
Newsletter  

Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel:01295262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Headteacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

        9th March 2018 

 

Reading  

Reading helps you to learn and to think. It is a great source of pleasure and vastly improves life choices. In less developed countries they 

know it is a route to a ‘better’ life and will do anything to read and write, yet a third of UK children never read outside of school (World 

Book Day report by Kids Insights).   

Here at St Leonard’s we LOVE reading. We had World Book Week and Readaround last week, and Library Week just before half term.  

Phonics screening pass rates have gone up from 46% to 88% in the last two years and this year we have introduced daily Whole Class 

Guided Reading and comprehension lessons to raise standards even further.  

 

                  

       

 

 

 

Nothing improves a skill better than practising and the more that children practise at home, the better they will get. As Home Learning 

we ask that you hear your child read 3 times a week - it doesn’t have to be a novel, it can be a magazine or even a shopping catalogue! 

Next week we will send home a booklet called “100 Books you should read before you leave St Leonard’s” to inspire you! 

We are also awarding weekly reading certificates in each class soon: for effort, fluency, comprehension or improvement. We are holding 

a competition to design the new certificates and will announce the winners shortly.  

         Online Safety 

Huge thanks to the parents who made it through the cold and rain to our Online Safety evening on        

Monday. As always there were new things to learn and there was a great video clip showing what would 

happen in real life if we ‘liked’ people as we walked around, if we poked people to get their attention, if 

we asked strangers to be friends or if we ‘followed’ people everywhere they went.  

The greatest thing that we can do to keep our children safe is to talk to them about their online            

activities; to have a dialogue going should something happen or worry them. Visit Thinkuknow                           

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ for useful information for children and parents alike.                   

 

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  website:     

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

       
Monday 12 March  Science Week  
 
Tuesday 13 March  Year 2 Learning Morning 
 
Wednesday 14 March  Nursery Learning Morning 
 
Tuesday 27 March  Year 3 and 4 production 2.00  
    and 7.00pm 
Wednesday 28 March Year 2 Easter Church Service 2.00pm 
 
Wednesday 28 March Year 3 and 4 production 2.00pm 

              If u CAN read this HELP some1 who can’t 

   Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

 

The National Literacy Trust says that 15% of adults in the UK are functionally illiterate. They would not pass an English GCSE and have 

literacy levels at or below those expected of an eleven year old. That’s over 5 million people, many of whom would struggle with the 

work that we set our Year 6. https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/adult-literacy/ 

So, in a school this size with 400 children and 800 parents, 120 adults might struggle to read this newsletter. In an average class of 30 

children, 4 or 5 children may have parents who struggle with reading and writing. And if we don’t break the cycle then it will continue 

and continue. 

Here’s what we want you to do:  

If you have a friend who struggles to read just put them in touch with an adult that they trust at school.  

We can arrange 1:1 or group teaching / support, all in strict confidence. 

Try Family Learning at St Leonard’s – ask the office for details. For families new to English or those taking the first steps to read. 

Phone Learn Direct 0800 101 901 for advice and information.         

http://www.banbury-bicester.ac.uk/Adult/BY-support-for-adult-learners 

           Term Time Holidays   

 

Please can I remind all parents that it is NOT possible to           

authorise any holiday in school time. Weddings abroad are     

holidays. May and June are incredibly busy times at school and 

Year 6 SATs are the week commencing 14 May, Year 2 SATs are 

spread throughout May, and Year 1 Phonics Screening is w/c 11 

June. Please avoid absences at these times.  

Ronaldo, to the shock of staff, miraculously produced a couple of babies in 

his hutch this week.  It seems however, that the new arrivals were merely 

temporary and had been rescued from a nearby home!. Ronaldo was merely 

living up to the school values of love, respect and responsibility by looking 

after these two youngsters.  

           Ronaldo 

https://literacytrust.org.uk/parents-and-families/adult-literacy/
http://www.banbury-bicester.ac.uk/Adult/BY-support-for-adult-learners

