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From the Headteacher 

Family Learning 

The Confidence for Work course started yesterday. If you weren’t able to attend the first session, there are still three more planned, 

1.15-2.45 each Thursday. More and more parents are telling us that they are seeking work and this is a really good opportunity to    

develop your skills and your confidence.  Why not go with a friend ?  

Celebration Assembly 

Every Friday we end the week with our special Celebration Assembly where we share children’s achievements from the week. Next 

week we would like to make it extra special by inviting children to bring with them achievements from outside school. This could be a 

music or dance exam certificate, a sports trophy or a notable participation certificate. Our only stipulation is that it is relatively recent, 

from the last month or two.  

Learning Day 

There has been a change of date for our next Nursery Learning Day. Parents are invited to join us on Thursday 25 May between 8.30 

and 9.15 and 12.15 to 1.00 (and not on 11 May as previously advertised). 

Stay and Play 

We had our first Stay and Play session on Tuesday in the Diamond Building. It will be on every week from 8.45am, so if you have under 

3s please come and join us. Local parents and neighbours are also welcome as long as they are accompanied by a tot! Cost is £1 per 

family which includes squash and fruit. 

Jewellery 

A reminder that children should not be wearing earrings in PE lessons, including swimming. Ideally, children should not wear earrings to 

school on days when they have PE. Otherwise, they should be able to remove them, or they will need to put plasters over them. Long 

hair should be tied back. 

Earrings should only be small studs. Please save  fashion-type earrings and hoops for weekends! 

Latest Craze 

Please can we ask that children leave fidget spinners at home and do not bring them into school. Enjoy them at home with your mums 

and dads! 

 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

Focus on Year 6 

What a hugely busy time it is for Year 6 as they prepare for their SATs. They start this coming Monday with the Reading Comprehension 

test, followed by Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling on the Tuesday. There are then three Maths tests: one on arithmetic and two  

involving reasoning. The tests are then sent off for external marking with each child receiving a scaled score, comparing them to the 

national average of all children. Last year, all children who achieved a score of between 100 and 109 were deemed to be working at the 

Expected Standard (ES) whilst those who achieved a higher score were working at Greater Depth within the expected standard (GDS). A 

score of 99 or below is graded as being Working Towards the expected standard (WTS). 

During SATs week breakfast will be provided for all children who would like it, from 8.00am. It’s important that children have a good 

night’s sleep so that they can do their best. We are very proud of all the hard work that our children have put in and are sure that they 

will do themselves proud. 

Year One 

Year One have had an incredibly busy week which has included a visit to Banbury Museum to learn about life in Victorian times and 

particularly Victorian toys. They have also attended a multi-skills sports festival at Banbury Academy with lots of other schools where 

they have tried their hand at all sorts of things, including archery. 

What we are doing! 

 

Governors recently took the decision to offer 30 hour Nursery 

places from September. Many local settings will only be     

offering the universal 15 hour entitlement but we feel it is   

important to support parents around their work by offering the 

extended entitlement. To be more responsive to need we will 

also be changing our opening hours so that we can offer Wrap 

Around Care from 7.30am to 6.00pm. Wrap Around hours will 

be chargeable at £5 per hour and will be provided by Nursery 

staff, completely separate to FAST. If you are interested in a 

Nursery place for September or indeed anytime during the next 

school year please contact Mrs Keane for more details. There 

are a small number of places available for Rising 3s. 

 

Friday         23 June:        Early Years Sports Day  

Friday         30 June:       Sports Day 

Ein-

Monday     8 May:            Year 6 SATs Week  starts 

Tuesday     9 May:            Stay and Play 8:45am  

Friday      19 May:             Non-unform day for Christian Aid      
           Week 

Thursday 25 May:            Nursery Phonics Learning Day 8.30-9.15 

Thursday 25 May:            Year2 trip to Cadbury’s World  

Friday      26 May:             Year 3 and 4 Kingswood trip                

Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

 

Hello, my name is Poppy and I’m the school guinea pig (and I’m 

a BOY before you ask!). I live in a hutch by the Nursery and I  

never have a queue of visitors like Ronaldo does! What’s he got 

that I don’t have?! Personally I’ve always found him a little    

hard-nosed and cold, likely to withdraw into his shell at any  

moment. Guinea pigs, on the other hand, are out-going, cute 

and fluffy, even if I do say so myself, and so easy to look after. I 

have lots of wonderful children who help to feed me, give me 

water and keep my bed nice and clean. I like to watch the      

children play and this week there was lots of excitement as they 

planted sunflowers ready for the summer. I hope that they    

remember to put me out in my ‘run’ soon! 

….Continued  

 Nursery Poppy Patter 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s Church 


