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Word Gap 

Thank you to all the parents who visited school this Wednesday to find out 
more about reading and rhyme. Some studies show that there can be a gap as 
wide as 30 million words in the number of words that children hear by the age 
of 3, and this has all sorts of implications for school.  

Language is the principal tool of communication and every interaction, both 
with teachers and friends, depends upon having the words to express       
yourself. Reading stories to children, even before they are old enough to read 
themselves, is one of life’s great joys and a way to explore and to learn new words. Nursery rhymes are perfect for picking 
up the rhythm of our language as are tongue twisters for older children (“Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled  peppers…!”) 

Objects and toys can be used to tell stories. A bear can be used to teach the story of Goldilocks, helping children to learn 
about small, medium and large, hot and cold, not to mention the perils of house breaking! The more stories that children 
have heard, then the more ideas they will have when it comes to telling or writing their own. 

Learning Mornings 

Thank you to all the parents who visited Year 5 on Wednesday for their Learning Afternoon. We also had around 30        
parents at the recent Year 2 Learning Morning and almost as many for the Year 4 Learning Afternoon the week before. 
Thank you so much for your support with our children’s learning and they love to see you! We also have a group of parents 
who regularly attend Stay and Play for pre-school children, each Wednesday from 8.45, everyone welcome. 

Parents’ Views 

Our questionnaire asked “What is it that you value most about St Leonard’s being a Church of England School?” and 21 
parents gave their views.  Many stressed the importance of the school values to community and to learning whilst others 
spoke of “Celebration and appreciation of all faiths and backgrounds” and “Community, faith, equality and diversity –  
foundations of religious education for future decision making for children on their own beliefs”. Someone else simply said 
“The values taught are supporting my child.” 

Home Learning 

We are really pleased that parents were so positive about the new Home Learning Menus in our recent questionnaire. 
Hopefully it gives you a little more flexibility and allows for the interests of your children a bit more. Where children are not 
engaging or handing in tasks  we’ll write to you to let you know. All support for your children’s learning is gratefully        
accepted. 

Mrs Cross 

We are sad to say goodbye to Mrs Cross who has been a stalwart of our Early Years team for many years. We wish her all 
the best as she now concentrates on her ‘other’ job at Banbury Museum. Thank you for all you have done for our children, 
Sue. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 



Find out what  is happening in our church by going to  

their website:        http://saintleonards.org       

 

You may have seen on television some of the wonderful benefits of older people mixing with young children. Some Year 1 
children    visited The Ridings care home this week and the residents had a whale of a time, singing ‘If You’re Happy and 
You Know it’ with the children, playing ‘Twinkle, Twinkle’ on instruments, making paper aeroplanes and doing puzzles    
together. One old lady apparently said that she had never seen a particular gentleman smile before and there he was    
joining in, shaking hands with the children and helping them make their aeroplanes! Really well done, and thank you, to 
Mrs Pendle especially. Other groups from Year 1 will also be visiting soon. 

St Leonard’s Church  

Ridings Visit 

Dates for your diary... 

Christmas Food Fair  

 

 

Monday 3 December   Christmas Decoration Day 

Monday 3 December   Fun Maths afternoon and 
     evening 2.15 and 6.30pm 
     hall 

Tuesday 4 December   Christingle assemblies 

Wednesday 5 December  Year 5 and 6 Holy   
     Communion 

Thursday 6 December   Christmas Disco  
     6.15-7.15pm R+KS1  
     7.30-8.30pm KS2 

Tuesday 11 December   Aylesbury pantomime trip 

Wednesday 12 December  Christmas Dinner Day 

Friday 14 December   Nursery and Reception  
     Nativity 9.30 and 2.00pm 

St Leonard’s Church Christmas Shoeboxes 

                                                             
There is always lots of up-to-date information and advice regarding Online Safety on the CEOP website 
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/ . In January we will be having a visit from the NSPCC as 
part of their Speak Out Stay Safe campaign. There will be an information session for parents on     
Tuesday 12 February at 5.30 – get it in the diary, this is one of the most important things that you can 
do for your child. 

Online Safety  

                                                

 

We are working with UTC Aerospace to provide Christmas shoeboxes for                   
disadvantaged children this Christmas. Each class will be making their own so please 
let us have any shoeboxes you might have and any small gifts which would fit inside – 
yo-yos, gloves, trump cards, pencils etc. 

                                                                                                                     
             

There is a PTFA Christmas Food Fair on Friday 14th December in the         
Diamond Building from 2.30pm – 4.30pm. We are looking for donations of 
cakes and foods from around the world to be brought in and sold on the 
day. Please see Lorraine Squires for more info or email                         
ptfa@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  for details or to pledge your support. 

Christmas Parties  

So here it is Merry Christmas, 
everybody’s having fun…   
Party food lists go up outside 

classrooms next week! 

 …  Continued   

Friday 14 December   Christmas Food Fair  
     Diamond Building   
     2.30 – 4.30 pm 

Tuesday 18 December   Year 1 and 2 Christmas  
     performance AM 

Tuesday 18 December   Year 6 Carol service  
     St Leonard’s Church PM 

Wednesday 19 December  Year 1 and 2 Christmas  
     performance PM 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/

