun week in Reception!  Thank you so much to all the parents and 
children who brought in their pets.  We were lucky enough to learn about 2 gecko’s, a 
bearded dragon, a Siberian husky, a Staffordshire bull terrier, 2 rats, 2 Russian dwarf 
hamsters, a dwarf rabbit, a guinea pig and 2 fish!  The children loved hearing all about 
them and then had the opportunity to get closer to some of them afterwards.  Again thank 
you mums and dads for giving up your time.  As the children enjoyed this so much we decid-
ed to write a bit about what happened and remind ourselves by looking at photographs.  
The children did some brilliant writing.   

Some of your children have been enjoying making wands this week and pretending they can 
do magic, for example, turning Miss Kurek into a frog!!  The dressing up has also been popu-
lar especially with the girls dressing up as princesses.  Next week we have decided to con-
tinue along the magical theme and share a story called ‘The Three Wishes’.  We will also 
cover other, more traditional fairy tales too.   

Home learning:  

In phonics this week the snakes and ants learnt the new sounds ‘ng’ and ‘ai’.  Please look for 
these Jolly Phonics video’s on YouTube. 

The cats have been practicing their recently learnt digraphs and trigraphs and putting 
them into words for reading and writing.  Fish learnt the new digraphs oo, ar and or. 

Our maths focus this week has been adding.  We teach this very practically with objects, 
for example, we had a number of toy pets under a blanket and then more going to join 
them, how many altogether? We also used a car garage and drove some cars in then some 
more cars in, how many altogether?  Some children could then help the teacher write num-
ber sentences to match.  Practicing addition can be done in many ways at home - adding 2 
groups of soft toys together, adding 2 towers of building blocks, 2 sets of pens or using 
sweets to help encourage your child to add 2 groups then letting them eat them after-
wards!  Have fun! We look forward to seeing your children adding sets of things together 
on Tapestry.   

Don’t forget this excellent phonics website - http://www.starfall.com/n/level-a/learn-to-
read/load.htm?f.   It will help with saying the sounds correctly, lending for reading and 
segmenting for spelling. 

Friday 3rd February 2017 

Reminders… 

 School finishes for half term 
Friday 10th February at 3.15pm. 

  We have had some lovely pictures and comments 
on Tapestry the last couple of weeks.  Its great to 
see pictures of children learning at home but also 
special times for them so that they can talk about 
these to the class.  This is great for their commu-

nication and language development.   

The Foundation Stage Team 

Star of the week… 

Haleema in Mrs Keyser’s class & 

Kuba in Miss Kurek’s class.   


