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St. Leonard’s is a Church of England School. All policies implemented across the school support the creation 
of a learning culture which celebrates our Christian ethos and core values of Love, Respect and 
Responsibility.  
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Aim 
Our school believes that every child is entitled to a high quality mathematics education, which will provide a 
foundation for them understanding the world and provide confidence in every aspect of their future lives. 
We aim to give children a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the subject. It is our belief that children 
should: 
 

Ø become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, so that they: 
• have a well-developed sense of number values 
• know by heart key number facts, e.g. times-tables and related division facts, number bonds – 

in line with the latest programmes of study 
• apply knowledge of the above to work out connected facts 

Ø reason mathematically, so that they: 
• are able to follow a line of enquiry  
• provide generalisations and proof of findings around their investigations 
• are able to justify their thinking, e.g. as to why a particularly calculation strategy is the most 

efficient 
Ø solve problems by applying their understanding of mathematics, so that they: 

• encounter a variety of both routine and non-routine problems 
• are able to select specific maths skills and/or operations 
• persevere with a line of enquiry, breaking down increasingly complex problems into a series 

of smaller steps 
 
 

Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based and which: 

§ promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at the school 
and of society, and 

§ prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

The Department for Education - September 2014 

 



Coverage: 
In order that our children get a broad and balanced mathematical curriculum, we will ensure that the 
following domains are covered each year: 

Ø Number: 
• number and place value 
• addition and subtraction 
• multiplication and division 
• fractions, including decimals and percentages 

Ø Measurement: 
Ø Geometry 

• properties of shape 
• position and direction 

Ø Statistics 
Ø Ratio and proportion (Year 6) 
Ø Algebra (Year 6, although the foundations will be taught from Key Stage 1) 

 
Our school is committed to fostering positive attitudes towards the subject, whilst ensuring that all pupils 
develop deep conceptual understanding (in part, through exposure to a range of models and images) and 
mastery across the domains listed above, and in line with their age group. Teachers will actively diagnose 
and address perceived ‘gaps’ in conceptual understanding. Pupils’ learning is then developed and as a result 
of the curriculum’s focus on children making connections, our school will provide regular and stimulating 
cross curricular enrichment opportunities. 
 
Organisation: 
At St Leonard’s Primary School we teach Maths through a focus on Fluency, Reasoning and Problem Solving.  
We have introduced a Mastery approach towards teaching Maths. This will be more developed in some 
classes than others as it filters through our teaching. The non-negotiables are an emphasis on reasoning; 
the use of apparatus to prove thinking; and teaching as a whole class, ensuring that all children make 
progress together. There is an emphasis on deepening understanding. Equipment such as Numicon, 
Diennes and counters are key across the school. Our key images are tens frames, bar models and cherry 
models.  
 
The mastery approach is being embedded across the school. All classes are focusing more on reasoning and 
use of concrete apparatus to prove thinking. The main aim of such an approach is to ensure that our 
children develop deep knowledge of mathematical concepts, so that those pupils beginning their education 
at school do not develop gaps in their learning over time.  As a result of this approach being taken, it is likely 
that those undertaking learning walks and/or monitoring activities will see more whole-class teaching than 
may have been evident before the implementation of the new approach. 
 
Where a mastery approach is being taken, pupils progress through curriculum content at the same pace, 
although support/intervention is used to move groups of children on so that they are able to:  

• Grasp concepts and methods, e.g. through more varied use of practical equipment – in the case of 
lower attainers  

• Be challenged through exposure to greater depth in their learning, e.g. through tackling more 
complex problems in a different context - in the case of higher attainers/rapid graspers  

 



As a result, differentiation is sometimes likely to appear more subtle than before, however, it should be 
noted that varied use of practical resources/models and images, plus questioning that requires deeper 
reasoning is used to ensure that all children are supported and/or challenged appropriately. Practise and 
consolidation play a central role in pupils’ learning experiences. Although the ‘pace’ in lessons may 
sometimes  appear to be slow, this is enhancing the development of deep understanding of mathematical 
concepts. Further challenge is provided to all children through use of problem solving, which may or may 
not be linked with a real-life context.  
 
Developing reasoning skills is at the heart of the mastery approach; this involves a change of emphasis from 
quantity to quality. Questions on worksheets are designed to envelop all pupils through our number choices 
and variety. Book trawls should show more depth and reasoning rather than pages of practise calculations.  
 
Children are encouraged to challenge and support each other, and adults, in order to develop their 
reasoning skills and depth of understanding. This will be seen verbally in the classrooms during maths 
lessons. 
 
Interactive Whiteboards  
Teachers from year 1 to 6 use daily powerpoints or notebooks which run through the lesson. Slides are 
colour coded to include challenge, trying it out, reasoning and independence, which can include support 
where needed (maths surgery). These are aimed to support and challenge the children as well as to develop 
their reasoning skills.  
 
SEND/Equal Opportunities 
We aim to include SEND children fully in the daily maths lesson with adult support where necessary.  The 
work is differentiated more subtly, through questioning and support. On occasion this may be more 
obvious, through an adapted worksheet.   
 
Able pupils will need to reason their answers to deepen their understanding before moving onto extension 
or enrichment tasks which are linked to the theme of the lesson. These enable the pupils to apply their skills 
in more challenging contexts. 
 
Throughout the planning stages we ensure that the Mathematics curriculum is available to all pupils, with 
equal and appropriate access regardless of gender, race, faith, physical ability or SEND. 
 
EAL pupils may also be supported during the daily lesson, with an emphasis on extending their 
mathematical vocabulary.  A variety of resources, such as equipment and visual aids are used to aid their 
learning; this includes wall displays. 
 
The role of support staff is to help each child to play a full part in every lesson. 
 
Home Learning 
Home learning expectations for the different key stages can be found on our school website. 
 
Leadership and Management Roles 
The role of the Maths Leader is to:  
• Improve standards in Maths and to check on pupil progress 
• Develop and update Maths policy via the Maths Steering group 
• Ensure that agreed policy is implemented across the school 



• Take responsibility for the purchase of departmental resources 
• Give support to colleagues including advice on training courses 
• Provide or organise training for TAs 
• Keep up to date with developments in Maths Mastery and attend relevant courses.   
• Monitor maths within school in line with the SIP 
• Collect and monitor medium term plans for challenge 
• Analyse SATs results 
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