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Open Days
It’s that time of year again when parents have to be thinking about school places for
September 2019. From 25 October you can apply online for a primary school place in
Reception https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/starting-school/onlineapplications
If you need any help with an application, or if you know anyone else who does, then
please get in touch and we will assist. There is an Open Day here at school on Friday
16 November, from 9.00am.
School Readiness
How do parents ensure that children are ready to start school? What skills do children need in order to settle and be
happy? There have been lots of reports published in recent years and time and time again it is communication and
language that is most important for children. Just talking with your child, asking them questions, encouraging their
curiosity, sharing stories and nursery rhymes are all important. Talking about things that you see in the park or walking
around the supermarket, identifying colours, or shapes or numbers are very useful. Attached to this newsletter is a School
Readiness guide which is useful for all parents of young children.
SCIB
Thank you to everyone who attended the SCIB event at Castle Quay last week. It was
lovely to see so many parents showing an interest in the issues surrounding our
children, and next term we will have a focus upon Substance Abuse. Year 5 and Year
6 will be watching a production called Meet The Stinkers, about a family of smokers!
There’ll also be a chance for parents to stop smoking through Smoke Free Homes
who will be bringing their van to our playground.
Pastoral support
We are very lucky to have close ties with our Church, St Leonard's and
Reverend Sue and her team help many families over the course of a
year. If you have non-school issues affecting your family and would like
friendship, support or just someone to talk to Sue can be contacted at
revsueb@btinternet.com or via telephone (details on the church
noticeboard). Church is always open for you to pop in to on Wednesday
mornings between 10.30 and 12 and again on Saturday mornings, and
parents of all faiths are welcome or even no faith at all.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Departmental News
Upper Key Stage Two (Years 5 and 6)
We are delighted with our new team. Mrs Lacey is the Departmental Leader in
Year 6, exerting her calm authority on everyone. She teaches alongside the
irrepressible Mrs Nottingham (not pictured), with French-speaking Mrs Hobbs
teaching Mondays and Fridays, one day per class. In Year 5, for the second year
running, we have cricket-loving Mr Clark, bookworm Mrs Vere and Grand Prix
fan, HLTA Mrs Mortimer. Together they are ably assisted by Mrs Bignell, Mrs
Dunwoody, Mrs Cole, Mrs Nurden, Mrs Ali, Mrs Morgan and Miss Ahmed.
This week Year 6 have visited the River Cherwell and Grimsbury Reservoir to find
out about our water system and yesterday 15 parents visited our Learning
Afternoon to find out more how to support children moving towards secondary school. Thank you for attending!
Year 5 have been to St Leonard’s Church for their Harvest Festival and performed beautifully. Miss Moon said it was one of
the best services she had seen from our children (and she’s seen LOTS!).Thank you to everyone who supported the
children by attending Church.

Dates for your diary ...

St Leonard’s Church

Thank You
Wednesday 17 October

School photographs

Friday 19 October

Harvest Celebration – Please
donate items for the Food Bank

W/c 5 November

Year 6 Parents Meetings

Tues 6 and Wed 7 November Parents Evenings for Reception
and Years 1 to 4
W/c 12 November

Anti-Bullying Week

Friday 16 November

Open Day for prospective
parents from 9.00am

Friday 16 November

Child In Need

W/c 19 November

Year 5 Parents Meetings

Find out what is happening in our church by going to
their website: http://saintleonards.org
There will be a Pet Service at St Leonard’s Church on
Sunday 14 October, at 10 am. Everyone is welcome,
especially our furry (and possibly scaly!) friends.

Harvest

Don’t forget that next Friday is our Harvest
Celebration at school and we would welcome any
non-perishable goods that you can spare for us to pass
on to the Banbury Food Bank. This is a fantastic
organisation which has helped several of our families
this year so well worth supporting.

