
Newsletter  Overthorpe Road, 

Headteacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

   10th February 2017 

 
Newsletter 
Please note that the School Newsletter will be circulated each Friday from now on, providing a full summary of the week’s events and 
signposting what is happening at school. It is also uploaded onto the school website.  
 
Valentine’s Day 
St Leonard’s Church is holding a Family Fun afternoon next Tuesday, Valentine’s Day, between 2 and 4 pm. There will be craft activities 
and refreshments, plus a cake stall. All for a suggested donation of £5 for an adult and two children. 
 
English classes for parents 
Karen from the Family Learning Team is leading sessions in the Diamond Building starting on Wednesday 22 February, from 9.00-10.30. 
She will help you to develop spoken and written English skills, and everyone is welcome no matter how much English you understand. 
 
Internet Safety 
Tuesday was Internet Safety Day. I can only describe the Internet as like a hedge trimmer – an extremely useful tool but so dangerous 
in the wrong hands! We know that some of our children access social media sites outside school for which they should be 13 and have 
said things to friends which they would never say face to face. Others play games like Casino Royale against real-life opponents with 
unmoderated chat leading to exposure to inappropriate language (https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/clash-royale - 
children rate it suitable for age 9+ and adults age 13+). Lastly there is Musical.ly , an app which seems innocent enough but has led to 
many parents rating it 18+ because of the strictly adult material which can be accessed through the hashtags. You only to have to 
Google parent reviews of the app to read some real horror stories. 
 
There is lots of advice for parents about Online Safety at https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ for which there is a link on our website in 
‘learning links’. Please monitor your child’s internet use and ensure that they alert you if they access anything which makes them feel 
uncomfortable. We have lots of children who arrive tired for school and do not have enough sleep – please try to limit screen time and 
have a shut off time prior to going to bed. 
 
Half Term  
Next week we are closed for the half term holiday. We wish all our families a peaceful break and look forward to seeing you all again on 
Monday, 20 February. The Spring Term finishes on 7 April. 

 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 

 

Thursday 23 February Year 5 swimming starts  

Wednesday 1 March  World Maths Day  

Thursday 2 March   World Book Day 

Friday 3 March   Dress up as a book character  

                                   

Dates for your diary  

 

Wednesday 8 March  Holy Communion Y3/4 

Monday 13 March   Science Week begins   

Monday 20 March:    Parents evening 6.00-8.00pm 

Tuesday 21 March:    Parents evening 3.30-6.00pm 

Dates for your diary  cont’d 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews/clash-royale
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

 
Star Wars v Superman 
Key Stage One has been invaded with interesting characters this week as Year Two dressed on a space theme. There were astronauts, 
planets and plenty of little green men (and women!).  Meanwhile, not to be beaten, Year One dressed as Superheroes and we had a 
plethora of Batmen, Spidermen and other assorted favourites. 
 
 
Focus on Year 5 
Year 5 have taken inspiration from the painting 'La Nuit' and have been writing newspaper reports in literacy, imagining what might 
have happened to the ship in the painting. Savage pirates attacked the ship and Captain Blackwell was knocked unconscious… (steady 
on – Ed.).  In our topic lessons, we have learnt about the history of the painting and the artist, putting it in context and understanding 
about the Grand Tours around Europe in the eighteenth century. We dressed up for a pirate day and studied some famous pirates. The 
children have been busy researching the history of ships and boats, producing some amazing work as part of their home learning pro-
jects.  
 
“On Pirate Day, we dressed up as pirates because we are studying 'La Nuit' - a famous painting by Claude Joseph Vernet. In the after-
noon, we wrote about some famous pirates: Anne Bonny, Calico Jack, Mary Read and Blackbeard. They were really famous and vicious 
pirates. Blackbeard was the worst of them all, as he would slaughter and hang prisoners from the rigging.” (Evie, Y5) 
 
Take One Picture 
Thank you to everybody who took the time to visit our art exhibition this week. The quality of work was fantastic throughout, starting 
with the Nursery children who did some amazing circles based upon the work of Kandinsky. Year One treated us to some superheroes 
using pointillism and Year Three painted Stonehenge. There were some incredible 3D models too, especially Year Five’s pirate ships, 
and some great writing particularly Year Two’s travel brochures for the moon.  
 
 

What we are doing! 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s Church 
Problem of the Week  

 
 

 
Last week’s problem: Which 3 numbers have the same 
answer whether they’re added or multiplied together? 
The answer was 1, 2 and 3. 
 

This week’s problem: Using the numbers 2, 4, 6 and 8, the 
multiply sign and the equals sign, what is the largest number 

you can make? For example, Is 42 x 68 bigger than 684 x 
2? You might need a calculator to check all the different com-
binations. 



Problem of the Week 

 انگریزی سیکھے


