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Imagineering 

Following on from our successful Aspirations Week in May we were very grateful this week to have a visit from staff at UTC 
Aerospace who led a fantastic assembly, showing how our imagination and creativity can be put to use in the world of 
work. They followed this up with Imagineering sessions in Years 5 and 6 where children had to use creativity and problem 
solving skills to make different styles of paper aeroplanes. They also donated a large number of books to the school. Huge 
thanks to Sally, Lee, Steve and everyone who helped! 

Sleep Hygiene 

Next Wednesday, 10 October, is World Mental Health Day. To mark it all, our children are learning about Sleep Hygiene. 
Just like we have to look after our teeth to feel our best, we also have to look after our sleep. It is no exaggeration to say 
that, on any particular morning, we visit classrooms around the school and 5 or 6 children will be yawning their heads off 
and showing poor concentration. Children need to be reminded to go to bed at an appropriate time, with calm activities 
beforehand such as having a bath, reading or listening to a story. Xboxes, television, bright lights and/or sharing a noisy 
bedroom do not help them develop good sleep habits and some children never wake up feeling refreshed. What is your 
child’s sleep hygiene like? 

Link between Literacy and well-being 

There was an interesting report in the media last week showing evidence that children who read more have, on the whole, 
greater levels of well-being and are better able to manage stress. Conversely, children who read the least are less likely to 
have good emotional health and be able to manage their moods. Miss Moon did a lovely assembly to Key Stage 2 about 
mindfulness on Tuesday, with the message that it’s always okay to talk to someone about how you’re feeling. We hope 
that children (and adults!) heed this advice. 

Reception Learning Morning 

The first Reception Learning Morning of the year is next Friday, at the start of the day. Please come in and see how your 
little boy or girl has settled into school. We’ll also give you a welcome pack about School readiness, simple things that you 
can do to make sure that your child gets the best out of school. Communication and Language is particularly important – 
talking with and listening to your child. You’ll be able to see some of the activities that we do at school to encourage this. 

Year 6 Learning Afternoon 

The first Year 6 Learning Afternoon is next Thursday, 11 October at 2.45am. This is a huge year for them and they’ve    
made a fantastic start! Find out more about what’s expected in the SATs in May and ask us about secondary schools if you 
still haven’t made up your mind. Applications close at the end of October! 

Telephone Numbers 

In a fast moving world it’s easy sometimes to forget but please let us know if your contact details change. It’s amazing how 

often we find numbers out of date and sometimes this can lead to great anxiety for a child, for example if they’re feeling ill. 

Thank you in advance. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher    



Thank You 

 

 

 

On 4 October pupils from St Leonard’s School took part in a Cross Country tournament at Wykham Park Academy. 

After lots of different stretches to warm up with Year 1 and 2 girls started first, followed shortly afterwards by the Year 1 
and 2 boys who were in the lead at one point. Next up were Years 3 and 4 and their warm up was even harder! By the time 
they reached the second field they were amazing! The Year 5 and 6 girls and boys then wowed us with their extraordinary 
running. 

Our amazing school came 4th out of 12 schools. I’m sure that everyone had a great time! 

By Emily D (injured superstar and ace reporter for the day!) 

Cross Country  

 
 
 

Year 5 will be leading a Harvest Service in Church next   

Wednesday, 10 October, at 2pm. All parents are welcome to 

attend the service. We will be having a school Harvest           

Celebration on the last day of term – Friday 19 October. We 

would welcome any donations of non-perishable food to      

present to the Banbury Food Bank that day.                                                                                                                              

Departmental News  

Harvest  

 
 

Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and Year 4) 

We’re very excited about Lower Key Stage 2 this year and there is a completely 
new team in Year 3. Mrs Gilkes is a Banbury girl and returns home after several 
years teaching in Leicestershire. She has a lovely manner and the children are  
already continuing their good progress from last year. Miss Hill is friendly and 
cheerful and has found her feet already. You’ll love meeting her at Parents     
Evening, if you haven’t already. 
 
In Year 4 we have the almost veteran (!) Miss Nicklin who is doing her best to 
swerve the roadworks in Brackley and is relentlessly thoughtful and patient. 
Alongside her is ‘home grown’  Miss Lyford, now in her second year teaching at   
St Leonard’s, who is thriving with her new recruits and just as enthusiastic as ever. Mrs Mallarky is HLTA and keeps us all in 
our place! 
 
Supporting them are our very capable TAs – Miss Packham and Mrs Malik in Year 3, Mrs Embra, Mrs Hanif and Mrs 

Fortnum in Year 4. 

St  Leonard’s Church 

Safeguarding Children In Banbury  

                                

 

Find out what  is happening in our church by going to 

their website:    http://saintleonards.org  

There will be a Pet Service at St Leonard’s Church on 

Sunday 14 October, at 10 am. Everyone is welcome, 

especially our furry (and possibly scaly!) friends. 

 

 

Thank you to Mabel for designing our flyer for the Safeguarding Children In     

Banbury event, attached, which takes place today and Saturday at Castle Quay. 

Please call in and see us if you can – it’s for everybody; whether to show an      

interest, be signposted to support, or just to ask a question. We’re in a unit in  

between USC and Costa and CAMHS will be there, Family Solutions, Aquarius   

and many others. Tanayah Sam is there from 12 to 4 on Saturday and there are      

balloons, pens and rulers to give away. 



Great Book Giveaway 

  

Saturday 6 October   SCIB event, Castle Quay 

Monday to Wednesday   8-10 October Great Book  
     Giveaway 

Tuesday 9 October   Nursery School Readiness  
     morning 

Wednesday 10 October   Open Day for new parents 
      9.30am 

Wednesday 10 October   Year 5 Harvest Service in    
     Church 2pm 

Thursday 11 October   Year 6 Learning Afternoon 

Friday 12 October    Reception Learning Morning 

Wednesday 17 October   School photographs 

Friday 19 October    Harvest Celebration Assembly – 
     Please donate items for the 
     Food Bank 

Tues 6 and Wed 7 November  Parents Evenings 

Dates for your diary ... 
 

 

We are giving away lots of books 

next week, all still in reasonable 

condition and FREE of charge. The 

books will be in the Quad area 

and we would like to offer them 

to Early Years and Key Stage 1 on Monday, to Key Stage 

2 (Years 3 to 6) on Tuesday, with any leftover open to 

all on Wednesday. Please take them home, as it gives 

us more space for new books in the library and within 

classrooms. 


