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From the Headteacher

Attendance
We had two classes with identical attendance in Key Stage Two last week: Mrs Pratley’s and Miss McKenna’s classes both had 98.61%
and share the attendance trophy. Mrs Elson’s class won Attendance Ted with 98.53%. Well done!
Building Learning Power
This week in assembly we have revisited our Learning Powers and reminded ourselves how they can help our brain grow and make new
connections in learning. The Learning Powers are: Don’t Give Up, Concentrate, Enjoy Learning, Have a Go, Use Your Imagination, Keep
Improving, Be Curious and Be Co-operative.
We have launched a competition for two more Learning Powers and will choose one from each of Key Stage One and Key Stage Two
before the end of term.
APE
Do not be alarmed if you hear about children going APE at school! It’s all part of our strategy to improve reading results. Children are
asked to Answer the question, to Prove it by finding evidence from the text, and to Explain their reasoning. Try it at home; don’t just
ask closed questions, ask open questions which require reasoning. Many questions in Key Stage Two involve children developing
inference skills and reading between the lines from the information given.
School Values
I have been dismayed recently that a very small minority of our parents have been unpleasant to each other on and around the school
premises. Please can I respectfully ask that all adults adhere to the school values of love, respect and responsibility whilst at school and
model the types of positive behaviour which we would wish our children to see. Many thanks in advance.
Leavers’ Disco
Tickets go on sale next week for the ‘Leavers’ Disco’, which is on Thursday, 13 July. As previous there will be separate discos for Key
Stage One and Key Stage Two and tickets will be on sale both before and after school from next Thursday.

Summer Fete
Don’t forget that the Summer Fete is next weekend, on Saturday, 8 July. There is a Cowboy Hat competition so either make a hat or
bring in a design in order to enter. There will be two prizes for the winning entries – one for Key Stage One and one for Key Stage Two.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors
In September some of our children will be trained as Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, helping to set a good example and to tell others
about bullying. Mrs Debus will tell the children more in assembly on Monday but we would like current Year 5 children in particular to
apply for the job, writing a letter to explain why they would be a good candidate. Other children may apply if they wish to.

What we are doing!

NewlyWeds
Year 2 have been working with local food manufacturer, Newly Weds and were asked to design a
new type of fish finger. Our feedback was that the standard of designs was ‘exceptional’ and the
company visited school to make and serve the winning entries to the children. Well done to the
winners, Declan and Brook, whose designs were, respectively, a cod stingray and a salmon and
pasta bake fishcake. I can tell you that they tasted exceptional too!
Steamer Point
Year 5 had an amazing visit on Wednesday and it was a day to remember as a quarter of our
children had never been to the seaside before! Despite the rain everyone was in high spirits as they
arrived in Dorset and the children explored the beach, made sand castles and paddled in the sea.
Ayanda enjoyed collecting shells from the beach, Daisy and Jessica collected clam shells, and
Ameen loved skimming stones in the sea—his record was three bounces! The children walked along the coastline, looking at erosion
ready for their first Year 6 topic on Rivers and Coastal erosion. They all had an ice cream before returning home!
Fiver Challenge
The Fiver Challenge was a huge success and the junior playground was like a mini Brick Lane market yesterday with children selling
gifts, plants, books, stationery and food and drink of all different varieties, much of it home-made. Having started with £150 between
them they raised £442.32 in total, giving an overall profit of £ 292.32. Thank you to everyone who supported the event and especially
to Miss McKenna for organising. The trickiest part now is deciding how to spend their money…!
Sports Day
A huge thank you to everybody who supported our Sports Day. The children enjoyed a great day of sport, culminating in the
competitive races in the afternoon. There were lots of amazing performances.
Rounders
Ten of our Year 4 children took part in a Banbury rounders tournament this week. They played brilliantly and came third out of eight
schools. Thank you to Miss Nicklin and Miss Packham for taking them.

Dates for your diary...

Monday 3 July

Banbury Academy and BGN
transition day begin

Tuesday 4 July

Y1 Sea Life Centre trip

Thursday 6 July

Year 4 Egyptian Museum 2.45pm

Friday 7 July

Y6 visit to Oxford museums

Saturday 8 July

PTFA summer fete 11.00-2.00 pm

Thursday 13 July

PTFA leavers disco

Monday 17 July

Year 6 production 7.00pm

… Continued
Tuesday 18 July

Year 6 production 2.00pm

Wednesday 19 July

Matilda trip London

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

