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From the Headteacher
Parents Evening
There was a good turnout for Parents Evening and the mood throughout the school was very positive. Thank you especially if you took
time to share your thoughts with one of our governors or are considering supporting the PTFA. The only disappointment was that less
than half our Year Six parents attended to find out how their children are doing leading up to SATs.
Open Day
There is an Open Day in the Nursery next Tuesday and visitors are welcome to visit us at any time during the morning; just sign in at the
office and we’ll walk you over. We will be able to take children with both 15 or 30 hour funding and are also seeking to offer Wrap
Around Care every day of the week. It is anticipated that there will be a limited number of places for Rising 3s. There will be an
additional Nursery Open Day on Wednesday 7 June.
Learning Mornings
Our Learning Mornings have been a great success this year and last week’s sessions in the Nursery were well attended. We are
extending the mornings now to Key Stage 2 and parents of children in Year 3 and 4 will be able to attend a Learning Morning at 8.40 on
Tuesday 4 April (not Wednesday as previously advertised). You’ll be able to follow your child until 10.45 so please stay as long as you
are able; you’ll have a chance to see the children.
Mother’s Day
Our school value this term is Love and we expect staff, children and parents to model this value at school. The Bible verse which we use
to illustrate this value is “Love is patient. Love is kind.” (1 Corinthians 13, v4) and what better example to give than mothers
everywhere. This Sunday, 26 March is Mothering Sunday and we wish all our mothers a special day. The children have been set a
special homework related to the occasion.
Prayer Space
Some of you will remember that we hosted a Prayer Space in the library before Christmas. It was so successful that we have created
our own permanent Prayer Space, in a small alcove just off the main corridor. It’s a place for quiet reflection and thought; much
needed sometimes!
Baaaa!
We had some wonderful spring visitors last Friday when Mrs Boston brought in two lambs from her farm! Everyone had a chance to
stroke them and to watch them play. Talking about sheep, there is a free lambing Open Day at Greatworth Hall this Saturday between
10 and 4.
Cake Sale
A big thank you to our Year Six girls (and Mrs Bignell!) who helped to raise £117 for the Katherine House Hospice this week. A super
effort!
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

What we are doing!

Focus on Year One
Year One are starting to think about the Easter celebration and to understand why we celebrate it. They are still learning about pirates
and finding out the names of the oceans and where they are located on a world map. They are designing treasure maps as tortillas
with vegetables as the features(!). This will involve careful planning first before following the instructions for the finished masterpiece.

RE at St Leonard’s
All state schools must teach religious education to pupils at every key stage. At St Leonard’s we follow the Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus
and both learn about religion and from religion. Our Christian ethos is celebrated and we also learn about the beliefs and customs of
other faiths, fostering our core values of Love, Respect and Responsibility.
With Easter imminent there is a focus across the school on understanding the events of Holy Week and all children from Year 1
upwards will visit St Leonard’s Church to take part in Holy Week activities in the last week of term. Year 2 are learning about the
significance of the cross to Christians and will present their Easter Service to parents at Church on Thursday, 6 April at 2.00pm.
In Key Stage Two Year 3 are reading the Old Testament and reflecting upon the question ‘Does Easter make sense without Passover?’.
Year 4 are considering whether believers should ‘give things up’ and Year 5 are investigating the concept of sacrifice. Year 6 are
studying the Resurrection of Jesus and the concept of life after death, not only in Christianity but in Hinduism and Buddhism too.

Spelling

The restaurant was desperate to accommodate sufficient people. The queue was a hindrance but it was a marvellous opportunity to appreciate an excellent environment. The words in
bold are examples of words which children need to learn in
Years 5 and 6 of the National Curriculum. If children have to
think too long about spellings then they find it hard to compose
and write their thoughts because they get ‘bogged down’. One
useful strategy for spelling is “tapping out the syllables” –
carefully spelling each syllable in turn, for example des-per-ate
or rest-au-rant. In this way too we learn which is the tricky part
of the word to spell and therefore which part we have to remember.

Dates for your diary ...
Tuesday

28 March:

Tuesday

4 April:

Nursery Open Day
Y3 and Y4 Learning morning

Wednesday

5 April:

Lower KS2 production 2.00pm

Thursday

6 April:

KS1 Easter Service 2.00pm Church

Thursday

6 April:

Lower KS2 production 7:00pm

Friday

7 April:

Term ends 2.00pm

Monday
Wednesday

24 April:
3 May:

Return to school
Year 1 visit to Banbury Museum

Online Safety
St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

It can seem almost impossible to keep up-to-date with the
technology that children use. You can find out much more about
commonly used apps at https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
parents/Support-tools/How-to-guides/?
mc_cid=6edb2c8180&mc_eid=e2fd8af67c and for example it
will tell you why What’s App is only suitable for over 16s.

