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Aspirations Week 

We are delighted to announce our first Aspirations Week at St Leonard’s. Later this month, local employers NewlyWeds, Karcher and 

CTG UTC Aerospace are all coming in to see the children to tell them about their exciting businesses. There are so many opportunities 

on our doorstep and what we all want is for the children to have as many choices as they can growing up, to be able to find a job which 

is rewarding and which they enjoy. The week will finish with a Dressing Up Day on Friday 25 May where we want children to dress for 

‘work’ in their chosen career. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Space 

We are indebted to volunteers from St Leonard’s Church who are opening up our Prayer Space each Wednesday lunchtime for quiet 
activities and reflection. We started with Year One this week and they were queueing down the corridor for their turn! This term’s focus 
is ‘Love’, based upon our school value.  

 

 

Rotary Club 

We had a lovely certificate this week from the Rotary Club thanking everybody at St Leonard’s for their help in carpeting 

Banbury with purple crocuses and for helping to eradicate polio. Thank you for making a huge difference (and that’s a 

third of a MILLION children who have been immunised against it!).  

 

 

Our children have become excellent learners and much of this is because of their improved Growth 

Mindset. If you’d like to find out more, we are hosting a learning evening next Wednesday, 9 May, 

starting at 6.30pm and lasting for about an hour. Presented by Mr Blackwell, you’ll find out what your 

own Mindset is like, how to improve it and how to build Learning Power.  Have a great Bank Holiday! 

 

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  website:     

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

       
Monday 7 May Bank Holiday – school closed 

Wednesday 9 May Growth Mindset and Learning Powers for 

   parents 6.30 pm 

Monday 14 May SATs week begins for Year 6 

Monday 14 May Christian Aid Week 

W/c 21 May  Aspirations Week 

Friday 25 May Aspirations dressing up day – dress  

   as your future career! 

 

   Dates for your diary  

                                                                                   Understanding Your Child 

 

This term is your last chance to access the free course Understanding Your Child www.inourplace.co.uk  

Just go to the link and apply the code: STLEONARDSSEP18 

Over the course of the term I will provide you with some edited highlights from the course: 

Dance of Reciprocity – This is about recognising the emotions of our young children. By reading the behavioural signs and responding 
appropriately the parent soothes the child and returns him or her to a calm state.  

For example, a toddler can’t attach a piece of Lego and whimpers for help. Dad A ignores him as he’s too busy watching TV and the 
toddler gets frustrated, throwing the piece at his sister. Dad shouts at the toddler and confiscates the Lego leading to a temper        
tantrum and escalation!  

Dad B however can see that his toddler is getting frustrated, helps out for a few seconds and raises the child’s self-esteem; the toddler 
makes a lovely model for his mum. Dad can watch TV in peace!  

Through their experiences with their parents children learn to self-regulate. They know that their needs will be met and can then 
handle the stresses of life. Dad may be busy at the moment but the toddler knows he’ll help out soon and waits patiently. A secure 
attachment is growing between the pair.    

                                  What We Are Doing  

 

Multi-Sports 

Year One had a lovely morning at Banbury Academy yesterday         
competing with lots of other local schools in a Multi-Sports festival. 
They were excellent representatives of the school, polite and             
well-behaved, and it was lovely to see lots of ex-pupils amongst the 
Year 7s too! 

Year 3 Learning afternoon 

Children have been learning about all things Italian – the Coliseum, Ferraris and Juventus! Thank you to the 13 parents who visited Year 
3 yesterday to see the children’s work and to help with their designs for mini-pizzas. Today they were making them and they looked 
and tasted delicious. Bella, bella!   

http://www.inourplace.co.uk

