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From the Headteacher

Helping Others

Thank you to everybody who contributed last week to raising £291.70 for Children In Need. We now have 100 Purple 4 Polio pens for
sale at reception for £1 each courtesy of Banbury Rotary Club. All money goes to help eradicate the polio virus — so far this year there
have only been 12 cases in the whole world!

Year 3 Learning Morning

Huge thanks to all the parents who attended yesterday’s Learning Morning. Even though they’re now ‘Juniors’ the children still love
showing you their learning. Thank you, again.

Prayer Space

Following last year’s very successful event we are hosting another Prayer Space at school, in the library. All children will have a chance
to visit as part of their RE and it will be a chance to have some quiet time for reflection. Activities are interactive and
thought-provoking, based around the themes of community, saying thank you for what we’re grateful for, saying please to change
something in the future and asking for help with forgiveness. Why not have a look for yourself whilst visiting the library after school
next week?

Maths Mastery
They say that we learn:

10% of what we read, 20% of what we hear, 30% of what we see, 50% of what we see and hear, 70% of what we say and 90% of what

we say and do.

Maths Mastery gives children lots of time to use practical equipment and to ‘do’ things. They are encouraged to explain their reasoning
and to ‘support or challenge’ the views of others, even their teachers! This is proving to be a wonderful way of deepening children’s
understanding as they have to say, for example, why they support that 101 x 5 = 505 or why they challenge that 12 x 9 = 100. By
explaining their reasoning they are building deeper understanding which will help them when it comes to problem solving later on. The
approach relies on children knowing their core skills and number facts so please carry on supporting the use of Mathletics at home!

Best wishes,

Neil Blackwell

St Leonard’s Church

As part of our drive to encourage children to be more active we
are taking part in WOW — Walking Once a Week to school. We
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website: have given out the first badges this week and there is a different
badge to collect each month. Children who normally travel by car

http://saintleonards.org : .
can ‘Park and Stride’ once a week too but please walk with them

to ensure that they are safe. One advantage should be less
congestion around the school gates!




What we are doing

Stackpole

On Monday 13th November, an intrepid group of explorers from year 5 and 6 set off for a week of adventures in Stackpole,
Pembrokeshire with Mrs Lacey, Mr Clark, Mrs Dunwoody and Mr Hummer. They took part in adventurous activities such as rock
climbing, a coastal walk, biking, canoeing, rock-pooling and orienteering as well as helping to conserve parts of the Stackpole Estate by
completing a group Beach Clean and removing brambles and ivy that were overgrown. We were incredibly lucky with the weather and
they had time to visit no less than 4 beaches. As part of the trip, the children have completed three-quarters of the John Muir award
(visiting, exploring and conserving a wild place) and we will be doing some follow up work on this in school to share our experiences
with other children. Look out for photographs from the visit going on display in the main foyer of school, in the new year.

Cross Country

Nearly 40 children represented St Leonard's at the regional cross country final on Monday afternoon at Sibford School. Having won the
area cross country competition a number of times, we were excited to be able to attend this event.

KS1 boys and girls were very enthusiastic (as well as being extremely well behaved) and not only ran as fast as they could, but also
cheered on all the other competitors, showing great sportsmanship!

We also had some excellent performances from the Upper KS2 girls and boys teams. Overall, our teams achieved a 3rd, 4th, 5th and a
6th place in the competition.

I am really proud of the range of PE and sporting opportunities that we are able to give our children at St Leonard’s: we offer a wide
number of sports clubs and activities, both at lunchtimes and after school, as well as providing games and activities at break times. We
have a team of Year 6 sports leaders, who help run activities for younger children too. Our aim is to encourage children to do at least
30 minutes of activity every day.

Next term, we will be offering some new after school clubs run by Ignite Sports (including Quidditch!). Please look out for the Clubs
Letter next term, which will list all of the clubs available.

Mrs Nottingham (PE Leader)

Dates for your diary Golden Ticket

Each term we have a raffle
Friday 1 December Christmas decoration day draw for children who have
read at least 3 times a week
Monday 4 December Bag2School collection until 4pm at home. Each week that
Tuesday they do this they receive a
raffle ticket, so the more
Tuesday 5 December Pantomime Chipping Norton that they read the greater
chance of winning they
Wednesday 6 December School Christmas Dinner have. Last term’s winners
received their treat last
Thursday 7 December PTFA Christmas disco week, with a well deserved visit to the cinema to see Michael
KS16 : 20: 30 Bond’s Paddington 2. I’'m not sure who enjoyed it the most — the
KS27 : 485 45 children or Mrs Keyser !
Monday 11 December Christmas carols around the
Christmas tree

Tuesday 12 December Nursery Christmas productions
10.00 and 2.00




