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Happy Holidays!  

I can hardly believe that another year has passed. It seems like only yesterday that our Reception children joined us in    
September and look how much they have grown!  All our children have worked incredibly hard this year and term ends 
next Wednesday at 2.00pm. 

We wish all our families a happy and peaceful summer break and look forward to seeing you again when school reopens 
for children on Tuesday 3 September, with the new Reception children joining us on Monday 9 September. Next year will 
be equally busy, I’m sure! 

Alice  

Year 6 finished on a high with a fantastic end of year production 
which was entertaining from start to finish. There were some 
amazing performances set off by wonderful costumes and some 
incredible props. What was really lovely however was how the 
children’s personalities shone through and they should be rightly 
proud of themselves as they move on their new secondary 
schools. 

Huge thanks go to all the staff who were involved in putting the 
show together and to all our Year 6 parents for their  support. It has been fantastic to see the children grow and shine 
these past four years and we wish them all the very best in the future – come back and tell us how you get on! 

Attendance Changes 

Due to the high levels of unauthorised absences this year, the Attendance Team at County is changing its policy to fines. In 
September every parent will receive a Penalty Notice Warning stating that any unauthorised absences during the following 
12 months will be subject to a fine. This amounts to £60 per parent per child, so could be £480 for a family of 4, and the 
amount doubles if not paid within 21 days which would make it £960.  

At St Leonard’s 65 children have had unauthorised absences this year and already received Penalty Notice Warnings. We’ve 
had instances where parents have gone away with their child and not told us. If we have no contact after 3 days then we 
are asked to do a home visit and if we still do not have the safety of the child confirmed then we are obliged to phone the 
police. We have had to do this on several occasions this year. 

Play:Full 

There are lots of free activities for families over the summer, thanks to Cherwell District Council and Sanctuary Housing. 
Every Thursday from 1 August onwards the Activators will be providing fun play and activity sessions in Moorfield Park at 
12.00 and Princess Diana Park at 1.30pm, with a free lunch for all children. 

There is also the Big Community lunch in People’s Park, this Saturday 20 July 11.00-4.00pm, with lots of activities to        
entertain the children. There is a free ‘bring and share’ lunch plus hot food and ice cream available to purchase. 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

19th July 2019 



               

Awards 

Congratulations to the following Year 6 children who received end of year awards and certificates: 

  
 

 
The long summer holidays can sometimes be a worrying time for children and they rely on the adults in their life to protect 
them. If you have any concerns that a child is at serious risk of harm then don’t hesitate to contact the MASH               
(Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub) on 0345 050 7666 or the police if something has already happened. If your concerns are 
milder then pass them to the office via office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk and they will be recorded and followed up 
as soon as possible. 

                                
This summer we bid farewell to Janet Thompson, a stalwart of Early Years. Many of you will know her from our Nursery 
where she was a constant figure for many years, welcoming and encouraging children, helping them to settle in their new 
environment. We will miss Janet and wish her every happiness with her retirement, giving her more time to be a        
grandparent! We also say farewell and thanks to Jodie Gregory who has been with us two years as a teacher in Key Stage 
Two. We wish Jodie every success in the future. 

We also say thank you to three of our Governors who leave us after many years of service. Lesley Harris has been Chair of 
Governors for the last two years and a great source of support for the school. Sidonia Slater-Watts has been a                  
co-opted governor for four years and supported on safeguarding issues. Derek Johns has been a huge friend of the school 
for countless years, providing lighting for all our performances and this year has become a keen gardener, brightening up 
the space between our two buildings. We are very grateful to them all for everything that they have done. 

Farewell  

Awards 

Lesley Alcorn Award: Ibrahim 

Governors’ Award: Julia 

Writing: Kitty 

Reading: Faiza 

Maths: Erica 

Science: Jack 

Art: Javeria and Amira 

Eco award: Laura and Ewelina 

Music: Sam 

Sport: Rhys and Julia 

Learning Power Certificates 

Have a go: Thomas 

Concentrating: : Paulina 

Keep improving: Ruqayyah 

Challenge Yourself: Arman 

Be co-operative: Rehan 

Enjoy learning: Pietra 

Don’t give up: Mabel 

Use your imagination: Ifra 

Be curious: Calum 

Safeguarding 

                                  
There has been some fantastic learning this week and I have been fascinated by tales of the dodo from Mauritius in Year 3 
and 4. Make sure that you come along to our Exhibition after school on Monday and Tuesday, in the hall – all parents    
welcome. 

Global Learning  
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Find out what is happening in our church by going to their  

website: http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

     St Leonard’s Church  

             
Monday 22 July   Global Learning Exhibition School
     Hall 3.00 pm 

Monday 22 July   Year 6 Leavers Party 6.00 – 8.30 

Tuesday 23 July   Party Day – come dressed in  
    beach clothes 

Wednesday 24 July  School closes at 2.00pm 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 

Monday 2 September  School INSET day 

Tuesday 3 September  School reopens for Years 1 to 6 

Monday 9 September  Reception classes start 

   … Continued  

 

  
Over 300 children took part in our Sports Day last Friday, and had a fantastic time. We were very 
lucky with the weather, and even luckier as we had a fly-over from the Red Arrows as the races were 
going on!  
During the morning, everyone took part in a range of activities and showcased a brilliant sense of 
sportsmanship, as well as our school values of love, respect and responsibility. In the afternoon over 
36 different children received medals for either long or short distance races, as well as those who 
were in the winning team from the morning’s events. In addition to this, three other children        
received medals for showing a truly outstanding sense of compassion and selflessness as they       
supported some of the younger runners in the long distance races.  

I would finally like to extend my thanks to all the parents who came and supported our children – it 
really meant the world to them to see you there cheering them on. We all enjoyed ourselves         
immensely, and look forward to next year. 

Mr Clark 


