
Newsletter  Overthorpe Road, 

Headteacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

   3rd March 2017 

 
Vehicles 
Please can I politely remind you that scooters and bikes should not be ridden whilst on school premises. There are lots of parking    
spaces in the bike sheds. Also, and I shouldn’t have to say this, please do not drive your motor car through the pedestrian gate under 
any circumstances!! This is a reckless and dangerous act; if the gates are locked this is for our children’s safety. Only cars with a parking 
permit are allowed into the staff car park.     
 
World Book Day 
We’ve had a fantastic week this week, culminating in Dressing up Day today. What a range of outfits we had – thank you to everybody 
who took part. All our Stars of the Week have been chosen this week to reward children who have worked extra hard on improving 
their reading this term. The competition for reading in an unusual place closes next week; bring in your photographs and give them to 
Mrs Vere or your teacher. 
 
Don’t forget that the library is open after school each evening except Friday. Why not call in now that the evenings are a little lighter 
and discover some of the fantastic books and authors that you’ve heard about this week? Also, remember the Reading Raffle - last 
term’s winners enjoyed their visit to see Lego Batman at the cinema on Tuesday. You get a ticket every time you read three times a 
week at home. 
 
Book Fair 
Thank you to everyone who visited our Book Fair. We sold over £800 of books which meant that the school could purchase books to 
the value of £425 for our children. 
 
Parents’ English Course 
This is running in the Diamond building each Wednesday and has proved very popular. It is for ANY parent who wishes to improve their 
skills in written English. 
 
Parent Appointments 
We pride ourselves upon being an Open School. You are welcome to share concerns with us and we really do need to know if anything 
is happening at home which may affect your child’s learning. However, time is limited at the beginning of the day and teachers often 
have clubs or meetings which they need to attend after school. If you need more than a couple of minutes of time we ask that you 
make an appointment please through the school office so that we can listen to you properly  and respond appropriately to your needs. 
Many thanks. 
 
Curriculum 
The whole school curriculum plan and year group termly newsletters are now on the school website. Please have a look at which topics 
we are doing and how home learning can support your child.  
 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

Focus on Year 6 
After a great half term break, Year Six are back working as hard as ever!  Before half-term both classes travelled up to the Horton Hospi-
tal to take part in the IMPS (Injury Minimisation Programme for Schools) where they learned about accident prevention; how to carry 
out compressions and artificial respiration and put an unconscious person into the recovery position.  They also had their fingers put in 
plaster.  You may have been fortunate enough to have your Year Six child practise these skills on you!  They are now doing some follow-
up activities as part of our PHSE work.  Our new topic this term is The Changing Powers of Monarchs and in Literacy we are reading and 
writing poetry, and have enjoyed Book Week. Last week a team of Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed participating in a hockey tournament - 
narrowly escaping being blown away in the wind. 
 
PE at St Leonard’s 
We all know from the news how important Physical Education is, especially when children are young. It is not just about learning new 
skills and sports but about adopting healthy lifestyle choices too. Here at St Leonard’s all children have at least two PE lessons a week 
but there is much else going on as well. Children are encouraged to be busy at lunchtimes with specialised play equipment in Reception 
and older children have access to the astroturf and trim trail.  
 
Each term we have different after school clubs, currently: Multi Skills with Mrs Gardener (KS1) and  Mr Stother (KS2), Football Club with 
Mr Clark and Mr Keane, Frisbee and Boccia Club with Ignite Sports. (Boccia is a bit like indoor bowls!). We also take part in inter-school 
events and this term have entered teams in hockey, athletics and netball. We have events for all abilities, from 'gifted and talented' to 
inclusion. We also have competitive sports where we can not only complete against schools from local areas, but also proceed through 
to district competitions. Huge thanks go to Mrs Nottingham and Mr Stother for arranging all this activity. 
 
Reception Learning Morning 
Thank you to everyone who attended our Learning Morning on Wednesday to see the children practising their writing and letter for-
mation, not just in pencil but in paint and mucky things too. 
 
Bingo Evening 
Eyes down and thank you to everybody who attended the PTFA bingo evening this week.  Was 7 lucky or was 13 unlucky for some? Ei-
ther way the event raised approximately £115 for our children. Thank you.  
 
Lambing 
We had a lovely Key Stage Two assembly last week in which we had visitors from Greatworth Hall Farm. They are holding a free lambing 
Open Day on Saturday, 25 March between 10am and 4pm, all ages welcome and refreshments available. Postcode is OX17 2DH and 
website is www.greatworthhall.com 

What we are doing! 

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org    

St Leonard’s 

Problem of the Week  
 

 
Last week’s problem: What is the furthest you can  
travel in a car in 5 hours if you travel at exactly 60 mph? 
What difference would going 10 mph faster make? Or 
10 mph slower? 
is achieved by 82 x 64. Well done if you got that. 
 
This  week’s problem:  
How may different ways can you score 4 by rolling 2 
dice ?  

 

 
With Science Week only two weeks away it’s time to 
stretch our brains! Atomic Tom will be here working with 
each class and giving an assembly. What is an atom? Atoms 
are the basic building blocks of ordinary matter. Atoms can 
join together to form molecules, which in turn form most 
of the objects around us. A molecule of water is comprised 
of 3 atoms: two hydrogen and one oxygen. If you want to 
know how small atoms are then apparently there are 8 
times as many atoms in a single teaspoon of water than 
there are teaspoons of water in the Atlantic Ocean. And if 
you think that over half of our body is made of water, 
that’s a lot of atoms…! 

Amazing Science 

http://www.greatworthhall.com


Monday          6 March: PTFA meeting 7:30 

Wednesday    8 March:  Holy Communion Y3/4 10.00 

Monday        13 March:  Science Week begins.  

Monday        13 March:  Atomic  Tom visits.  

Tuesday        14 March:   Atomic Tom visits. 

Wednesday 15 March:         Holy Communion Y5/6 10.00 
 
Monday        20 March: Parents evening 6.00-8.00pm 

Tuesday        21 March:  Parents evening 3.30-6.00pm 

Tuesday       28 March: Nursery Open Day.  

Wednesday      5 April:   Y3 and Y4 Learning morning. 

Wednesday      5 April:  Y3 and Y4 Production: ‘Mystery at                                     
    Magpie Manor’ 

Thursday           6 April:  Y3 and Y4 Production: ‘Mystery at                                     
    Magpie Manor’ 

Dates for your diary ... 


