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 Reading  

Learning to read is still probably the most important skill for any child growing 

up today. There are four main skills: 

1 Decoding (sounding out words and blending sounds together to make words) 

2 Fluency (ability to read with speed, accuracy and expression) 

3 Comprehension (processing text and understanding meaning) 

4 Inference (reading between the lines) 

In order to succeed we need your help and support at home at all ages, as the 

skills needed will vary according to the difficulty of the text. 

In answer to parents who have told me that their child is reluctant to read at 

home, here are some general strategies which might help for children of all ages: 

REMEMBER as adults we can sometimes take the skill of reading for granted because we’ve been doing it for such a long 

time. But, it’s important to remember that reading is hard work. It requires practise and concentration and it can be tiring. 

CREATE an inviting space for your child to read, away from television and noise. 

DON’T make reading a chore by forcing your child to read when they’re not interested, and definitely don’t pull them away 

from play; otherwise they may begin to resent books and reading. 

BE CONSISTENT with reading in your home. Reading daily is ideal but it doesn’t have to be at the same time every day. 

BE RELAXED when you read with your child, even if they are squirmy or seem uninterested. Let your child lead the way a 

little, and talk about the pictures or story to get them interested.  

LEAVE BOOKS in accessible places for your child to explore at 

their own leisure. Learn about what types of books attract your 

child’s attention. 

GIVE your child the chance to choose their own books to read. 

Visit the library. 

 

 

                            Continued on page 2 …. 

From the Head Teacher    Special Book Fair Edition ! 

http://www.mylittlebookcase.com.au/reading-tips/reading-tip-ideas-for-creating-a-reading-space-for-your-child/
http://www.mylittlebookcase.com.au/reading-tips/reading-tip-ideas-for-creating-a-reading-space-for-your-child/
http://www.mylittlebookcase.com.au/reading-tips/reading-tip-giving-your-child-independent-access-to-books/


 

Find out what is happening in our 

church by going to their website:  

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

 

                                                                                             

This term in KS1 Art club we are looking the changes Autumn brings to nature. Year 1 and 2 

created some fantastic autumn landscape collages and are looking forward to leaf printing 

and painting next week. 

    

HELP your child to find books that feature people, places or topics that are of special interest to them. 

PERSIST with story-time even if your child resists. Give them time to develop an enjoyment for books. 

BE a role-model and let your children see you reading too. Read them a story occasionally or take turns in reading pages 

with them. 

TALK to your child about reading. Ask him/her questions and find out which books they enjoy and why they don’t like a 

particular book 

HELP your child to develop a love for books by enjoying them in a variety of interesting ways.  

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

….From the Head Teacher Continued 

 

 

 

The deadline for receipt of secondary school applications is Thursday 31 October 2019. It is really important that children 
know where they are going so that together we can help make their last year at St Leonard’s as positive as possible,      
preparing them for the next big stage in their life.  

Most schools will have Open Days for you to visit and it is worth looking on their websites to find the dates. Dates that we 
know of are as follows: 

 

Wykham Park 2nd October  6-8pm 

Chenderit 3rd October 7-9pm 

NOA 10th October 6pm 

BGN 18th September 6.30-8pm (phone for an appointment if you missed this) 

Warriner Mornings – 8 and 9th October Appointment only. 

Chipping Norton 3rd October  5-7pm 

                                                                        Book Fair 

 

The Book fair arrives at school next Wednesday, 25 September, 

and is with us every day until Tuesday, 1 October. There are 

some fantastic books available and teachers will be reading    

extracts from some of them in our first Readaround of the term 

on Friday. Please pop along to the Fair after school to have a look 

and maybe get some early Christmas presents! 

Art Club  

Secondary School Applications 

http://www.mylittlebookcase.com.au/reading-tips/reading-tip-let-your-kids-catch-you-in-the-act/


Sunday 22 September   Harvest Service at                                                

     St Leonard’s Church 

Monday 23 September   Y3 Family Meals Week starts 

Wednesday 25 September  Book Fair starts 

Thursday 26 September   European Day of Languages 

Tuesday 8 October   Year 2 Learning Morning 

Tuesday 15 October   Open Morning for   

     September 2020 places 

   Dates for your diary ... 

SCIB 

Wednesday 9 October  Admissions meeting for  

    September 2020 reception and 

     Y7 places 8.45-9.30 

Tuesday 15 October  Open Morning for September  

    2020 places 

Thursday 24 October  Year 5 Harvest Service   

    St Leonard’s Church 

Friday 25 October   Harvest Collection for Banbury 

    Food Bank 

...continued  

                 

Year 3 had a lovely time visiting the Town Hall to find out more about the history of Banbury. 

We were very lucky to be met by our Mayor, John Colegrave. The Mayor dressed in his robes 

for us and shared lots of information about his role as a mayor. We were lucky enough to visit 

the conference and function rooms and see photos of the past mayors. Some photos were so 

old that nobody actually knows the names of those Mayors! After our visit to the Town Hall we 

went on a 'sun hunt' around Banbury and took a look at Banbury Cross. Next time you are in 

town, see where you can find the sun emblem and what it means. 

Year 3 visit to the Town Hall  

                    

Every time you spend over £30 in any Aldi store you’ll receive a Team GB sticker. Bring your stickers to 

school to help complete a poster and we’ll receive an exclusive sports kit and be in with a chance to win 

£20,000 for our school. Thank you in advance! 

   Aldi Fundraising 


