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Helping Others 

Thank you so much to everybody who contributed money to support the work of the NSPCC. Together we raised £1254.46 which is a 

really good example of our school values being put into action. We also raised over £300 for the British Legion through the sale of  

poppies. This Friday it is the turn of Children In Need – please come dressed in something spotty for a pound! 

School Library 

Over half the school attended last week’s Open Week so we owe a huge thank you to Mrs Hancock for her help each evening. The  

library is open after school every day except Friday and children are welcome to visit with their parents to exchange books as often as 

they like; there are no set days so you may visit whenever it is most convenient with you. The children have also enjoyed sharing their 

‘recommended reads’ in assembly. Well done Book Worms! 

School Meals 

We served a record 317 hot dinners on Friday! This speaks highly of the quality of the school meals. Huge thanks go to Kate, our cook, 

and the rest of the kitchen team. 

Home Learning 

Friday’s Celebration Assemblies were a feast of colour as children shared their Home Learning projects from the half term holiday. 

Years 1 and 2 had made models and collages from autumn materials such as leaves, conkers and acorns. Some of them were ingenious 

and included references to Guy Fawkes and fireworks too! Year 4 arrived as Vikings with longboats, shields and swords and Year 5  

produced some amazing models of our solar system, complete with planets of all the right colours and size. Clara in Year 6 made a  

super video documentary about Albert Einstein. Can you find out more about him? 

Reading Raffle 

To further encourage reading at school we are rewarding children who read at least 3 times a week at home and have this recorded in 

their reading record. Each time they achieve this they will be given a raffle ticket which will be entered into a Year Group draw. The 

winners will be taken on a trip to the cinema. 

Target Books 

As you will know we have been trialling the use of Target Books this year. To make the system more manageable we will now send 

these home just once each half term, but children will receive a second target if necessary. Thank you for your support. 

 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 

 

Online Safety 

A reminder that next week we host two sessions for you to find out more about how to keep your children safe online at home. They 

are on Monday between 1.45 and 2.45 pm and 6.30 to 7.30pm and we urge all families to be represented. 

Remember  



 

Friday 18th November: Non-uniform day—come in something 

                                             spotty! 

Monday 21st November: Online Safety sessions (school hall) 

                                              1.45—2.45pm and 6.30—7.30pm 

Wednesday 23rd November: Holy Communion for years 3 & 64 

                                                     in St Leonard’s Church at 10am 

Thursday 24th November: Pantomime at Chipping Norton  

                                                 theatre 

Wednesday 30th November:  Holy Communion for years 5 & 6  

                                                     in St Leonard’s Church at 10am 

Thursday 1st December:  •  Christingle Services 

                                                   Reception & KS1—2pm 

                                                    KS2 2.35pm 

                                               •  School Disco  

                                                   Reception & KS1 6.00pm—7pm 

                                                   KS2 7.15pm—8.30pm 

Friday 2nd December: • Decoration Day 

                                          • Nativity Play—Nursery 10.30am in their 

                                             classroom                                

 
Focus upon Year 1 

Year 1 have learnt all about hedgehogs and written some fantastic spiky shape poems using lots of adjectives, adverbs and alliteration! 

They have learnt about Diwali, the festival of lights, acting out and sequencing the story of Rama and Sita. The children visited St 

Leonards Church where they  learned about the history of the church, Christian services and the role of Reverend  Sue. They saw the 

church decorated with poppies and memorials in preparation for Remembrance Sunday. As always, the children showed fantastic  

behaviour and respect; well done Year 1! 

Focus upon Year 3 

Year 3 have been learning about natural disasters and last week an earthquake devastated their classroom! This week they are writing 

diary entries from Pompeii when Mount Vesuvius erupted and are finding out about volcanoes in detail via books and the internet. 

They have also been looking at rocks and what they are used for. They have had their first taste of rugby and are looking forward to 

coaching from Northampton Saints starting soon.  

What we are doing! 

 

For some children (and indeed adults!) failing at something feels like the end of the world. Did you know that Michael Jordan went 

home from High School in tears because he hadn’t been picked for the school basketball team. Imagine if he had decided to give up and 

never pick up a basketball again; he wouldn’t have become the most famous player in the world! At school we are encouraging children 

to learn from their mistakes and to keep persevering. FAIL is the First Attempt In Learning! For example, when practicing times tables 

they should try to learn the difficult ones and not just their favourites. 

Learning to Learn 

 

Christmas Bazaar 

St Leonard’s Church holds its Christmas  

Bazaar this Saturday, 19 November. There 

are stalls, tombola and cakes and it’s all for a good cause, running 

from 2 to 4 pm. There’s no PTFA Bazaar this year so attend this 

one instead! 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    
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