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Newsletter
From the Headteacher

Learning Morning
Our first Year One Learning Morning is next Thursday, 12 October at 9.00 am and the focus will be reading and writing, with lots of
ideas for what you can do to encourage and support at home. The Phonics resources used in last week’s phonics sessions for parents
are now on the school website via Information →Curriculum information →reading and phonics.
Active Children
Next week there will be a Football tournament for Year 3 and 4 children at Banbury Academy. Every week there is a free Parkrun event
in Spiceball Park – it’s a 5Km fun run, open to all. You need to register in advance and take along a barcode if you want your time to be
recorded http://www.parkrun.org.uk/banbury/ .
Books
Key Stage Two children really enjoyed the visit of author Clive Goddard and many had their books signed after school. The Book Fair
was a success too, entitling the school to £353 worth of books – thank you to everyone who attended.
A reminder that the school library is open each evening, except Friday, after school until 3.30. Writers of the term are JK Rowling and
Roald Dahl – you may even find some of Clive Goddard’s books too. Please pay us a visit, especially if you haven’t been for a while.

Parents’ Evening
Parents’ evenings are on October 16th and 17th and this year appointments can be booked online to make life easier for you. We really
hope to have 100% attendance, as this time is invaluable to find out more about your child and let you know how they are getting on at
school.
SCIB
We had lots of entries for our competition to design a logo for SCIB (Safeguarding Children In Banbury). The
winner was Tom in Year 6.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Dates for your diary ...

Wednesday 11 October

Open Day for September 2018 entry
9.30 am

Thursday 12 October

Year 1 Learning Morning 9.00am

Thursday 12 October

Year 5 Harvest Service 2.00pm St
Leonard’s Church

...Continued

Monday 16 October

Parents Evening 6.00-8.00pm

Tuesday 17 October

Parents Evening 3.30-6.00pm

Wednesday 18 October

School Photos

Monday 23 October to Friday 27 October Half Term break

Learning News

Adult Learning
Some of you will have benefited from Family Learning here at school and many of our families are currently enjoying a course on ‘Life in
the UK’. We are also very lucky to have Banbury and Bicester College on our doorstep. They provide all sorts of classes from ’Learning
for Leisure’ to GCSEs to Higher Education. A full guide can be found at http://www.banbury-bicester.ac.uk/guides-bb and what better
way to show your children that you value learning by learning too.

Maths Mastery

Thank you to the parents who attended our Maths sessions this week, although there were many less than with phonics. Does this
show that parents think that Maths is ‘scary’? At St Leonard’s we are committed to the ‘Mastery’ approach to Maths. We believe that
EVERYONE can do Maths with a ‘can do’ attitude, which is why it is so important for you as parents to encourage and model good
attitudes towards learning of number. This year we have moved away from ‘setting’ and now teach in mixed ability groups in all year
groups, allowing all children the chance to attempt challenging activities when they are able.
The presentation about Maths is on our school website and will help you to understand what we do (Information →Curriculum
Information → Maths at St Leonard’s). Please help us (and your children!) by practising core skills with them and building their
confidence. Encourage them to do Mathletics regularly, too, as this will make their recall of number facts more fluent.

Community Questionnaire

Question 2: What help or support could we offer that would make a difference to you as a parent? Answers to this were very varied.
Some wanted help with parenting and this year we are offering the online Solihull Approach ‘Understanding Your Child’ course, worth
£39, to help you. If you would like help with this we will be opening our ICT suite on Thursday mornings after half term for you to log on
and to work through the modules. Christina, our Children and Families Officer, will be on hand to talk through some of the issues if you
wish. The website address is www.inourplace.co.uk and our code is STLEONARDSSEP18.
Someone asked “What do we do if things go wrong?” We’d much rather that you tell us directly:
If it’s about learning or behaviour see your class teacher in the first instance.
If it’s about issues at home – routines, healthy eating, housing, parenting advice – see Christina who is in school from Tuesday to
Thursday each week.
If it’s about Special Educational Needs or Disabilities ask to speak with Mrs Philpott, our SENDCo.
If it’s about Safeguarding and your child is at risk of harm ask to speak with Mr Blackwell, or Miss Moon.

Macmillan
St Leonard’s Church
The staff had some fun last week with their own Bake Off competition
for Macmillan. I had the unenviable task of sampling all the goodies and
the winner was the stunning malteser cake above – well done to our
Master Baker, Mrs Debus (not competitive, you understand!). In all,
£322.36 was raised for charity and a big thank you to Mrs Mallarky for
organising.

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org
Pet Service 8 October, 10am .

