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First Week
It’s been a very busy first full week back and there has been a fantastic learning buzz around the school. The children have
been brilliant from the start, pleased to be back and making a great first impression on their teachers. They look extremely
smart in their school uniform and proud to belong to St Leonard’s. Thank you to all the parents who have said hello and
told us how well things are going.
School Values
Our School Values are Love, Respect and Responsibility and our assemblies are often based around these themes. We have
many visitors to school and they often comment upon how well our children model the school values. This term we are
particularly thinking about Love and how we can be caring and show appreciation of others.
Attendance

Please find attached a letter regarding attendance at Banbury Schools, signed by 4 local secondary schools and 9 primaries.
The letter sets out the importance of good attendance at school and the target across the district is to equal the national
average of 96% for the year, which means less than 7 school days absence in a year.
Last year 32 children had attendance below 90%, which the government calls Persistent Absence as this is over 4 weeks of
missed learning. As well as this, 15 children were persistently late and this is very rarely the child’s fault. Help them start
the day well by getting to school on time, by 8.40 latest.
A polite reminder that we are unable to authorise holidays in school time and any unauthorised absence will receive a
Penalty Notice Warning, as per County policy.
Our Staff
We are very lucky to have the most amazing staff team here at school. They are incredibly hard working and loyal, and
passionate about doing the best for our children. In total, we have 4 office staff, 22 teachers, 29 teaching assistants, 9
lunchtime supervisors, 5 kitchen staff, 4 site staff and 1 ICT technician, making 74 adults in total!
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

The School Leadership Team

The School Leadership Team is made up of Head Teacher, Neil Blackwell and Deputy Head Teacher, Sarah Moon. We also
have two Assistant Head Teachers, Sally Philpott our SENDCo (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator), and Caroline Debus,
Key Stage 1 leader. Rachel Lacey is Upper Key Stage 2 leader (Years 5 and 6) and Toni Pratley is Interim Early Years leader
(Nursery and Reception). Miss Moon is taking the lead for Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) this year. Please don’t hesitate
to speak to any of us in the playground if you have concerns of any kind.

What We Are Doing

School Councillors
This is a big week for our children in getting positions of responsibility. There are vacancies on School Council and Sports
Council, plus our new Eco Council which will be run by Mrs Mortimer. We’ll tell you more about each of these later.
Library
Mrs Hancock does a fantastic job organising our School Library and children are able to visit and take out books after school
each evening from Monday to Thursday. Well worth a visit and of course it’s FREE!
Clubs
There are a great range of clubs on offer for children again this term, both at lunchtimes and after school. New and exciting
this term are French and Spanish Club. We’re also pleased to be offering the FAST Activity Club for families, organised by
Cherwell, and including football with Banbury United, cricket and netball . This is for parents to accompany their children
and have fun together and is FREE! Forms are available on-line and at reception and should be returned to school by next
Tuesday, please.

St Leonard’s Church
Thank You

Reverend Sue is always a popular visitor to school. During
the year all classes visit Church and we have Harvest,
Christmas, Easter and end of year celebrations, as well as
regular Holy Communions. This Sunday, 16 September, our
choir is contributing to the Harvest Festival at 10am and we
hope that some of you will be able to attend.

PTFA
Apologies but the coffee morning will not start until
Tuesday 25 September, in the Diamond Community
Building from drop-off in the morning. We’d love as many
of you to attend as possible and also to think about going
to the AGM (Annual General Meeting) on Thursday, 27
September at 7.00pm. Our children need your ideas and
enthusiasm to make the PTFA work!

Family Support

The first Stay and Play session of the year is next Wednesday, from 8.45 to 10.30 in the Diamond Building. All toddlers are
welcome - come along and meet Parveen who will make you feel at home. Families do not have to have older siblings at
St Leonard’s so tell your friends that they are very welcome!
The Drop-in sessions for families of Pakistani Heritage will be on Tuesday afternoons 2.00 – 3.00pm and there will be
English Language classes with the fantastic Karen on Thursdays 1.30-3.00 pm, starting next week, 20 September. Please
let the Office know as soon as possible if you wish to attend.

Dates for your diary ...

Sunday 16 September

St Leonard’s Church
Harvest Festival 10.00am

Wednesday 19 September

Stay and Play starts

Monday 24 September

Reception children become
full-time

Monday 24 September

Family Meals Week Year 3

Tuesday 25 September

PTFA Coffee Morning starts

Wednesday 26 September

Year 4 The Mill Theatre visit

Rainbows

A warm welcome to all Rainbows who have now moved
their group to our Diamond Community Building, on
Wednesdays just before Brownies. It’s lovely to have so
many children using school outside of school hours.

… Continued

Thursday 27 September

PTFA AGM 7.00pm

Saturday 6 October

SCIB event, Castle Quay

Wednesday 17 October

School photographs

Wednesday 26 September2.15 Year 1 Phonics assembly
Wednesday 26 September

Book Fair arrives
Tues 6 and Wed 7 November Parents Evenings

