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Safeguarding Children In Banbury (SCIB) 

There’s no gentle way to say this: 

At 31 July 2018, 734 children in Oxfordshire had been removed from their parents and placed in the care of the Local     
Authority.   

719 more were on Child Protection plans because they were at high risk of harm. 

1004 more again were on Child In Need plans meaning that support was needed to prevent damage to their health and 
development. 

There were 4461 (FOUR THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED AND SIXTY ONE!) open social care cases.  

What is going on?! 

The greatest concentration of concerns are in Oxford City and Banbury, and Grimsbury is second in the whole of              
Oxfordshire for Domestic Violence. Grimsbury is second in Banbury for Social Care referrals.  

We have to find ways of stopping this and one way is by giving children the skills to keep themselves healthy and safe, if 
the adults cannot do it for them. 

We had a visit on Wednesday from our Member of Parliament, Victoria Prentis. She spent the morning visiting some of our 
youngest children in class and had lunch with some of our elder children. 

The purpose of the visit was for her to learn more about the work of Safeguarding 
Children In Banbury, and how local schools and agencies are working together to 
protect our children. 

Next Friday and Saturday, 5 and 6 October, is the SCIB public event at Castle Quay 
and it’s your turn to find out more! We want as many parents as possible to visit us 
to see some of the great work that children have done across Banbury and to ask 
any questions that you have. We should be in the unit next to USC, just two doors 
up from Costa! 

The aims of the event are: 

 To celebrate children’s learning  
 To raise awareness of SCIB in general and safeguarding issues in particular 
 To improve community (parental!) involvement and engagement in tackling challenging issues 
 
SCIB has developed curriculum materials so that every school in Banbury, both primary and secondary, teaches                
age-appropriate units of work on:  

 Substance Abuse 
 Online Safety and  
 CSE (Child Sexual Exploitation).  
 
Last year every Year 3 and 4 child in Banbury received input about Protective Behaviours to keep themselves safe. This year 
we are also thinking how to keep children safe from criminal and drug exploitation.  

Continued on Page 2... 

From the Head Teacher 



Thank You 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org       

 

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2) 

Year 1 this year consists of the legendary Mrs Pendle and Miss Postlethwaite 
who is new to the school (try saying Postle-thwaite, it’s much easier that way!) 
Together they make a fantastic team and the children have made a wonderful 
start, seeming so grown-up already! Thank you to everyone who attended the 
Phonics sessions this week; we hope you found it useful.     

We also welcome Mrs Russell to Year Two. She’s an experienced teacher from 
Warwickshire and she joins forces with the redoubtable Mrs Debus. They’re   
already an extraordinary team, alongside the unforgettable Mrs Hetherington, 
and there’s just a little too much laughter in their planning meetings for my 

liking! Year Two have already visited Banbury Museum and travelled on a canal boat this term. They are very happy learners 
and a delight to have at St Leonard’s. 

Making up the Key Stage 1 team we also have Mrs Phipps and Mrs Hancock, both HLTAs, who quite often teach the classes 
too. Add in Miss Mclaughlin, Mrs Johnstone, Miss Ahmed, Miss Fox, Miss Malik and Miss Ford and we are blessed indeed.   

St Leonard’s Church  

Departmental News  

                     

This Tuesday, at the second attempt, we held our annual cross country event. Every child from Years 1 to 6 took part, and 
showcased a fantastic range of running skills, determination and sportsmanship - particularly the younger children, who 
gave our Year 6 sports helpers a run for their money! Almost every single child completed their race and we all had a      
fantastic time in the sunshine. The top ten children from each race go on to represent our school at Wykham Park Academy 
next Thursday, where we will be attempting to win the competition and trophy for the 4th year running.  

Cross Country  

                                  

Thank you to everybody who has visited the Book Fair so far 

and it will also be at school on Monday and Tuesday next 

week. The more that you buy, the more books that we will 

be able to get as a school. Many thanks in advance! 

Book Fair   

 

Our work is fully supported by the Thames Valley Police, Oxford Health, Cherwell District Council, LCSS (Local Community 
Support Service) and the Family Support Service. Turning Point and Aquarius, Health Visitors and School Nurses, the    
Smoking Cessation group and the Fire Service will be attending our exhibition and TWENTY schools are represented, so 
thank you to: Bishop Loveday, Christopher Rawlings, Cropredy, Dashwood, the Grange, Hanwell Fields, Hardwick, Harriers, 
Hill View, Longford Park, NOA, Orchard Fields, Queensway, St Joseph’s, St John’s, St Mary’s, Warriner, William Morris, 
and Wykham Park.  

Victoria Prentis will be visiting us on Friday, and Tanayah Sam, a reformed drug dealer will be there on Saturday afternoon 
to warn about drugs. Sixth Formers from Wykham Academy will be providing a drama about the issues facing teenagers 
growing up. 

Safeguarding Children In Banbury is everyone’s business, not just teachers or the police. Children have the right to grow 
up safe, secure and loved and we need EVERYONE in our town to step up to the mark. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

...From the Head Teacher continued  



Wow!  
 

 

We had a visitor from Walk Once a Week to school in     

assembly this week and this is a great way to raise activity 

levels and to improve fitness. We took part last year and  

children earn some lovely badges for taking part. Given 

how difficult it is sometimes to park outside school why 

not give it a try this year. 

FAST programme 

  

Monday 1 October   UTC Aerospace assembly 

Wednesday 3 October   Year 1 Learning Morning 

Thursday 4 October   Banbury Cross Country  
     Wykham Park Academy 

Saturday 6 October   SCIB event, Castle Quay 

Monday 8 October   Great Book Giveaway 

Thursday 11 October   Year 6 Learning Afternoon 

Wednesday 17 October   School photographs 

Tues 6 and Wed 7 November  Parents Evenings 

Dates for your diary ... 

 

 

The FAST programme starts after school on Tuesday and a     

reminder that this is for parents and children to have fun       

together. A FAST card entitles holders to all sorts of      

benefits including free entry to Banbury United football 

games. A flyer is attached with full details. 


