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Our Amazing School
When you read this week’s newsletter, please reflect on the following:
100% of our parents are pleased with their children’s progress at St Leonard’s
Over 97% of parents have attended this term’s parents meetings
School attendance is over 97% for the first time ever
99% of children are well behaved and consistently live out our school values
All of the above is evidence that we have strong support from our parent community and the proof can be seen in our
amazing children. Every time we have visitors to school, they are impressed by the polite and purposeful atmosphere and
the children’s work has never looked better.
This doesn’t happen by chance and I hope that you will join me in showing your appreciation to our wonderful staff. There
are reports today of the Stackpole residential trip and the Dance Festival, and there are numerous extra-curricular sports
clubs and competitive events. Staff give up their time freely and are already planning Christmas decorations and
productions.
I am so proud of everyone at St Leonard’s.
Parent Questionnaire feedback
We have had 55 replies to our questionnaire so far with 100% stating, “My child is happy at St Leonard’s and enjoys coming
to school” and 100% “pleased with my child’s progress at this school”. The biggest improvement was with the provision of
homework, with 97% now happy.
The amount of parents who strongly agreed with statements compared to last year was increased in 12 out of 13
questions, with 78% strongly agreeing that they are “proud to send my child to St Leonard’s”.
The largest figure for disagree or strongly disagree was just 3%! Thank you to everybody who responded.
Children In Need
Learning to give to others is a life skill and our children and families are always very generous. Thank you for your support
for Children In Need this year and we raised £320.50.
Nursery rhymes and stories
There is a session for Nursery and Reception parents next Wednesday, 28 November, when we will be looking at reading
with children, stories and rhyme. Parents of older children are also welcome as this is such an important activity, not only
building children’s language skills and understanding but building that mutual attachment which is so important to
emotionally healthy children.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Our Amazing Children
Stackpole Residential
38 children from Year 5 and 6 returned from a week's adventure in Pembrokeshire, Wales.
They took part in many challenging activities including long walks to explore the Stackpole
beaches, biking along off-road tracks and through streams, exploring rockpools, canoeing,
orienteering, and rock climbing. They faced all of these challenges with a true growth mindset
and used their learning powers to conquer each activity. On the final day, they completed a
beach clean where they removed several bags of plastic rubbish to help conserve the nature
reserve. The children were exceptional in their behaviour, manners and the company they
provided for each other and the staff - they really did themselves and their parents proud.
A huge thank you to Mrs Lacey, Mr Clark, Mrs Dunwoody and Miss Packham for giving up their time to provide this
amazing experience.
Lest We Forget
The children that didn't go to Stackpole had a topic week, learning about World War 1. They
studied World War 1 poetry and wrote their own war poems. They also did some amazing art
which they should be rightly proud of.
Dance Festival
On Tuesday 20th, Mrs Lacey’s dance troupe boarded the train to Oxford, with grass skirts and
colourful t-shirts in hand. They joined
over 30
other Oxfordshire Primary schools in the annual
Thank
You
dance festival at Oxford’s New Theatre, and were the only school from Banbury. The children
danced a samba to a Strictly Come Dancing inspired routine. They were full of energy and
musicality, Darcy Bussell would have been impressed! All of the children, parents and teachers
had a wonderful time. Special thanks go to Mrs Lacey who choreographed a fab-u-lous routine
and organised a fun filled day!

Music Lessons
Thank you to Mr Ashton who presented a fantastic
assembly this week. We are very lucky that World Beats
Music teach our Year 3 children African drums, Year 4
ukulele and Year 6 composition and musicianship. There is
also the chance for individual music lessons, including the
drums. If you are interested, please apply using the details
to be provided soon.

Germ Warfare
Mrs Farman’s reception class had a visit from a local
children’s doctor this week. He answered many questions
and spoke to the children about how they can keep
themselves healthy. He used ultra-violet light to show all
the germs on our hands and children were taught how to
wash their hands thoroughly – the best way to keep germs
away!

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website: http://saintleonards.org

Health and Safety
We had our annual Health and Safety Inspection this week
and it was beyond reproach with very strong compliance in
all areas. Huge thanks (and well done) to Mrs Keane, Mrs
Hawkins and to Miss Moon for all their efforts.

Oxfordshire Children and Young People’s Plan 2018-2021
The Children’s Trust has published its plan for Oxfordshire 2018-2021. The fourth of its four main aims is for children to
Be Supported:
Be empowered to know who to speak to when in need of support
Access information in a way which suits them best
Have inspiring role models
Talk to staff who are experienced and caring
All children are frequently reminded about the different adults whom they can speak to at school if they have a problem.
Many of our adults are inspiring in different ways and we invite in faith leaders and youth workers to give positive
messages. Our staff are both experienced and caring, and often go the ‘extra mile’ in meeting the needs of children.

Dates for your diary ...
Tuesday 27 November

Flu vaccinations Reception to
Year 5

Wednesday 28 November

Reading, stories and rhyme
session for parents – 8.45 am
hall

… Continued
Wednesday 12 December

Christmas Dinner day

Friday 14 December

Nursery and Reception
Nativity 9.30 and 2.00pm

Tuesday 18 December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas
performance AM

Wednesday 28 November

Year 3 and 4 Holy Communion

Monday 3 December

Fun Maths afternoon and
evening 2.15 and 6.30pm hall

Tuesday 18 December

Year 6 Carol service
St Leonard’s Church PM

Wednesday 5 December

Year 5 and 6 Holy Communion

Wednesday 19 December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas
performance PM

Thursday 6 December

Christmas Disco

