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Welcome Back 

A warm welcome back to school for what is always a busy term. Last term ended on a real high with our production of Out of the 
Woods and the cast looked amazing. Our children also provided the work for an Easter garden at St Leonard’s Church! 

                   

SATs 

It’s an especially busy term for some of our children this term as they have the Statutory Assessment Tests (SATs). Dates are as follows 
so please avoid absences during this period for any reason. 

Year 2 – Wednesday 9 May to Friday 18 May   

Year 6 – Monday 14 May is Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
Tuesday 15 May is reading comprehension 
Wednesday 16 May is mental arithmetic and maths reasoning 
Thursday 17 May is maths reasoning  

 
Year 1 – phonics screening tests are w/c 11 June 
 

Years 3, 4 and 5 will also be tested during the summer term as we consider how best to group the children for next year. Reception  
children will continue to be assessed against the Early Learning Goals. 
 

Attendance 

Whole School attendance was a pleasing 95.69% last term which keeps us on-track to meet the Banbury School Partnership target of 
96%. Particular congratulations are due to the 183 children who had 100% attendance during Term 4 and the 203 children who are 
above 96% for the year since September. There is still scope for others to catch up if attendance is above 96% for the rest of the year!  

The winners of the £50 Governors Attendance Award were 2B (Miss Glenn) with 96.56% and 4B (Miss Nicklin) with a sensational 

98.37%. Well done and we hope that you enjoy your treats. 

On a sadder note we have had to write to a number of families giving Penalty Notice Warnings regarding unauthorised absences from 

school and we WILL refer families to the County Attendance Team if we feel that this is in the best interests of the child. Poor          

attendance, where it is not backed up by medical evidence, is often an early indicator of safeguarding concerns and/or wider issues in 

the family.  

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



                Learning Journeys  

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  website:     

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

       
Monday 23 April  PTFA meeting 7.00pm at school 

Tuesday 24 April  Neil Griffiths, author visit – parents 

    welcome 

Thursday 3 May  Nursery Open Day 9.30 am 

Wednesday 9 May  Growth Mindset and Learning Powers 

    for parents 6.30 pm 

Monday 14 May  SATs week begins for Year 6 

Monday 14 May  Christian Aid Week 

W/c 21 May   Aspirations Week 

                                       

 

There are some fantastic topics this term. Aye, Aye Captain!  Year 1 are learning about Pirates and Christopher Columbus— the sea     
shanties have started already! Year 2 are taking One Small Step and finding about Neil Armstrong’s moon landing and Tim Peake’s 
space travel. Year 3 are investigating all things Italian (which seems to largely involve eating pizza!). Year 4 are delving into                
mummification and the Book of the Dead. Year 5 have gone Greek – myths, Olympics and lots of Maths. Year 6 are learning about WW2 
and the Blitz in between the odd bit of SATs revision! Full details are in the Learning Journey attached. 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 
 

 
There are three big events planned for this term: the Summer 
Fete, a Movie Night and a Campout. The PTFA is meeting at 
school this Monday, 23 April at 7.00pm to plan the Summer Fete 
and we need as many people to attend as possible. Everyone is 
welcome; one idea is for a World Cup theme with international 
food stalls so please come along and have your say! 

PTFA  

                                                                                   Understanding Your Child 

 

This term is your last chance to access the free course Understanding Your Child www.inourplace.co.uk  . 
Just go to the link and apply the code: STLEONARDSSEP18  . 

 

Over the course of the term I will provide you with some edited highlights from the course. 

For example, by what age does a child’s brain have as many connections as an adult? The answer is 
2 YEARS OLD. The more that the connections are used the stronger they become and the more that 
learning grows. If connections are not used then the weaker they become and they eventually  
disappear. This is why it’s so important that babies and young children are talked with and played 
with. Giving them a tablet is just not the same and they do not learn the emotional empathy   
needed in growing healthy relationships. The earlier that learning links can be made then the more 
that they can be grown!  

 

    
 
http://www.understandingchildhood.net/ - follow this link for access to lots of leaflets to help 
families raise emotionally secure children. Have a look –they’re free! 
 

 

http://www.inourplace.co.uk
http://www.understandingchildhood.net/

