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What a fantastic week it has been and in particular we have been delighted to welcome our new Reception children to
school for the first time. They have been excited to explore their new surroundings and to make new friends and we have
been excited to have them.
The rest of the school has been really calm and purposeful and I have been impressed with the way that all children have
adapted to their new classes and the higher expectations that come with age. The older children, Year 5 and 6, are doing
particularly well and have now had two enjoyable and successful weeks back at school.
Stay and Play got off to a good start in its new venue – it’s on Wednesday mornings, just sign in at reception and we’ll
walk you down to the Nurture room. It’s fantastic to have a space that toddlers and parents can socialise in.
Don’t forget too that Clubs begin next week both at lunch times and after school. There’s lots on offer including FAST family
sports and Coding Club. Homework Club is on Mondays and was very popular last year.
Attendance
Did you know that there were 65 unauthorised holidays across the school last year? Although this was only a minority of
families, lengthy holidays can hugely impact a child’s learning.
The Attendance Team at Oxfordshire County Council is changing its policy to fines. Today every parent in Banbury will
receive a Penalty Notice Warning stating that any unauthorised absences during the following 12 months could be subject
to a fine. This amounts to £60 per parent per child, so could be £480 for a family of 4, and the amount doubles if not paid
within 21 days which would make it £960.
We have not been able to authorise holidays for a number of years. If a child is absent from school without explanation
then we carry out a home visit on the third day and report to the police or Social Care if there are concerns.
Reading at Home
Reading is a whole school focus and we can’t stress enough how important it is that children hear and read stories at home
as well as read at school. The Reading Rainbow records how many times children read at home per week and reading
every day gives them 7 points a week which, in multiples of 15 points, gives them prizes. It is so easy to see on the
Rainbow who is not reading at home and this affects progress in all subjects at school. Please do what you can to support
your child, whatever their age.
Learning this term
Have a look on the website in the Learning section to find out what learning is planned this term (‘whole school curriculum
plan’). Year 1 are reading some all-time favourites (The Tiger Who Came to Tea and Little Red Hen!) whilst Year 2 have
already visited Banbury Museum and the canal to get started on their topic. Year 3 are finding out all about our fantastic
town (“Ride a cock horse” and Banbury cakes!). Year 4 will be reading Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo and making gruesome
discoveries about our Anglo Saxon past. Year 5 will be visiting the lovely Evenley Woods near Brackley and discovering
woodland habitats as we head to autumn. Year 6 go on a fieldtrip to the River Cherwell and read possibly my favourite
children’s book, Kensuke’s Kingdom.
Best wishes
Neil Blackwell

St Leonard’s Church

Year 2 Canal Visit
This week Year 2 enjoyed a wonderful canal
experience at Banbury Museum. All children got to go
on a narrowboat trip, seeing lots of canal wildlife on
the way - the ducks were a firm favourite! Inside the
museum children created some lovely canal ware
style plates as well as finding out about how canals
work, what life was like working and living on a
narrowboat (it was a bit of a squash and a squeeze)
and a some lucky Year 2 children got to dress up in
clothing that was worn by narrowboat workers. All
the learning from this experience will help go towards
Year 2's canal information books which they are
writing next week.

Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website:
http://saintleonards.org

Secondary School Applications
Believe it or not, it is already time to be thinking about Year 7 places for September next year. If your child has just entered
Year 6 you can apply online for a secondary school place at https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/applyschool-place/secondary-school
If you cannot apply online you can request a paper application form from schools or the School Admissions Team.
The deadline for receipt of secondary school applications is Thursday 31 October 2019 and it is really important that
children know where they are going so that together we can help make their last year at St Leonard’s as positive as
possible, preparing them for the next big stage in their life.
Most schools will have Open Days for you to visit and it is worth looking on their websites to find the dates.

Open The Book
We’re delighted to have regular visits to assembly from members of St Leonard’s Church
and the Banbury Methodist Church this term. They will be reading stories from the Bible as
part of the Open The Book programme, designed to let children hear the most popular
stories of the Bible in order. We got off to a great start this week with the story of Creation.

Dates for your diary
Monday 16 September

Clubs begin

Sunday 22 September

Harvest Service at
St Leonard’s Church

Wednesday 25 September

Book Fair starts

Thursday 26 September

European Day of Languages

Tuesday 8 October

Year 2 Learning Morning

Tuesday 15 October

Open Morning for
September 2020 places

Thursday 24 October

Year 5 Harvest Service
St Leonard’s Church

Friday 25 October

Harvest Collection for
Banbury Food Bank

Who’s Who ?
The teachers don’t just teach and everyone has extra
responsibilities. Our senior leaders are:
Early Years Leader- Mrs Pratley
Early Years SENDCo – Mrs Keyser
Key Stage 1 Leader – Mrs Russell
Lower Key Stage 2 Leader, Maths and Assistant Head
Teacher – Mrs Debus
Upper Key Stage 2 Leader and writing – Mrs Lacey
SENDCo – Mrs Philpott
Deputy Head Teacher and assessment – Miss Moon

