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Thank you to all the children across the school who helped me with a questionnaire about their learning. A 

huge 86% of Key Stage 2 children could explain why they had a Growth Mindset and how it helps them to be 

better learners. Of our Learning Powers, Concentrate and Don’t Give Up were cited as the most useful, with 

Being Curious catching up fast especially in Years 1 and 2. Many children could explain how Learning Powers help their brain to grow!  

My favourite quote was from a Year 5 girl who told me that the biggest difference to her learning had been “Challenge! My brain has 

grown because I’ve learnt new things – I KNOW I can do it!”. There is a real challenge culture now across the school with children (and 

adults!) challenging themselves to be the best that they can.  One boy even explained to me how he uses the same skills to improve his 

cycling at home! 

Learning Journey 

The whole school curriculum plan for Term 6 has been posted on the website in ‘curriculum information’. There are some fantastic  

topics this term which will lead to high quality outcomes I am sure. Don’t forget that you will receive your child’s annual learning report 

in July, going home on Friday 13th (unlucky for some, I hope not!). 

Children’s Health 

Thank you to the over 95% of parents in Reception and Year 6 who allowed their children to be weighed by Public Health England as 

part of the National Child Measurement Programme. We have just received their report and in our school 21.3% of Reception over the 

last 3 years have been classified as overweight or obese, very similar to other schools across England where the average is 22%. By the 

time children leave us in Year 6 this has risen to over 31%, which is marginally less than the national figure of 34% which equates to one 

child in three. 

So, plenty for us all to think about in terms of both lifestyle and diet. Here at school, our cooked lunches are designed to provide a     

balanced, healthy diet over each 3 week block. We introduced WOW this year to improve the number of children walking to school and 

have improved sport participation rates significantly through the Daily Mile and numerous lunchtime and after-school clubs.  Look out 

for special discounts soon for swimming in the summer holidays at Wood Green! 

Standing in the Gap 
Standing in the Gap is a new Early Intervention mental health charity which wants to focus on children aged 0-11 years and help them 

to manage BIG emotions. Transition from primary to secondary school can be difficult for some pupils and causes anxiety in all. They are 

running a series of FREE parent talks for parents and Year 6 children - look out for the poster in Year 6 and postcards home with the 

details. All talks are at the Community Room, Waitrose, Southam Road, Banbury OX16 2FW, as follows: 

Saturday 16 and 23 June 4.30pm and 6.00pm 

Thursday 5 July 5.30pm 

Saturday 7 July 4.30pm and 6.00pm 

Thursday 12 July 5.30pm 

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



                                                                                                                               

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website:                    

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

 

Tuesday 19 June  Chenderit transition begins 

Friday 22 June  Summer Fete 3-6pm 

Wednesday 27 June  Early Years Sports Day 

Friday 29 June  School Games Celebration Day  

    Years 1 to 6 (Sports Day!!) 

Monday 2 July  Banbury Academy, BGN and NOA             

    transition begins 

Tuesday 3 July   Year 1 trip to Sea-Life Centre 

 

Returning to Teaching  ?  

   Dates for your diary ... 

Learning at St Leonard’s    

 

Aylmerton Residential 
47 children in Year 3 and 4 visited Aylmerton Field Study Centre in Norfolk last weekend. 
They completed team building activities, pirate activities, a trip to the lifeboat museum 
and Cromer, a visit to West Runton beach, a trip on a boat to see the seals and finally all 
the children had the opportunity to drive a boat on the Norfolk Broads. The children 
were very well behaved and a joy to take away. The centre staff were sorry to see them 
go (particularly “Shrek!”). A HUGE thank you to all the staff who gave up their time for 
the children and well done to the children who didn’t travel and did a wonderful kite 
project! 
 
Harry Potter  
60 children from Years 6 and 5 visited the Warner Bros Studios in Watford, on Tuesday. 
They had a fantastic day out, experiencing some of the sets used in the Harry Potter 
films, and seeing a wide range of props, costumes and scenery. They walked through 
the Enchanted Forest, gasped at the size of the Great Hall, marvelled at the shops on 
Diagon Alley and trotted through the carriages of the Hogwarts Express Train on 
Platform 9 3/4.   Also seen, were the special effects and the design departments and a 
huge model of Hogwarts Castle. The children and staff were all able to have a go at   
riding a broomstick and brought home a downloadable photo. Year 6 will now be using 
this as the basis for their writing in Term 6. 
 
Warwick Castle 
On Tuesday Year 2 visited Warwick Castle and we were all incredibly proud of how well 
our children behaved and how keen they were to learn. We had a Trebuchet talk and 
learned about the types of objects that were launched. Some of these were       dis-
gusting, such as; toilet waste, diseased animal carcasses and human heads! The  chil-
dren found this great! Most children ended up in Gaol but we felt sorry for them and 
released then before the end of the day. Overall a great day was had by all. 
 
Note – we were given a code for half price adult and children tickets over the           
summer - SCHOOLS2018. This can be used by any parent of children in the school. 

 

 

Do you, or anyone you know, hold Qualified Teacher Status? Evidence shows that there is a whole army of teachers who have left the 
profession or become part-time. Are you ready to fall in love with teaching all over again in a fantastic, friendly school? Would you like 
to return to teaching in September given the right support?  If so, please contact Mr Blackwell for a confidential conversation or see 
our vacancy page on the school website. 


