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Welcome
A very warm welcome back to St Leonard’s to all our children and families for the new school year.
It’s especially exciting to be welcoming lots of new children and families to Nursery and Reception
and we wish you all a very happy association with the school.
We are continuing to enrich the curriculum and our aim is to inspire and motivate our children to be
the very best learners that they can be. The quality of our teaching staff is at an all-time high this
year and we have some wonderful new additions to the team!
We want to get to know our parents better this year too, involving you in the life of the school and
the learning of your children. We have exciting plans in mind so watch this space! Please say hello if you see me or any of
the other school leaders around the site.
Home School Contract
This week we have sent home to you our Home and School Contract which sets out the school’s commitment to you.
Please take a moment to read the child’s section with your child/ren and to encourage them to do their best this year. Your
support is invaluable and makes a huge difference to how a child feels about school. Please return the signed copy as soon
as possible, and by next Friday, 14 September, latest. Many thanks in advance.
Attendance
Good attendance is closely linked to good progress and attainment. We were delighted to see that school attendance rose
to 95.59% last year, and 213 children exceeded the school target of 96%. This figure includes 35 children with 100%, which
was 15 more than the previous year. Several children achieved it for the second year in a row!
Our attendance winners for last term were Mrs Pendle’s class and Miss Nicklin’s class with 97.21% and 97.26%
respectively. For the year, Miss Glenn’s class (95.95%) and Mrs Nottingham’s class (96.77%) were the winners.
School Site
Our site has been hectic in the weeks leading up to September and a lot has gone on behind the scenes preparing for the
children’s return. The cleaning team have done a fantastic job; the classrooms are spotless and the hall floor looks
amazing. The car park has been re-marked and the Key Stage 1 Trim Trail has had a makeover, giving it an all-weather
surface. Thank you to everyone for all their hard work over the summer.
Wishing you all a very successful and rewarding year.

Neil Blackwell

Attendance

Learning News
As the term starts there are lots of exciting topics to look forward to. Year 2 have already made some fantastic models of
narrow boats ready for their canal trip next week, and Year 3 will be learning all about the history of Banbury and visiting
the Town Hall. I’m looking forward to reading Year 4s ‘twisted’ fairy tales—they’re off to see Prince Charming at The Mill –
and hopefully Year 5 will see the wood for the trees at Batsford Arboretum. All the other year groups are doing some
amazing learning, too, and I can’t wait to see Year 6s art this term as they do their own paintings in the style of Hokusai.

WOW!

We will be taking part in WOW again this year (Walking Once a Week to school). This has proved
very popular with the children and the programme also encourages cycling and scooting to school.
Please make use of the shelters provided at each entrance to the school for this, and avoid cycling
across the playground! This year’s theme is ‘Walk the Seasons’ – have fun this autumn collecting
leaves on the way to school!

Free Eye Tests
Please remember that eye tests are free for children and ideally they
should be tested every year. A survey published in the summer showed
that a quarter of children have NEVER had an eye test! It only takes
about 15 minutes and it’s fun.

Dates for your diary ...

Monday 10 September

Nursery and Reception children
start school

Thank You

Tuesday 11 September

PTFA coffee morning 8.45
Diamond Community Building

Tuesday 11 September 2A

Canal visit

Wednesday 12 September 2B Canal visit
Sunday 16 September

St Leonard’s Church Harvest
Festival 10.00am

Wednesday 19 September

Stay and Play starts

Wednesday 26 September

Year 4 The Mill Theatre visit

Monday 24 September

Reception children become
full-time

Thursday 27 September

PTFA AGM 7.00pm

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

