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After getting so agonisingly close to 97% last term (96.98%!), the school made an amazing start to the year     
averaging 98.2% last week, with FOUR classes getting 100% attendance. This was surely the best week ever – 
well done to Miss Postlethwaite, Mrs Gilkes, Miss Lyford and Mrs Vere’s classes!  

On another note school cannot authorise holidays during term time. Having a two week holiday reduces a child’s 
attendance from 100% for the year to 94.7%.  

We will consider authorising absence for the following exceptional circumstances only: attending a funeral,      
hospital appointments and compassionate leave. In all instances a maximum of 2 days will be authorised as, 
linked to a weekend, this still allows for an extended break if needed.  

 

Thank you to all the parents who attended the Online Safety breakfast workshop 
this week and we hope that you found it useful. 

The children all had an assembly from the NSPCC team to enable them to Speak 
Out, Stay Safe and they all know the Childline number 0800 1111. No problem is 
too big or small to share. 

There were also workshops for Years 5 and 6 and children were made aware of    
neglect and abuse. This can be physical, emotional or sexual, and parents are advised to ‘Talk PANTS’ with their 
children to keep them safe. If you want to find out more visit nspcc.org.uk/speakout or nspcc.org.uk/pants. 

Next week there is a sponsored event in which children will take part in Buddy’s Big Workout. We hope that you 
will feel able to support this marvellous cause.  

Ms Farman 

We say farewell to Ms Farman this week who goes on maternity leave. Usma only joined us in September yet she 
will be missed and we wish her every happiness with her new arrival. Mrs Pattenden will be her replacement, 
joined in April by Mrs Keyser who returns from her own maternity leave. 

Best wishes,  

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 



Find out what  is happening in our church by going to their  

website:    http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

           Imagineering 

           
We had another visit from Collins Aerospace 
(formerly UTC) last week and the children in Year 
5 and 6 had great fun making catapults! Not only 
was it fun but they had the chance to think about 
science – how we can create and store energy, 
then release it to launch a load over distance. All 
children were very well behaved and used their 
learning power to Be Curious. 

 

Dates for your diary...  

Monday 21 January   NSPCC sponsored  
     event starts 

Tuesday 22 January   Year 4 trip to  
     Whipsnade Zoo 

Monday 28 January    Prayer Space Week 

Monday 28 January   Year 1 Family Meals  
     Week 

Monday 28 January   Play and Learn Week - 
     Nursery 

Monday 28 January   Year 3 and 4   
     bCyberwise  Online  
     Safety 

Tuesday 29 January   Year 5 and 6   
     bCyberwise  Online  
     Safety 

Wednesday 30 January  Year 1 Learning  
     Morning 

Wednesday 6 February  Year 4 Learning  
     Afternoon 

Wednesday 13 February  Take One Picture  
     exhibition 

Thursday 14 February  Take One Picture  
     exhibition 

      

 

The Year 1 team comprises (from left to right) Miss McLaughlin,         
Mrs Pendle, Miss Fox, Mrs Johnstone and Miss Ahmed, plus Miss 
Postlethwaite (unpictured). 

There are 43 wonderful children and they have all made huge progress 
since moving up from reception in September. This term they are       
focusing upon improving their phonic skills and using these to improve 
their reading and writing. The more practise they can have the better! 

They are also learning about the world about them – studying the  
weather and meeting real-life superheroes from the police and fire     
service. 

 Focus on Year 1 

  Outspoken Training are looking to recruit enthusiastic 
cycle nstructors throughout Oxfordshire  to help them 
bring Bikeability training to even more pupils. The role 

is ideal for individuals 
looking for term-time 
work within school 
hours. 

More  information on 
the role can be found 
on their website: 

 

http://www.outspokentraining.co.uk/we-are-recruiting-
cycle-instructors 

Year 6 will be benefitting from Bikeability training in 
the summer term. 

     Clubs  
      
 

 

A reminder that Clubs start next week, except for 
Imagineering which starts the week after. All clubs  
finish at 4.00 except for hockey, gymnastics and 
Imagineering which end at 4.15. Please could all    
parents be punctual in collecting children. Many 
thanks in advance. 

http://www.outspokentraining.co.uk/we-are-recruiting-cycle-instructors
http://www.outspokentraining.co.uk/we-are-recruiting-cycle-instructors

