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New Nursery
How exciting it was to arrive back at school to see our new Nursery in place! Delivered in 5 pieces and dropped into position by crane
over half term, work is now continuing apace inside and we were allowed our first viewing this week. A little like a Tardis, it feels bigger
inside and is full of light. Hopefully work will be completed by the end of November giving us a building that we can be really proud of.
Attendance
Well done to the 206 children who achieved 100% attendance in Term 1, 17 more than last year. A further 72 children achieved above
96% and they will all receive an attendance sticker reward. As a school we achieved 96.29% for the term, a new record! Don’t forget
there are prizes for the best class. Miss Glenn’s Year 2 class won the £50 Key Stage One award for the term with 98.39%.
Mrs Nottingham and Miss Moon’s Year 6 class won the prize for Key Stage Two with 97.85%.
Parent Questionnaire – October 2017 (based upon 96 replies)
A big thank you to everybody who responded to the recent questionnaire and the results are attached. It is very encouraging to see
how positive the vast majority of parents are and this was mirrored in conversations our Governors had with some of you on Parents
Evening.
There are still improvements to be made and not everyone is yet aware of how we deal with bullying, though 98% of children do know
who to speak to if they have a problem at school which is a brilliant first step. We use the acronym STOP (Start Telling Other People) to
get children to tell us about issues AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.
Understanding Your Child
We also asked you if you had started the Understanding Your Child course. One parent said “yes I have, and it’s good and has helped a
lot”. Another, who was halfway through, said that it’s changed the way that they have asked their child to do something (to good
effect!) If you need Internet access or would like to talk about the course or would just rather do it with friends, please remember that
we are opening our ICT suite on Thursday mornings from 8.45 am for you to have a go.
Assembly Themes
This term our school value is Respect. We will be learning about ‘Neighbourliness’ and community, and showing respect for others
through Anti-Bullying week and Remembrance Sunday. As December arrives we will find out about Advent and the Christmas story.
Poppy Appeal
A range of poppies, slap bands and other merchandise is available at school all next week in support of the Royal British Legion.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website:
http://saintleonards.org

What we are doing

Year Two
We had 20 parents visit us for the Year Two Learning Morning on Wednesday. It was lovely to see you all supporting phonics, spelling,
maths and writing and showing an interest in your children’s learning. Thank you.
Anti-Bullying Week
Next week the school is holding its Anti-Bullying Week. The theme this year is “All Different, All Equal” and our Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors will be contributing to assemblies. Each class will be doing activities to support their thinking and learning about Bullying
and we ask children to dress in blue on Friday 10 November to show their support for stopping the sadness which bullying causes. The
whole school will gather in the playground in the afternoon and hold hands in a huge circle and say the school prayer together.
Tag Rugby
Before half term St Leonard's took part in the Banbury Schools' Year 5 and 6 tag rugby tournament.
In total, there were 199 children participating in 21 teams from 13 local schools, so it was quite an event. We had teams in both
competitions, the Cup and the Plate.
Our Cup team won 2 out of 5 matches qualifying them for the quarter finals where they lost to Hanwell Fields. The Plate team won two
and drew two of their matches and qualified for the final round-robin, where they finished runners-up just behind Hill View.
Both teams did well and showed courage, commitment and sportsmanship, and lived out the values of our school in full. We were very
proud of you.
For anyone interested, there are playing opportunities for children on Sunday mornings at Banbury RFC. Details are on their website.

Dates for you diary

Tuesday 7 November

Reception Learning Morning 9.00am

Tuesday 7 November

Children Singing for Children 7.00pm

Wednesday 8 November

Early Years Open Day for September
2018 entry 9.15pm

Thursday 9 November

Year 5 and 6 Netball tournament
Banbury Academy

Friday 10 November

Dress in blue for Anti-Bullying Week

Monday 13 November

Year 5 and 6 Stackpole residential

Friday 17 November

Children In Need Spotacular

Thursday 23 November

Year 3 Learning Morning 9.00am

Friday 24 November

PTFA Christmas Fair 3.00-5.00pm

Christmas Fun !

It’s almost THAT time of year again and just to get us in the mood
the PTFA is holding its annual Christmas Fair, on Friday 24
November, from 3.00 to 5.00pm. A chance to have some early
Christmas fun, maybe buy some presents, possibly get a glimpse of
the Big Man himself…! The following day, Saturday 25 November,
it is St Leonard’s Church Bazaar and Christmas Craft Fair from
2.00-4.00pm.

