
Newsletter  

Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel:01295262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Headteacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

            20th July 2018 

 
Happy Holidays 
School breaks up for the summer, next Wednesday at 2.00pm, and I can hardly believe how fast the year has gone! It has 
been a fantastic year for the school with the addition of our new Nursery and we know that children who are with us     
during Nursery are 3 times as likely to achieve the expected national standard at the end of Reception than other children 
who come in from outside.  
 
Phonics scores go from strength to strength and are well above the national average, and our Year 2s have achieved       
fantastic results, above national standards in most respects, with huge numbers of children achieving Greater Depth in 
their learning. 
 
Maths Mastery is proving to be a great success in raising standards in maths and we can see the stretch and challenge  
coming through in children’s confidence and reasoning. The numbers achieving Greater Depth is improving right across Key 
Stage 2.  
 
We have a fantastic staff and are indebted for the huge amount of support and encouragement which they have given the 
children, growing their Learning Power as well as keeping them safe. 
 
There have been lots of wonderful opportunities to learn, both in and out of school. Year 5 went to Steamer Point this 
week and all year groups have enjoyed some amazing learning visits. Our Learning Mornings have been enthusiastically 
attended too and we are extremely grateful to all the parents who have supported us this year, both within school and at 
home. Thank you! 
 
Have a fantastic summer wherever you may be and we look forward to 
seeing you again in September. 
 

Good Luck Year 6                                                                                                 
Year 6 leave us next week and take the huge step up to secondary school. 
Some of them have been with us for seven years whilst some of them 
joined more recently, yet all have left their mark! Each of them carries with 
them the school values of Love, Respect and Responsibility and these will 
hold them in good stead as they make new friendships and begin new jour-
neys.  The children are always welcome to visit us at any time and to tell us 
of their successes. Good luck, Year 6! 

 

End of Year Awards 

The awards opposite have been presented to Year 6 children. Well done to 

all the recipients. 

 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Headteacher 

Award Child 

Governors Award for      
Excellence 

Megan Debus 

Lesley Alcorn Award Tom Hassall 

Sport Award Tyler Parsons 
Jesse Tsotovor 
Maryam Saeed 

Art Award Ayanda Neale - Sibiya 

Music Award Immanuel Korateng 

Cricketer of the Year Ameen Hussain 

Special Awards Daisy Jones 
Tamsin Johnson 
Lily Lobban 

Maths Award Subhan Mahmood 

Writing Award Elena Williamson 

Computing Award Isabelle Piper 
James Piper 

Science Award Freddie Bambridge 



Thank You 
 

 

 

We say thank you and goodbye to a number of staff this summer and it’s always sad to see colleagues leave. Mrs Griffin 

departs for a very exciting reason as she awaits the birth of her first child. We wish Monika and her husband all the very 

best with their new arrival and will miss her infectious enthusiasm.  

 

Miss Glenn moves on after just one year, following her partner’s job to Leicestershire. She has been a huge success in Year 

Two and no end of hints about living halfway between Banbury and Leicester could persuade her to stay! We will miss you, 

Danielle. 

 

Mr Stother moves closer to home and receives deserved promotion as well. The children have loved him and rumour has it 

that his new school has an official “no tie” policy and compulsory lycra. Brian should fit in well. 

 

Miss McKenna also moves closer to home, in deepest Northamptonshire. She joined St Leonard’s at the same time as     

myself and I shall be sad to see her move on. We will miss Beth’s ICT wizadry and incredible cake-making skills which      

almost got her on Bake-Off! 

 

Mr Hummer has a change of direction too. This was his second stint at St Leonard’s and he has been a wonderful, positive 

presence for many of our most vulnerable children. Thank you, Joe. 

Hello 
 
 
 
 

At the same time we say a warm welcome to several new faces, many of whom have met their children for the first time, 

at Transfer Day today. 

 

Usma Farman joins us in Reception and will bring much to the role, being an Early Years specialist. Claire Postlethwaite 

joins  Mrs Pendle in Year One, and Amy Russell is an experienced teacher joining Year Two from Warwickshire. Year Three 

is a whole new team of Hollie Gilkes, returning to Banbury from Derbyshire, and Charlotte Hill, who has spent a lot of time 

in school already. 

 

First impressions have been very positive and we know that they will all be made very welcome at St Leonard’s. Welcome 

to our school! 

Global Learning Week   
 

 

Thank you to everyone who visited our Year 4 Egyptian Museum. It was fantastic and 

there were some amazing artefacts on show. 

 Kate, our cook, did us proud all week with her international cuisine and the Austrian 

goulash was particularly good, not to mention the incredible chocolate cake (oops, I 

just did!).  

Year 3 had their very own Roman Day, complete with costumes, and Year 1 have made 

some  impressive Kenyan masks. Don’t forget to come and see our Exhibition after school next Monday and Tuesday! 



                                                                                           

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org       

St Leonard’s Church 

St Leonard’s Church  

  
Monday 23 July    Global Learning Exhibition 
     starts 

Monday 23 July    Year 6 Dinner Dance 

Tuesday 24 July    Party Day 

Wednesday 25 July   End of term 2.00pm 

Thursday 6 September   Years 1 to 6 return to  
     school 

Monday 10 September   Nursery and Reception   
     return to school 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We loved the Year 6 production, Treachery at Traitors’ Quay. Set during the Blitz, it followed  several children on their 

evacuation out of London and involved spies, spivs, and Winston Churchill! The performance showed just how much our 

children have grown in confidence in their time at St Leonard’s. There was some lovely acting, lots of good humour, and 

some beautiful singing. The  children looked amazing in their costumes. 

Treachery !!  

Dates for your diary ... 

                        

Please can I remind parents about school uniform, ready 

for September. There is a whole school year ahead and we 

request that children wear smart, correct uniform every 

day. It doesn’t have to have the school logo but must be 

school colours. Outdoor shoes should be black. They should 

also be shoes!! It is a huge part of belonging to the school, 

showing respect for its traditions and taking responsibility 

for setting high standards.  

School Uniform  

                     

Attached is a great offer from Cherwell District Council for 

summer swimming sessions at Wood Green pool. You’ll be 

able to take the whole family swimming for £2.95 instead of 

£12.95. The Council is trying to promote family fitness and 

apparently when you register you will receive a FAST card 

entitling you to many different discounts. (This is nothing to 

do with our own After School FAST club!)  

Family Swimming  

CAMHS  

 

The new CAMHS SPA (Single Point of Access) is now active 

at last and if you have any concerns about your child’s 

emotional health over the holiday please do phone them 

for advice 01865 902515. 


