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From the Head Teacher

Welcome

Welcome back to all our families and we hope that you had an enjoyable Easter.
The summer term is always exceedingly busy and we got off to the best possible start
with a rock concert on the first day! It was the launch of our Growth Mindset Week
and by the end of assembly we had 4 children up on stage singing and playing guitar,
keyboards and drums, with the whole school singing and clapping along to We Will
Rock You. None of the children chosen had ever done anything like this before and it
was a great example of the potential inside each and every one of us.
Our aim this term is that every child enjoys their learning, keeps on trying to improve and learns from their mistakes. What
a fantastic start they have made.
Attendance
Well done to Mrs Russell’s class (97.62%) and Mrs Gilkes class (97.29%) who won the Governors’ Attendance Reward of £50
last term. Overall school attendance is just above target at 96.14% and an impressive 160 children achieved 100%
attendance including 29 children in Year 6 alone – well done and keep it going!
It is especially important to have good attendance this term as it is SATs in Year 2 and Year 6, with the Year 1 Phonics
Screening shortly after that. Year 4 will also be taking part in a trial for the new Multiplication Tables Check so let’s have
adults and children alike practising their times tables!
Please remember that holidays cannot be authorised under any circumstances.
SATS tips for parents (part 1)

Give your child a special study area, somewhere quiet, warm and well lit.
Stop your child working at least an hour before bed. No online gaming before bed!
Make sure they get plenty of exercise and fresh air.
Check they drink plenty of water and eat well
Keep it calm and low key – if you are calm and relaxed your child will be!
“I can!” – think and talk positively, encourage them to be confident! Adopt a Growth Mindset.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Gates
Visitors to school will notice that we now have new electronic pedestrian and vehicular gates at the main entrance. It is
hoped that these will make the school site safer for children. Pedestrians will still be able to gain access via the buzzer but
parents will only be able to in if they are registered as disabled and have a gate fob. Please ensure that you do not
obstruct the school gates at any time.

Community Fridge
As a central part of our local community, St Leonard’s school is committed to working with others to help support families
in the area. We are pleased to announce our partnership with the Madni Mosque on Merton Street which runs a
community fridge, stocking fresh food for local families. Food is donated to the fridge by several local suppliers each day
and anyone is eligible to collect food without any cost, dependent upon stock that day. To publicise this there was a ‘lucky
dip prize draw’ just before Easter with about 30 families benefitting from a bag of food donated by the Mosque. We are
very grateful and thank you to Mrs Malik who organised this.

The Blitz

Be Active… more often !

15 children from Year 6 went to the Space Studio at Wykham Park Academy yesterday, to use the
VR Suite. They explored an interactive room to experience life in the Blitz during World War 2.
It gave the children a real insight into what it was actually like to be there, from listening to a
broadcast from Sir Winston Churchill, to boarding up the windows during the bombing. They
found it really interesting and had to work in teams to help complete tasks. Everyone had a lot of
fun!

Standing in the Gap
Do you want to meet Mental Elf? Standing in the Gap is an Early Intervention mental health charity based in Banbury. It
aims to help children aged 0-11 to manage BIG emotions, especially if they are anxious and worried, and there are FREE
workshops for parents and children at the Community Room, Waitrose, Southam Road. For information and to book your
place visit www.sitgap.org
St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going to
their website: http://saintleonards.org

Multi-Cultural Afternoon
Tomorrow, Saturday from 2.00-4.00pm there is a
Multi-cultural Fun Afternoon at St Leonard’s Church
with singing and crafts, tea and cake, samosa and
pakora!

Dates for your diary ...
Tuesday 30 April

Year 3 Oxford Botanical Gardens trip

Thursday 2 May

Year 5 Ashmolean Museum trip

Thursday 9 May

Year 3 Learning Afternoon

Monday 13 May

Year 6 SATs week starts

Monday 20 May

Aspiration Week

Wednesday 22 May

Year 6 Harry Potter Warner Bros tour

Friday 24 May

Aspirations Dressing Up Day (for
Christian Aid)

Friday 24 May Year 3 &4 Kingswood residential departs
W/c Monday 27 May

Half Term week

