
Newsletter  

Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel:01295262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Headteacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

         26th January 2018 

Growth Mindset 

Having a Growth Mindset is essential to being a good learner. It helps us to tackle new things and not to see setbacks as disasters but as 

a chance to improve. Henry Ford said “From failure we learn, from success not so much” and it is often the case. What about Michael 

Jordan who amazingly was not picked for his school basketball team and almost gave up before his mother told him to work even   

harder, leading him to become the best player in the world.  

We learnt this week about Malala Yousafzai from the Swat Valley, Pakistan who refused to give up her ambition to learn and continued 

campaigning even when the Taliban had stopped girls  attending school. She persisted and was shot on her school bus as a 15 year old, 

being flown to the UK for emergency treatment. Thankfully she made a full recovery and was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for her 

contribution to female education. She now studies at Oxford University, a real local girl and a wonderful example of what can be 

achieved with determination and Growth Mindset. 

     

Library Week 

Next week is Library Week and there will be a free lolly for every child who attends after school with their parents. As well as borrowing 

library books there will also be a book swap where children can swap their own books with similar books from other children and a 

chance to decorate biscuits in the style of their favourite book. We’d like to see as many of you as possible, as follows: Monday         

Reception, Tuesday Years 1 and 2, Wednesday Years 3 and 4 and Thursday Years 5 and 6. The library is open EVERY week after 

school,  every day except Friday.   

Family Learning 

We now have two courses available after half term. Karen is running another English language course for parents, starting Monday 26 

February 1.30 – 3.00. There is also a Maths course, every Thursday from 22 February also 1.30-3.00pm. Places are limited so please 

contact the school office to reserve a place. 

Film Certificates 

I have had concerns passed to me from several adults this week that children have been watching the film ‘It’ at home with their      

parents. According to the British Board of Film Classification it contains strong horror, violence, and language. It has a 15 certificate and 

yet we know of incidences where Key Stage 1 children claim to have watched it. Please try to monitor what children view and steer 

them towards more appropriate entertainment. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



Holidays and absence in term time  

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  website:    

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

 

Monday 5 February  Library Week 

Tuesday 6 February  Skip2Bfit Y2 to Y6 

Thursday 8 February PTFA Valentine’s Disco 

Monday 19 February Training Day  

Tuesday 20 February School reopens for children 

Tuesday 20 February Parents Evening 6.00-8.00 

Wednesday 21 February  Parents Evening 3.30-6.00 

Thursday 22 February Take One Picture Exhibition 

Friday 23 February   Take One Picture Exhibition  

    Learning Mornings And Afternoons 

 

Year 1 are learning about 

Superheroes!  They have 

written some fantastic  

and stories, some of 

which are on display by 

reception. Last week 

'Flash' left a letter for the 

children asking for their 

help to make a healthy  sandwich so he could save the world! This 

week they made the  sandwiches and wrote instructions for Flash. 

They’ve also had a visit from some real life superheroes and two  

Firemen came to school to teach the children about fire safety. 

“Matches and lighters, never touch, They can hurt you very much!” 

And, if there’s a fire, “Get low. Go, Go, Go!”  

 

 

 

    Year 1 Fire Service visitor  

   Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

 

Reception Family Meal week 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for lunch this week – the children LOVED having you here. 

Many thanks also to everyone who came to the Learning Morning on Wednesday to find out more 

about phonics and how children learn to read. We really appreciate your support. 

Year 2 Newly Weds Food Challenge 

Year 2 are learning about where foods come from, how to eat well and live healthy lives. The children 

can talk about eating their five a day and balancing their plates. This week, we had visitors from Newly 

Weds who told us all about how to make bread and bread crumbs and what they use them for. Did you know that McCain make 

400,000,000 chips every year?! The children are going to design their own food products and the winning entries will actually be made 

for all of Year 2 to taste test! We can't wait! 

Key Stage 2 Learning Afternoons 

We had a great turnout at Tuesday’s Learning Afternoon for Years 5 and 6 and it was lovely to see adults and children sharing books 

together, not to mention the odd biscuit too. Reading is such a good way for children (and parents!) to relax at the end of a hard day 

and doing it together builds that special relationship. Thank you all for your support. Yesterday was Year 3’s turn and again there was a 

super turnout with parents helping to write instructions for making a house from wattle and daub. The clay activity was hugely popular 

but not great when you’re dressed in a suit! Some parents have been in more than once this week. Thank you! 


