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Farewell 

It is with great sadness that we say farewell to two members of staff this Christmas. Miss Fuell is leaving to manage a Nursery and we 

shall miss her wonderful sense of humour. She has come a long way since I first taught her as a little girl in Brackley; I would like to 

claim full credit for her career so far but sadly she can’t even remember my inspirational teaching!  We also say goodbye to Mrs  

Wightman who has been a fantastic friend of the school, updating and developing our website and ICT provision, and being an  

all-round incredible bundle of energy. We wish her every happiness in her retirement. Our new additions are Ms Elmers, who is an  

experienced teacher arriving from New Zealand, and Mr Roisin, who already provides our ICT support on a Friday and whom has agreed 

to provide an additional day. 

Nursery 

Thank you to all the parents who stayed to our Learning Morning last week. There will be another one in the New Year focused upon 

language skills. 

Reception Nativity 
Thank you to all the parents who attended last week’s Nativity plays. Both classes did really well and there were some special  
memories as we found about Mary and Joseph and their journey to Bethlehem. There was some lovely singing and acting. To think that 
the children have only been in school for four months; haven’t they grown up so fast already?   
 

Year 1 and 2 Performance 

Key Stage One richly entertained us with their performance of ‘Superstar’. They managed to tell the story of Jesus’ birth in a lovely way 

and the song about shepherds NOT washing their socks was priceless!  The final message of EVERYONE being able to achieve great 

things was a real Christmas moment. You are all superstars! 

Choir 

The choir provided Christmas cheer this week with a visit to the West Court residential home on Monday. They then provided an  

impromptu carol service by the Christmas tree outside school for parents afterwards. Huge thanks go to Miss Nicklin for her input and 

support. 

Around the Classrooms 

For those of you who have been unable to visit school recently go to ’Curriculum’, and look for ’Around the Classrooms’ and ’Christmas 

in School’  to see some of your children’s work which has been on display in their classrooms.   

The Car Park 

In the interest of your children’s safety please could parents not drive into the car park at the beginning or end of the day.  Thank you. 

SATs   

Year 6 SATs tests are the week commencing Monday 8 May.  There will be an information session for parents on Thursday 19 January 

at 3.30pm.                                                                                                             

 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

Dear children, parents and friends,     
It’s amazing what you hear when you live in the entrance to a busy school. So many of you have waved and said hello to me this term, 
and I’ve heard some great gossip! Meanwhile the telephone doesn’t stop ringing and poor Mrs Keane has to eat her dinner at the desk. 
Mrs Steptoe and Miss Nurden have been up and down the stairs hundreds of times; I’m a bit worried about Mr Blackwell, the man 
seems to be addicted to coffee! Then last week we had some very scary visitors. Animal Inspectors I think they said; well, I stayed well 
hidden I can tell you.  
Thank you to Mrs Hawkins for looking after me;  I even have my own Christmas Tree! You’ve all worked so hard that you deserve a 
break. Happy Christmas, everyone! 

 
Dance Festival 

Last week children from Dance Club and Ballet Club travelled by train to Oxford to perform at the Oxfordshire Schools Dance Festival at 

the New Theatre.  They rehearsed at the theatre in the morning, visited Pizza Hut for lunch, toured both the Ashmolean and Modern 

Art museums in the afternoon before returning to the theatre for the performance in the early evening.  The children danced their 

hearts out like true superstars.  All of the teachers were really impressed and we had some lovely comments from parents; thank you 

for supporting us! Thank you especially to Mrs Lacey and Mrs Nottingham for running the Clubs, and to Miss Nicklin and Mrs Dunwoody 

for their support. 

What we are doing! 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s Church 

 

Thursday 15th December: Christmas parties 

Friday 16th December: Term 2 finishes at 2.0pm 

Wednesday 4th January 2017:  Term 3 starts 

 

Year 6 parents please note 

Monday 8th May: Year 6 SATs start 

Dates for your Diary 
Dates for your Diary  

There has to be a festive focus this week. With Santa on his way 

how about chimney, reindeer and sleigh? How many different 

words are there for Christmas around the world? 

Words of the Week 

Message from Ronaldo 

 

 

 

 

The staff and governors of St Leonard’s wish all our families a very Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. We are all very proud to be 

associated with such wonderful children and have enjoyed working with such a supportive community. Have a wonderful, peaceful  

holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again when school reopens for the children on Wednesday 4 January. 


