Overthorpe Road,
Banbury,

Headteacher:

OX16 4SB

Neil Blackwell

Tel:01295262507
office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk

Newsletter

29th March 2019

From the Head Teacher
Holidays in term time
You will all be aware that the legislation regarding holiday absences changed a few years ago and schools are not allowed
to authorise holidays in term time. Family weddings abroad are NOT emergencies, they are holidays, and all such absences
will be recorded as unauthorised. Children whose location is unknown or who do not return on the designated day will be
reported as Missing from Education and details passed to the police and County safeguarding team. By being away from
school, gaps in learning emerge which get increasingly difficult to fill as a child gets older. Thank you to the vast majority of
parents who support the school in this matter.

There was a special meeting of SCIB this week, planning events for the coming year.
There is interest from all over Oxfordshire and we hope to be part of a TV documentary in
the summer. Next term’s theme is all about keeping children safe from exploitation;
giving children the skills to recognise when situations feel uncomfortable and strategies
to seek help. From an adult point of view we hope to make you more aware of the
threats imposed by County Drug Lines and Child Sexual Exploitation.

Lockdown
You’ll all be very aware of the recent terrible events in New Zealand and last year’s incident in Manchester when young
people lost their lives. With this in mind we practised our Lockdown procedure yesterday, bringing all children indoors
from the playground at lunchtime in under a minute. The children had been warned in advance that this would happen and
were very sensible.
SATs revision
There is a chance to do some Year 6 SATs revision at the Mosque from Monday 8 April to Thursday 11 April, from 11-12
each morning. The cost is £10 for the four days and it might be a chance for some children to practise their skills before the
tests in May! Telephone Yasmin 07878 312073 or Brother Abu Hassan 07958 483837 to book a place.
English through Cooking
Banbury and Bicester College are running a fun cookery course after Easter, on Monday
afternoons from 1.15 – 3.15 in the school kitchen. Places are limited so please register
your interest at reception!
The PTFA are hoping to celebrate the diversity of the school by producing a recipe book of
national and international favourite recipes. Please forward recipes to school by the end
of term.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Aspirations Week

We are very excited already about Aspirations Week in May! Mercedes Formula 1,
Collins Aerospace and NewlyWeds are all booked in, and a solicitor and University
professor will also talk to the children. We hope to have mini workshops for both
children and parents from Banbury and Bicester College.

Maths for all
When do we use maths? The answer is all the time. Maybe you’re
measuring your lounge for new carpet or trying to find out how
many tiles are needed in the bathroom. Or perhaps you’re playing
snooker, adding up your points, or playing darts and taking away
from 501? The uses of maths are endless. Have a look at our
Calculation policies on the Learning part of the website to find out
how we work at St Leonard’s.

Special Visit
The children in Reception have been really interested in pets recently so we invited Alice's
Grandma's guide dog, Jimmy, in for a visit. We learned about how Jimmy keeps Grandma Mary
safe outside and how he is trained to do this. Mary also read the children a story using Braille.

Dates for your Diary...
st
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Monday 1 – Wednesday 3 April – Holy Week Activities
in Church for Children in Years 1-6

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to
their website:
http://saintleonards.org

Tuesday 2 April

Year 3 and 4 Performance 2:00 pm

Wednesday 3 April

Year 3 and 4 Performance 7:00pm

Thursday 4 April

Year 2 Easter Service,
Church 2:00 pm

Tuesday 30 April

Year 3 Oxford Botanical
Gardens trip

Friday 5 April

School closes for Easter 2:00 pm

Thursday 9 May

Year 3 Learning Afternoon

Tuesday 23 April

School reopens

Monday 13 May

Year 6 SATs week starts

Tuesday 23 April

Growth Mindset week

Monday 20 May

Aspiration Week
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