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Attendance
Please find attached a letter regarding attendance from the Banbury District Schools, signed by 4 local secondary schools and 9
primaries. The letter sets out the importance of good attendance at school once again and the target across the district is to equal the
national average of 96% for the year, which equates to less than 7 days absence in a year.
Last year 36 children had attendance below 90% which means missing over 10% of school, or 20 days per year. 13 children were below
85% (missing more than 30 days – 6 WEEKS!!) and this seriously impacts upon a child’s learning. We are unable to authorise holidays in
school time.
School Values
This term’s school value is Love. To illustrate what Love looks like at St Leonard’s we use a Bible verse “Love is patient, Love is
kind” ( 1 Corinthians 13:4 ). Patient endurance and long-suffering are hallmarks of a loving character. What better way to describe
being a parent? (or a teacher come to that!). We encourage our children to be patient and kind with each other at school.
Community Questionnaire
A big thank you to everyone who has returned the Community Questionnaire. Your views are important to us and there is another
week to respond, either via your class teacher or using the postbox in reception.
St Leonard’s Church
Reverend Sue is always a popular visitor to school. During the year all classes visit Church and we have Harvest, Christmas, Easter and
end of year celebrations, as well as regular Holy Communions. I’ve always thought what a difference it would make to the life of the
Church if each of our families were to attend a Sunday service just once a year. Spread out through the year that would be about 8
families per week; imagine all that young life in Church each week! This Sunday, 17 September, our choir is contributing to the Harvest
Festival at 10am and we hope that some of you will be able to attend.
Anti-Bullying
We had lots of interest from children in becoming Anti-Bullying ambassadors and were delighted by the quality of applications. After
careful thought three children were chosen: Isabelle, Megan and Yvonne, all Year Six, and they will now receive some training next
week at the New Futures Centre in Banbury. Together we will STOP bullying.
Kitchen
A huge well done to our kitchen staff who received a 5 Star Hygiene grading (again) in their inspection this week. Many thanks to Kate,
Julie, Sam, Ann and Anita.
Clubs
Don’t forget that lunchtime and after school clubs start next week. The Active Family Club, organised by Sanctuary Housing, will now
start after Half Term but will be worth the wait I’m sure.

.... Continued
Cross Country
The school held its Cross Country Championship on Tuesday, on a beautiful sunny morning. The winners were as follows: Girls Emma
(Y1,2), Summa (Y3,4) and Julia (Y5,6); Boys Noah (Y1,2), Kyle (Y3,4) and Jesse (Y 5,6). The top 10 of each race will now represent the
school at the Banbury Championships at Banbury Academy on Thursday 28 September, an event which we have won for the last four
years. No pressure!

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

What we are doing

Early Years
What an exciting time it is in Nursery with Mrs Keyser now taking the reins. Numbers are significantly up on last year and we have
started Wrap Around Care for our Nursery children too. We take children with both 15 hour and 30 hour funding and are able to
accommodate a small number of Rising 3s also. If you require a place in the next 12 months please register your interest with Mrs
Keane, our School Business Manager. Stay and Play is now on Wednesday mornings – any parents with toddlers are welcome, from
8.45am.
Reception
A huge welcome to our little ones as they enter Big School for the first time. There have been a few tears shed and one or two
tantrums, and that is just the parents! We are as excited as you are about this new step in your child’s life and want to get to know you
and your family as quickly as possible. Each child has a key worker who will be delighted to share your child’s achievements with you.
There will be lots of opportunities to come into school and share your child’s learning as the term progresses and please do see us if you
have any worries or concerns.
Phonics
Phonics is the governments preferred method for teaching reading and last year our Year One children achieved an 88% pass rate, well
above the national average. To help you understand what we do we have two phonics ‘events’ for you soon; both on Wednesday 27
September, one more informal in the afternoon at 2.30pm where the Year One children will show you themselves, and one without the
children in the evening at 6.30pm where you’ll have lots of time to ask questions. Parents of Reception children are also very welcome
to attend.
Canal trip
Both Year Two classes have visited Banbury Museum this week and travelled on a narrow boat. Museum staff commented upon the
impeccable behaviour of our children on both days; well done! If you would like to enjoy the canal yourself why not go to Banbury
Canal Day on Sunday 1st October?

Dates for your diary...

… Continued
Wednesday 27 September Phonics evening 6.30pm

Wednesday 20 September Stay and Play in Diamond Building

Thursday 28 September

Cross Country at Banbury Academy

Friday 22 September

Year 5 trip to Batsford Arboretum

Wednesday 4 October

Monday 25 September

Reception children become full-time

Clive Goddard author and book
signing

Monday 25 September

PTFA AGM 7:00pm

Tuesday 26 September

Readathon 2.30 pm ( parents
welcome)

Wednesday 27 September Phonics assembly for parents 2.30pm

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

