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From the Headteacher

Look out for the large public event at Castle Quay on 5 and 6 October when SCIB will be showcasing
what it is doing to keep children and families safe. Our Member of Parliament, Victoria Prentis, will be
visiting the exhibition and she is also visiting St Leonard’s in September to find out more about our
work.
Next term the focus will be upon Substance Abuse and keeping our bodies healthy. Like you I have
been disgusted with the amount of local drug activity and in September I am meeting the Commander of the Thames Valley Police, Joe
Kidman, to see if greater resources can be focused to clear this problem. Please report any drug dealers that you see in the local area
using the Crime Reference Number 118/28/6/2018. We are taking extra measures to ensure that the school site is safe for our children.
We all share responsibility for keeping our children safe. Large amounts of time outside without parental supervision raises the risk to
children and criminals target vulnerable people. Please be aware if your child has been gifted a new mobile phone by someone whom
you don’t know. Eleven and twelve year olds are increasingly being targeted in Banbury to unwittingly drop drugs for gangs. Sadly, some
of our parents are customers.
Online Safety and Cyber Bullying is an on-going concern and last week’s CLICK Anti-Bullying play for Years 5 and 6 hit home with some of
our older children. Just one click of a button can lead to terrible consequences and what we post online is in the public domain for all to
see. Year 3 and 4 will receive a visit from the Life Education Centre in November to ‘bCyberwise’.
This term Year 3 and 4 have received their Safer Together protective behaviours training and are all now more aware of their own
personal safety. This programme will be repeated next year and we will have a similar programme in place for Year 5 and 6, called Risk
Avert, from the autumn.
The long summer holiday is always a concern for me; please don’t hesitate to contact the MASH (Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) on
0345 050 7666 if you believe that any children are at serious risk of harm, or the police if you know that something has already
happened. If your concerns are milder you can pass them to school via office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk and they will be recorded
and followed up as soon as possible.
The vast majority of our children and families are amazing and there is so much to celebrate in terms of their achievements. Banbury is
a fantastic town and Grimsbury a wonderful community. Let’s support each other in providing the very best for our children so that they
can grow and thrive as young people.
Very best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their website:
http://saintleonards.org

What we are doing

Global Learning Week
Next week is Global Learning Week and children will be learning about the culture and traditions of other countries:
Reception – Poland; Year 1 – Kenya; Year 2 – Mexico; Year 3 – Jamaica and Pakistan; Year 4 – Canada and Fiji; Year 5
– India; Year 6 – the Americas.
Parents are warmly invited to attend our Global Learning Week Exhibition straight after school on Monday 23 and
Tuesday 24 July.
Reading Picnic
We had a record 85 parents turn up to our reading picnic on Tuesday and when we planned it we had no idea that we would be in the
middle of a heatwave! We hope that you all enjoyed your afternoon with us and will continue to support and encourage children with
their reading over the summer so that there is no ‘dip’ over the holidays.

Attendance

Annual reports are due home today and I hope that you have seen great progress over the year. There is a clear link between good
attendance at school and high attainment, and correspondingly poor attendance is often associated with poor progress and low
attainment.
On the report you will see the following gradings for attendance:
99%+ - Excellent
96% - Good (this is the minimum target for all Banbury schools, achieved by 203 children between September and Easter)
90-96% - Requires Improvement (because it is below the target for all Banbury schools)
≤90% - Persistently Absent (because this is what the Government calls it when attendance is below 90%. It means that a child has
missed over 20 days of education – almost a whole term!). If this is repeated every year then by Year 10 they will have missed a whole
year’s education and be a year behind in GCSEs!

Dates for your diary ….

…. Continued

Tuesday 17 July

Year 3 Roman Day

Monday 23 July

Global Learning Exhibition starts

Tuesday 17 July

Year 4 Egyptian Day

Monday 23 July

Year 6 Dinner Dance

Wednesday 18 July

Year 6 production 7.00pm

Tuesday 24 July

Party Day

Thursday 19 July

Year 6 production 2.00pm

Wednesday 25 July

End of term 2.00pm

Friday 20 July

PTFA School Campout

Thursday 6 September

Years 1 to 6 return to school

