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From the Headteacher

Holiday absences
Legislation came into force in September 2013 which made it clear that Headteachers should not grant leave of absence
during term time unless there are exceptional circumstances. At St Leonard’s we will consider authorising absence for the
following exceptional circumstances: attending a funeral, hospital appointments and compassionate leave, with a
maximum of two days. Any absence for holidays in school time will be unauthorised.
Take One Picture
Don’t forget that we have an art exhibition coming up next week. Take One Picture will be on show in the school hall next
week from Tuesday 7 to Thursday 9 February, building upon last year’s success. So please come and have a look at what
our children have been doing.
Tiny Tickers
Heart Week is during half term and you may remember that last year we obtained a defibrillator. This year one of our
parents is raising money for the Tiny Tickers charity which saves the lives of small babies by providing training so that heart
defects can be spotted through scans at an early age.
There will be a cake sale after school on Thursday 9 February. It’s truly a life saver!
Newspaper Report
Huge thanks to Faiza in Year 4 who put a huge smile on my face with her Newspaper Report last week. Here are some
extracts:
“Last year, 2016, some inspectors came to inspect our school. The inspectors were tall and they held a book in their hand.
They came to see if St Leonard’s is the best school…St Leonards went shooting up like a star…All St Leonard’s had to do to
reach the moon was: Enjoy Learning, Keep Improving, Co-operate, Concentrate and Don’t Give Up. (the children) use their
school values like their world, they love their school just the way it is.”
What a lovely piece of writing, Faiza and, just to show that standards haven’t slipped, please follow your teacher’s advice
to use the present perfect tense next time!
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

What we are doing!

Pet Morning
What a super morning the children had in Reception this week. They shared each other’s pets and we had 2 geckos, a
bearded dragon, a Siberian husky and a Staffordshire bull terrier, a cat, a rabbit, a guinea pig, 2 Russian dwarf hamsters,
fish, rats and a snake skin! Perhaps wisely the snake couldn’t appear as it had just shed and couldn't be touched. The
children sat listening and asking questions whilst each child with their pet came on 'stage' and talked about their animal.
Then afterwards they were able to stroke them.

Focus on Year 4
This term, year 4 have been finding out about the Polar regions. In literacy we have read about Ernest Shackleton's daring
Trans-Antarctic expedition and the children have written their own news articles. Our work on Habitats in science has
linked in to this; we have explored how animals such as Emperor penguins are adapted to the harsh polar climate and
considered what might happen if their habitat changed. We have begun work on our production "Mystery at Magpie
Manor" with year 3 and the children are already developing their acting skills and singing in full voice. We hope you will be
able to join us at the end of next term for the performance. The children have also been learning ukulele with Mr Ashton.
Sheldonian Theatre visit
Twenty eight children from Key Stage 2 went to the Sheldonian Theatre in Oxford to listen to children who perform with
the Oxfordshire County Music Service Orchestra. We heard the Stars Wars main theme by John Williams; Romeo and Juliet
Fantasy Overture by Tchaikowsky; Frozen by Robert Lopez; Violin Concerto by Tchaikovsky and Radetzky March by
Strauss. All the children really enjoyed the experience and felt inspired to perhaps join an orchestra in the future.

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

Problem of the Week

Last week’s problem: What word looks the same backwards
and upside down? SWIMS
This week’s problem: Which 3 numbers have the same
answer whether they’re added or multiplied together?

Nauka jezyka
angielskiego w szkole
Polish

انگریزی سیکھے
انگریزی
انگریزیسیکھنے ۔ آواوراسکول
یہاں خواتئن حرمنگل کو اتے ھے اور تعلیم حاصل کرتئ ھے فوزیے
سے۔ اپ اے اور بتاے حم اپ کو کیا سکھائیں

Mamy kilka bardzo przyjaznych mam i babc,
którze chodze w każdy czwartek od 2.00pm do
3.00pm uczyc sie języka angielskiego z
Henrykiem. Powiedz nam, co chcesz się nauczyć!

Tuesday 2:00pm

Dates for your diary

Tuesday 7February

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 7 February—
Thursday 9 February Take One Picture Exhibition in
the hall
Thursday 9 February

Tiny Tickers Cake Sale 3.00pm

Wednesday 1 March

Deadline 500 Words
Competition

Monday 20 March:

Parents evening 6.00-8.00pm

Tuesday 21 March:

Parents evening 3.30-6.00pm

Problem of the Week

