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From the Headteacher

SATs
We are very proud of all our Year 6 children who cheerfully sat their tests this week with a fantastic attitude. There was a lovely
atmosphere in the department and we know that they have all tried their very best. A big thank you to everyone who helped the week
run smoothly and especially to staff who prepared and organised the SATs breakfasts.
Next week it is the turn of Year 2, although their tests are carried out much less formally during the course of the normal school week.
Year 1, and some Year 2 children who did not pass last year, have their phonics screening test w/c 12 June. It is very important that
children are present at school for these tests.
Year 7 Transition
Just for your interest, we have 58 children leaving us this summer and almost half will be going to Banbury Academy. Currently, 16
children will be attending Chenderit, 5 going to Warriner, 4 to BGN and 1 to NOA. All Year 6s will get a chance to visit their new schools
in July and we will start having visits from their new teachers very soon. Just to put it out there, your Headteacher prefers red wine to
white and any sort of chocolate is most acceptable….!
Christian Aid Week
Next week is Christian Aid Week and we will be raising money for the charity through a non-uniform day on Friday. In particular, the
children will hear Nejebar’s story; about a boy who is a refugee and has “no safe place to call home”. We hope that you are able to give
generously in order to support others. There will be a cake sale on the Year One playground after school on Friday.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Dates for your diary ...

… Continued

Monday 15 May:

KS1 SATs week ( Year 2 )

Thursday 25 May:

Year 2 trip to Cadbury’s World

Monday 15 May:

Christian Aid week starts

Friday 26 May:

Year 3 and 4 residential trip to
Kingswood

Monday 15 May:

PTFA meeting 7:30pm
Diamond

Tuesday 16 May:

Stay and Play 8:45am

Friday 19 May:

Non-uniform for Christian Aid

Thursday 25 May:

Nursery Phonics Learning Day
8:30-9:15 and 12:15-1:00

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

What we are doing!

Focus on Reception
What a busy week in Reception class! The children have been very excited looking after their caterpillars and tadpoles and are looking
forward to them changing into butterflies and froglets, checking every day to see if they have changed yet! Some of the children have
been to the forest school with Miss Kurek and they have had lots of fun exploring the woods. They found marks made by badgers and
also saw beautiful bluebells and smelt wild garlic, which some children said smelled like garlic bread! On Wednesday children made
egg and cress sandwiches and learned how to share fairly so that each had their own half of the sandwich. On Thursday they practised
doubling using toys. The children were really good at it and knew that doubling means adding the same amount.

Health at St Leonard’s

There are so many different aspects to children’s health:
Keeping children safe
As we all know family life can be tough and it is sometimes hard to keep all the plates spinning at once. Many of you already share
problems and concerns with staff but please be advised that our Complex Needs Team is also here to help if you need it, before things
become a crisis. Sometimes all it takes is just a spot of informal advice; In particular, you are most welcome to contact Christina
Howkins-Griffiths who is our Children and Families Officer. She can offer support re parenting, establishing routines, managing
behaviour and accessing additional agencies. Mrs Philpott is our SENDCO and can offer advice regarding Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities and also your child’s social, emotional and mental health. Miss Moon and Mr Blackwell are both here to discuss immediate
safeguarding concerns where children, either your own or others, are at risk of harm. All conversations are treated confidentially but
the needs of our children will always be put first.
School Nurse
At various times in the school year we receive visits from the school nurse. Information about the services which the school nurse can
help access are at http://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/children-and-young-people/parents/oxfordshire/ If you would like to speak to
someone for advice beyond your GP then please dial 01865 904234 which will put you through to the Orchard Health Centre where the
school nurses are based.
Dental Screening
Poor dental hygiene is one of the biggest problems affecting young people in Banbury and is often a warning sign of other concerns.
This year’s dental project in Reception has been a huge success and the children are now ‘experts’ at cleaning their teeth. Dental
Health examination and treatment is free; please can we urge all parents to ensure that their children attend a NHS dentist regularly. If
your child is not currently registered with a NHS dentist then you can find details of how to register by contacting 0300 3112233 or visit
NHS Choices at www.nhs.uk There are spaces available in Banbury.
Eye checks
Eye examinations are also free for children and there are a number of family-friendly opticians in Banbury. Sometimes it’s nice to know
that everything is as it should be and, if there is a problem, it’s nice to spot it early. A Year 2 girl recently told me excitedly about her
new glasses. Why not book an appointment for half term and do some shopping at the same time?
Mental Health
This week is Mental Health Week and surveys suggest that more children struggle with mental health than 30 years ago. The emotional
health of young children is just as important to their well-being as their physical health and, in truth, the two tend to go together;
healthy minds tend to lead to healthy bodies. To carry on the analogy, we all get colds but we would always see the doctor if we get
pneumonia. If you witness children’s behaviours which cause you concern, then do not ignore them and make sure that you share
them with a health professional if they persist. PCAMHS (the Primary Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service )is the first level of
support which we can offer.

