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Understanding Your Child
We are delighted to announce that staff and parents can now access an innovative ONLINE course about children, worth £39,
completely free of charge. Understanding Your Child is for parents, carers, and professionals caring for children aged 0-18 years. It looks
at brain development, play, styles of parenting, sleep, temper tantrums, communication and more and is based on the nationally and
internationally acclaimed face to face course offered by the Solihull Approach.
The course usually costs £39 per person. However using the coupon code in the letter attached you can register for your own account
and revisit the course as many times as you like this year without paying a penny. It doesn’t matter who you are, you will all learn
something, and many of our teachers are taking part. I have learned some brilliant tips for talking to my teenage daughter!
We are aiming for 75% take-up so once you have completed the course, let us know and when verified we will enter your name into a
prize draw. Once we have reached a target of 25% of parents (100 families) we will pick a name at random. If it is your name you will
win a £50 high street shopping voucher!!
SCIB
In the summer term a number of Banbury schools got together with the police to set up SCIB (Safeguarding Children In Banbury). The
aim is to safeguard children by teaching children age-appropriately ”I know how to keep myself safe from…”; providing information for
parents so that “I know how to keep my child safe from…”; and working with the wider Banbury community so that “We know how to
keep our community safe from…”The main issues to be addressed are substance abuse (many children suffer because of their parents’
substance abuse), online safety, and child sexual exploitation (which sadly has been an issue locally in both Oxford and Banbury).
School Car Park
Talking about keeping our children safe, once again can I please ask that parents refrain from driving into the school car park at the
beginning and end of the school day. Do not turn around in tight spaces outside the school gates or park on the yellow lines which are
there for your child’s safety. We will not tolerate parents who swear at and abuse our staff for any reason.
Community Questionnaire
Thank you to everybody who took the time to answer the questionnaire. In total we have had 17 responses so far, all very different yet
all with interesting points to make. I will attempt to address each of the questions and some of the responses over the coming weeks.
School Council
Congratulations to all our new School Councillors who were voted for by their peers this week. Children’s ideas are very useful in
shaping and improving school and Mrs Debus is looking forward to working with them all. Names of the Councillors are posted on the
school website.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Learning News

Reading
We are holding one of our Readathons next Tuesday, 26th September and this term we are inviting parents to attend as well. Starting at
2.30 you will go with your child to listen to a story and have a chance to see how the teacher does it; how they make it engaging and
what sort of questions they use. Just don’t fall asleep whilst you’re listening! There are phonics sessions for parents on Wednesday, at
2.30 and 6.30. Essential for anyone with children in Reception or Year 1.
Spellodrome
The Key Stage 2 children enjoyed a fantastic assembly this week where they had their first view of Spellodrome. Expectations of
children’s spelling is very high in the National Curriculum and we have purchased access to Spellodrome which is a website that all our
children can access from home; it even works on phones, anything with a weblink. Hopefully this will make Home Learning and
especially spelling more fun! You will receive individual log-on details very soon. Please see your class teacher in confidence if you are
not able to access the programme.
Target Books
We are once again sending home Target Books so that you are aware of some of the targets that children are working towards in their
learning. Two copies of targets will come home today- one for you to keep and one to sign and return to school.
Year 3 trip
Year 3 enjoyed their visit to Banbury Museum as part of their Topic work for this term. The children took part in a workshop that
involved being Banbury explorers for the morning: discovering the site of the original Banbury Cross; learning about the castle that gave
its name to Castle Quay; and seeing how the use of many buildings in Banbury has changed over time. They also got to examine objects
from history and try to work out what they were originally used for.

What’s On

Dates for your diary...

Year 7 Open Days for Year 6 children at local schools:

Monday 25 September

Reception children become full-time

Banbury Academy: 4th October 2017 no times given yet.

Monday 25 September

PTFA AGM 7:00pm

Blessed George Napier: 27th September 18:30-20:00

Tuesday 26 September

Readathon 2.30 pm ( parents
welcome)

28th September 09:00- 10:30
North Oxfordshire Academy: 5th October no times given yet

Wednesday 27 September Phonics assembly for parents
2.30pm

Warriner School: 3rd and 4th October 09:00- 13:00

Wednesday 27 September Phonics evening for parents 6.30pm

Chenderit School: 5th October 19:00- 21:00

Thursday 28 September

Cross Country at Banbury Academy

Wednesday 4 October

Clive Goddard author - book signing
after school

Wednesday 11 October

Open Day for September 2018 entry
9.30 am

Please refer to each school’s website for more information
regarding times and registering for the event. In some cases you
will need to let the schools know you are intending to visit, at
others you can just turn up.

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org
Pet Service 8 October, 10am .

