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Key Stage 1 and 2 

Children study the following subjects in Key Stage 1 and 2 based upon National Curriculum 2014 
(unless otherwise stated): 

English – There is no prescription on the genres we must cover, but the writing leader has a long 
term plan, which has been worked on by the steering group – to ensure variety and progression. 

• Word reading and phonics 
• Comprehension 
• Transcription 
• Composition 
• Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation  

Mathematics – taught using a mastery approach 

• Number and place value 
• Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 
• Fractions (decimals from Year 4 and decimals and percentages in Years 5 and 6) 
• Measurement 
• Geometry – Properties of shape and position and direction 
• Statistics (from Year 2 upwards) 
• Ratio and proportion (Year 6) 

 

Science 

Art 

Computing 

Design and Technology 

Geography 

History 

Music 

PE 

Modern Foreign Language (currently French) – Key Stage 2 only 

RE – Oxfordshire Agreed Syllabus 

PSHCE – School own syllabus – including work by SCIB 

There are objectives for spoken language which run through both key stages – these are developed 
throughout the years and are included in all subject areas. 
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Curriculum Design in Key Stage 1 and 2 

Our curriculum is generally taught through a topic or theme. Some subjects may be taught discretely 
such as Maths, computing, science, and RE. 

Children will have a hook at the beginning of each term – past examples have included an 
earthquake scenario in the classroom for the ‘What a Disaster’ topic, an educational visit (Banbury 
Canal) and a DVD of an event. The children will then explore the theme/topic in other areas of the 
curriculum such as Art and Design, English, Humanities. 

At the end of the term children will produce a finished project – this could be a museum for parents 
to attend, publication of some work for display, sharing work with other year groups. 

We aim to introduce lots of cross curricular writing throughout the topic, as this was an OFSTED 
action point and this year we are asking teachers to plan cross curricular maths into the topic.  

The majority of mornings in the timetable are dedicated to English and Maths, but other subjects 
can be taught through these subjects – such as writing instructions for how to mummify an Egyptian 
body, writing a newspaper report about the Gunpowder plot or measuring rainfall in different areas 
of India. 

Our timetables are flexible and teachers do plan in Topic Days where a whole day is dedicated to a 
subject – this happens a lot with the Design and Technology curriculum and in Year 3 they have a 
pizza day, where they design packaging and make pizzas for a given person. 

On two occasions within the year the children come together to have a similar theme. Term 3 is Take 
One Picture topic and each Year group studies a different picture which fits in with the theme of 
their term. They produce work which is displayed in an exhibition at the end of the topic and parents 
are invited to share their work. 

Similarly, in July each year we have a global learning week where all year groups study different 
countries for a week and produce work for an exhibition – similar in style to the Take One Picture 
exhibition. 

Our curriculum is complemented by a regular programme of educational visits and visitors. Children 
will go on at least one educational visit per year, which is linked to their topic. Past educational visits 
have included: visit to Whipsnade Zoo as a part of the Year 4 Science curriculum, visit to Harry Potter 
Studios as a stimulus for writing and a visit to Chedworth to see a Roman villa in Year 3.  

Children also have the opportunity to go on a residential in Key Stage 2, Year 3 and 4 visit Aylmerton 
Field Study Centre in Norfolk and Kingswood centre in Staffordshire (alternate years) and Stackpole 
in Pembrokeshire in Year 5 and 6. Next year we are going to visit Brancaster study centre – hopefully 
so Year 5 and 6 can visit on alternate years. 

We also have visitors into the school such as: Atomic Tom and Cosmic Chris for science week, School 
Nurse team for sex and relationships sessions and Banbury Museum to look at Viking artefacts. 
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