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Punctuality 
Last week we did ‘Late Gates’ to remind you how important it is to getting children to school on time. Children hate getting into class 
after everybody else and it leads to a stressful start to the day. Please can I remind all parents that school opens at 8.40, with register 
closing at 8.50. Any arrivals after this time need to enter school through reception so that we can record your child’s attendance. After 
9.00am it is counted as an unauthorised absence for that session, which will affect your child’s attendance for the term. 

 
Parent Governor 
The Governing Body is a key part of strategic school leadership and carries responsibility for ensuring that the school implements  
government legislation effectively. It safeguards the needs of children both academically and otherwise. There is a vacancy for a Parent 
Governor to join the Governing Body from January. Attendance would be expected at termly Full Governors meetings and at one of our 
committees, either Teaching and Learning or Resources, which oversees finance, staffing and premises. Governors are also expected to 
take responsibility for monitoring school performance and therefore legal, financial or business skills would be particularly useful. A 
formal letter will be sent out to parents this week seeking candidates to apply and if numbers allow it may be necessary to hold an  
election.  
 
Prayer Space 
The library has been transformed this week and it feels like a desert tent. There is a bubble machine and lots of coloured cushions 
which has created a marvellous quiet space for children to reflect in and to have a fantastic spiritual experience. They have each said 
thanks to God for something in their life, they have asked for something to happen using the word please, they have posted prayers on 
a map of the world asking for help for others, and they have said sorry for something by writing in a tray of sand (which has then been 
wiped clean for the next person). We’re really pleased with all our children and how sensible and thoughtful they have been. 
 
Teeth 
Did you know that a portion of Coco Pops has 8 times the sugar of a Weetabix? A carton of Ribena has 5 times the sugar of a drinking 
chocolate? A can of cola has just under 11 tablespoons of sugar? Sugar at mealtimes is fine but frequent sugary snacks leads to sugar 
on the teeth all day long. 
Dental health is one of the largest health concerns for young people in Oxfordshire and our Reception children have been learning to 
clean and to look after their teeth with Community Dental Services. Please can I urge that ALL parents take their children for a free  
dental check-up every six months if you don’t already do so. I’m told that there is still NHS availability locally. Children should clean 
their teeth for two minutes, twice a day, once before bed and once during the day. Children under 8 should be supervised to make sure 
that they pick up good habits. “Tickle the teeth” with the toothbrush and don’t press too hard. Spit, don’t rinse so that the fluoride 
stays on your teeth. 
 
 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The eagerly awaited Christmas Dinner is next Wednesday, 7 December when a record number of children and staff will sit down to 
share a festive meal together. The Mayor and Mayoress will be there too. If children wish to wear a Christmas jumper to school that day 
then they are very welcome. 

Christmas Dinner 



 
Key Stage 2 Pantomime Trip 
Forty five pupils from Key Stage 2 went to Chipping Norton Theatre to see the production of Robinson Crusoe. The production was  
fantastic and the children enjoyed the audience participation parts of the show, particularly booing the villain, the Pirate Queen, and 
trying to catch chocolate coins which were thrown out into the audience. It was lovely to see the children watch a live theatre  
production—so much so, we have booked tickets to see a West End Show in July…. Information will be sent out in January….. Watch 
this space! 
 
Focus on Year 5 
Year 5 have been enjoying learning about 'Space' this term. After some fantastic home learning projects, they have been looking at and 
finding out about all the planets in the solar system and how the planets orbit the sun. They have been completing a moon diary, to 
look at the different phases of the moon. Their next project is a DT assignment: to design and make a meal for an astronaut that will be 
'out of this world'!! In PE they have all been playing football this term and also choreographing dances to space-themed music. The  
Upper Juniors Ballet Club are joining Mrs Lacey's dance club on a trip to Oxford, to perform at the New Theatre on December 8th.   
 
Reception trip 
Our Reception children have been thinking about special buildings which people worship in. Yesterday they made the (long!) walk to St 
Leonard’s Church where Reverend Sue told them some of the history of the church and they had a chance to look at the font, to  
explore the Lady Chapel and to discover the pictures of St Leonard himself. They also saw the stained-glass window whose design we 
have added to our own building! Tomorrow they are visiting the mosque where they will find out about another special building and 
how it is used. 

What we are doing! 

 
With it being Prayer Space this week several words spring to mind: 
reflectiveness, thankfulness and forgiveness. What are the root 
words in these words? 

Words of the Week 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s Church 

 

Thursday 1st December:  •  Christingle Services 

                                                   Reception & KS1—2pm 

                                                    KS2 2.35pm 

                                               •  Christmas  Disco  

                                                   Reception & KS1 6.00pm—7pm 

                                                   KS2 7.15pm—8.30pm 

Friday 2nd December: • Decoration Day 

                                          • Nativity Play—Nursery 10.30am in their 

                                             classroom           

Wednesday 7th December:  School Christmas dinner 

Thursday 8th December:  Nursery Learning Day 

Friday 9th December: Reception Christmas production  

                                         Miss Kurek’s class at 9.30am 

                                         Mrs Keyser’s class at 2.0pm 

Tuesday 13th December: KS1 Christmas performance at 9.30am 

Wednesday 14th December: •  KS1 Christmas performance 

                                                         at 9.30am 

                                                     •   Year 6 Carol Concert in church 

                                                           at 2.0pm 

Thursday 15th December: Christmas parties 

Friday 16th December: Term 2 finishes at 2.0pm 

Wednesday 4th January 2017:  Term 3 starts 

Dates for your Diary 
Dates for your Diary Christmas Dinner 


