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Parental Responsibility 

As a school we are very proud of our children and families but sadly in a small minority of instances we are increasingly involved in   
aspects of children’s life which were traditionally the role of the parent. Recently there was a Community Around the School meeting at 
Dashwood Academy where a whole range of issues were discussed by headteachers, the police and the Locality and Community       
Support Service (LCSS). Supervision of children in the evenings, weekends and school holidays is the responsibility of parents and there 
are strong local concerns that not all parents take this responsibility seriously. Please be aware that there are issues regarding drug 
dealing, gangs and weapons in the local community, and increasingly Child Drug Exploitation (CDE) and Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
are concerns. Our children are vulnerable and other adults are NOT responsible for your children, you are. Please let us know if there 
are any issues which impede your ability to keep your children safe and we will do everything we can to get you the support that you 
need.  

New appointment 

We are very pleased to welcome a new member of staff to the team. Kimberley Burch has been appointed by Place2Be, the mental 
health charity, to be our Mental Health Manager for the next three years. She will be shared amongst five local schools, one secondary 
and four primary, and will help us support children with emotional health issues. This is just part of a wide-ranging set of measures we 
will have in place to meet children’s emotional needs from September. 

Growth Mindset 

Thank you to the parents and children who came to our Growth Mindset evening. We found out that the connections in our brain have 
all formed by the age of TWO and that they grow if we use them and are pruned if we don’t. We also found out that becoming world 
class at something requires over 10 000 dedicated hours of practise and being a ‘genius’ is 35% ability and 65% effort! Our Learning 
Powers are helping children acquire the skills to be good learners. A copy of the presentation is attached with this newsletter and is in 
the Building Learning Power part of the school website. 

Home Learning Reward System  

We asked Key Stage 2 to come up with ideas for Home Learning rewards which they thought were fair and motivating and this is what 
School Council have decided we will trial in Term 6: 

Each class to have a chart with each child’s name on. If home learning is completed then children will receive a gold sticker, if partially 
completed a silver sticker, if no homework then no sticker at all. The children will also receive 10 Home Learning Points for each week 
for all home learning completed and 5 for partial completion of homework. If they get the maximum points for a term e.g. 60 for a 6 
week term they receive 10 dojo points. 

At two points in the term, if the children have gained a minimum of 25 points, then they will go to the park, supervised, on an          
afternoon. Key Stage 1 will go to the Park opposite school and Key Stage 2 will go to West Street Park. 

Teaching staff will continue to give up their lunchtimes to support children who are not able to complete home learning tasks at home. 
Children who do not have the required number of Home Learning Points will stay at school and complete spelling and maths activities 
so that they do not fall behind their peers.  

Summer Fete 

Our summer fete is only just over a month away!  The PTFA are looking for tombola and lucky dip donations and also for people who 

are willing to cook a native cultural dish for our Around The World food stall.  Please leave your names at reception and someone will 

contact you.  

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

 

What an exciting start to the week Reception had as they shared their pets on 

Monday afternoon. There were dogs, rabbits, a lizard, and most excitingly a 

snake! As well as learning about living things the  children are also learning how 

to look after others and what creatures need to feel loved. Thank you to our 

wonderful mums and dads for visiting us, too.  

      

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:     

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

       
Monday 14 May  SATs week begins for Year 6 

Monday 14 May  Christian Aid Week 

W/c 21 May   Aspirations Week 

Wednesday 23 May  Year 1 learning afternoon 

Wednesday 23 May  Evening for Romanian parents  

    6.00pm 

Thursday 24 May  Year 1 Pirate Party Day 

                Christian Aid 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 

 

 
We like to moan about the weather in this country 
but how many of us would survive long losing our 
jobs and homes if disaster struck? Next week is  
officially Christian Aid Week and this year the theme 
is based around children who survived last year’s 
hurricane in Haiti, with the goal to build families 
weather-proof homes which can withstand tropical 
storms. Our Aspirations Dressing Up Day on Friday 
25 May will double up as our collection day for 
Christian Aid so please give generously if you can, 
whether you dress up or not. Many thanks in      
advance for helping other children around the 
world. 

     Pet Show 

                                                                                   Understanding Your Child 

 

This term is your last chance to access the free course Understanding Your Child www.inourplace.co.uk  . 
Just go to the link and apply the code: STLEONARDSSEP18   

Over the course of the term I will provide you with some edited highlights from the course: 

Parenting styles – We inherit different styles of parenting from our own parents. One way to think about it is to divide parenting into 
three styles: authoritarian, permissive and authoritative. 

The authoritarian style is where a parent issues orders and expects the child to follow these orders. 

The permissive style is where a parent lets the child do what the child wants, even if it is not in the child’s best interests. 

The authoritative style is where the parent is in charge, but takes account of the situation and how their child is feeling. 

No-one parents in the same way or style all the time though. Sometimes the situation needs firm boundaries, whilst at other times it’s 
alright to be flexible. Judging this can be difficult. Which type of parent are you and what would you like to change if you could? Isn’t it 
scary when you turn out like your mum or dad?! 

 

http://www.understandingchildhood.net/ - follow this link for access to lots of leaflets to help 
families raise emotionally secure children. Have a look –they’re free!  
 

       
Friday 25 May  Aspirations dressing up day – dress 

    as your future career! 

Monday 28 May  Half term holiday starts 

Monday 4 June   Training Day 

...continued  
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