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From the Headteacher
Aspirations Week
What a fantastic Aspirations Week we have had and we are very grateful to our friends from industry
around Banbury who came to inspire our children.
Did you know that Newlyweds Foods started in 1932? They make the batters that go on chicken
nuggets and fish fingers. They use over 200,000 kg of ingredients every day! They employ bakers,
engineers, IT specialists and scientists. John and Mez told us “If you work really hard, keep on learning, listen to others and put your
mind to it, then when you grow up……you can be anything you want to be!”

UTC Aerospace makes parts for aeroplanes and the average Jumbo jet has over 3 million components!
Across the world UTC employs enough people to fill Banbury five times over. Kevin is the Banbury Site
Lead and used to come to St Leonard’s school. They have a whole team of engineers who use science,
maths and creativity to make the strongest, lightest components that they can.

Karcher started in Germany and came to the UK 40 years ago. They make all sorts of cleaning products
and many of our families seem to own some! Every year Karcher clean famous monuments around the
world and they have cleaned the London Eye and the Statue of Liberty. They employ over 1000 people
in research and development alone and are basically inventors.
As the song of the week told us, if you work hard and “Reach for the Stars” that’s when your dreams
will all come true! If you or anyone that you know would like to contribute to our 2019 Aspirations Week then we would be very
pleased to hear from you. We are particularly looking for contacts in Formula 1! Mr Blackwell can be contacted via the Office email
address office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk
School Uniform
A polite reminder about school uniform as half term approaches. Part of being at St Leonard’s is pride in sharing an identity and
creating a community ‘Where Everyone Matters’. There are greater uniform options in the summer and most children represent the
school really well. Especially please ensure that your child is wearing black outdoor shoes when they return to school for Term 6. The
adults make these decisions, not the children. Feel free to blame school! Many thanks for your support.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

...continued

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 4 June

Training Day

Tuesday 12 June

Year 2 to Warwick Castle

Tuesday 5 June

Year 3 to Chedworth Roman Villa

Tuesday 12 June

Year 6 to Warner Bros Studios

Friday 8 June

Aylmerton residential trip departs

Friday 22 June

Summer Fete 3-6pm

School Community

The PTFA is kindly arranging a regular drop-in for parents each Tuesday, from drop-off time to 10am, in the
Diamond Community Building. Starting the first day back after half term it’s a chance to chat with others, to relax,
and maybe even drink some coffee. It is open to ALL parents.

Year One
Year One parents and grandparents turned up in force to our Learning Afternoon on Wednesday and
the children LOVED it! They were so excited to share their work and were bursting with pride when
their parents were reading their stories, praising their progress and asking them questions about their
learning.
Meanwhile, it was Pirate Party Day yesterday and there were some wicked costumes on show. Well
done me hearties!
Family Meals Week
It was lovely to see so many Year 3 parents enjoying lunch with their children this week and experiencing part of school life. Behaviour
was good, manners were impeccable – mums and dads weren’t bad either! Kate and her team do a marvellous job in the kitchen and
the food is of a super quality, as I hope that you agree. The lunchtime supervisors do a brilliant job too and we are very lucky.
Merci, Mulțumesc and Thank You !
We are very grateful to Mrs Szekely who arranged a lovely evening for our Romanian parents at school this week.
There was a fantastic turnout! Many thanks too to one of our parents, Madame Plavonil, who answered our call for
talented parents with a lovely French assembly for our Key Stage 1 children. Tres bon!

Understanding Your Child
This term is your last chance to access the free course Understanding Your Child www.inourplace.co.uk
Just go to the link and apply the code: STLEONARDSSEP18
Over the course of the term I will provide you with some edited highlights from the course:
Containment – Containment is where parents notice the first small signs of a child’s distress and they smile or offer non-verbal
encouragement, like a nod of the head. If the problem grows the parent needs to look and listen carefully to take in their child’s
communications, to reflect on them and think about what they might be experiencing – frustration, anger, hurt. In effect, you ‘feel
what they feel’ but in a controlled way.
The next stage is where the parent is able to show that he or she has understood the child’s feelings or at least is trying to understand
them, by using words or actions. This forms a circle of communication between the two, from the child to the parent and from the
parent back to the child.
An example of this is when you hear your child cry. You see their crumpled expression and say something like “Oh, dear, it sounds like
you're tired, I wonder if you need a sleep.” Just acknowledging that you understand someone’s feelings can make all the difference!
It’s crucial for a child’s emotional wellbeing that the parent provides the containing experience where they help the child to deal
with difficult feelings. Beware that the parent does not use the child to help with their own emotions – this can be very damaging, for
example keeping a child at home away from school because their own mood is low and they need a companion.

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website: http://saintleonards.org

