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School Games Celebration Event  

Friday 29th June saw every child in Years 1 to 6 take part in our School Games Celebration Event, with 

children competing in 24 teams and completing 12    different activities. The children thoroughly   

enjoyed a wide range of events - with everything from netball, football, speed jump, golf, sack races, 

skipping and bouncing, to bean bag balancing and penalty shoot outs!  A huge thank you must go to 

all the staff, who helped to run the events, especially Mrs Nottingham for her excellent organisation. 

We had glorious weather, and refreshments (drinks and  ice-lollies) were enjoyed by all. 

The winning team was Canada, with 426 points. Individual certificates went to a number of children, recognising their contribution to 

the School Games Values of teamwork, determination, honesty, respect, passion and self-belief. It was        inspiring to see not only the 

commitment, hard work and determination of so many children, but also the encouragement and support given by children to their 

team mates. 

Sports Day Races 

On Friday afternoon, we held our Sports Day Races, where the children who had won their individual class races were able to compete 

in the finals for both the short distance and long distance races.  

The whole school gathered on the field to cheer on the competitors and the children were very enthusiastic in their support. We had 

some fantastic performances and are looking forward to the area cross-country competition in September! Thank you to all the parents 

and families, who attended both events. 

Year 6 Market 

On Thursday, Year 6 held a fantastic market which was created with a mere £5 per group. Ideas included Butterbeer, slime, cakes, glitter 

pencils, chocolates and much more. The children have worked hard both in school and at home and have raised a                

whopping  £431.86  so far. I would like to thank all the staff who gave up their time to help at the market and the families and friends 

who supported this event. Snacks and drinks will be sold at the Reading Picnic (Tuesday 10th July) to keep you refreshed!  

Attendance 

With annual reports due to go home next week, it seems timely to mention attendance. On the report you will see the following: 

99%+ - Excellent 

96% - Good (this is the minimum target for all Banbury schools, achieved by 203 children between September and Easter)  

90-96% - Requires Improvement (because it is below the target for all Banbury schools) 

≤90% - Persistently Absent (because this is what the Government calls it when attendance is below 90%. It means that a child has 
missed over 20 days of education or 4 full weeks – almost a whole term!) 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 



 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  website:     

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

Tuesday 10 July  Reading picnic  2.15 doors for 2.30 
    start 

Friday 13 July   Annual reports home 

Tuesday 17 July  Year 3 Roman Day 

Tuesday 17 July  Year 4 Egyptian Day       

Wednesday 18 July  Year 6 production 7.00pm 

Thursday 19 July  Year 6 production 2.00pm    

Friday 20 July   PTFA School Campout 

Monday 23 July  Global Learning Exhibition starts 

      

   

Sea Life Centre 

On Tuesday, Year 1 visited The Sea Life Centre. We saw penguins, clownfish, rays, seahorses, 
jellyfish, octopus, starfish, sharks and even a giant turtle - a great way to support our sea    
animals topic. The children were keen to learn interesting facts and demonstrated their      
understanding of all that we have been learning. The children loved the 4D movie and enjoyed 
a sunny lunch picnic. As always, the children behaved impeccably and a lovely day was had by 
all. 

Movement Morning 

Reception children have been using movement to improve their learning. Thank you to all the parents who came in and shared a     
session with their children this week.   

   Dates for your diary...  

 

 

Get ready for mischief and mayhem in the FREE reading 
challenge at Banbury library, from 14th July to 15th     Sep-
tember. Oxfordshire children can join Dennis, Gnasher and 
friends in libraries this summer for an epic adventure in 
Beanotown! Find buried treasure, solve clues and collect 
stickers as you read six library books of your choice. Finish 
the challenge to get your own Beano wristband, medal and 
certificate. 

Monday 23 July  Year 6 Dinner Dance 

Tuesday 24 July  Party Day       

Wednesday 25 July  End of term 2.00pm                                                                                                           

PTFA 

… Continued 

   What we are  Doing 

   

 

Thank you so much to the PTFA and especially Lorraine Squire who has led the PTFA so well this year. They have organised two discos, 
the Christmas Fayre, a Bingo night, the Summer Fete, and there’s still the Camp Out to come! Mrs Debus and Mrs Keane have also been 
invaluable; both have put in huge amounts of work and are members of staff as well as parents. 

The money raised has paid for the inspiring author Tom Palmer to visit, for Leavers Hoodies, £100 of books per class, and for some 
Christmas decorations which were enjoyed by all.  

There is a very real danger however that the PTFA will have to close next year if more support is not forthcoming. We desperately need 
other, equally committed parents to volunteer and to help. You don’t have to commit to every event or every meeting but just knowing 
that you could help with SOME events would be useful. Even just having one parent from each class would be great and would double 
our numbers!   


