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 Reading  

The Book fair had a good start this week and is still with us on Monday and Tuesday next week. It’s not too late to visit after 
school and maybe get some early Christmas presents. 

Don’t forget too that the school library is open after school every day except Friday. There’s a huge range of authors to 
choose from and something for every taste. Next week there are lollies in the library for anyone who visits! 

If you just want to share a story together why not visit Storyline Online https://www.storylineonline.net/ Break up the routine 
a little by listening to celebrities reading a good story. 

Thank you to all those parents who are supporting their children’s reading this term and it’s making a difference in the 
classroom.  

Learning Powers 

Children in Years 1 to 6 are Building Learning Power. There are 11 Learning Powers in all and 
each one helps children to learn about an aspect of learning, not only useful at school but also 
helpful when learning any new skill at home or practising a hobby.  Our newest Learning Power 
was introduced last year: Be Proud. We want children to be proud of themselves both as    
people and as learners, and we want them to be proud of their school and local community. 
Ask your child the name of the peacock! 

Admissions 

There is a meeting in the school hall at 8.45am on Wednesday 9 October where we can talk you through applying for      
September 2020 reception places. Unfortunately children do not automatically transfer over from Nursery to reception 
and there is a form and process to go through at Oxfordshire admissions https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/
apply-school-place  

If you need help applying for secondary school Year 7 places then also come to see us at that time and we can help you. We 
can’t offer advice on the best school for your child but we can tell you about the procedure and  help you to access the 
forms (same website address as above). 

Attendance Policy 

The updated attendance policy is now on the school website. So far this term attendance is 97.15% although sadly we have 
had to issue our first attendance fine already! Remember this is £60 per pupil per parent, and it doubles if not paid in 21 
days. 

Church drop-ins 

Churches have traditionally offered a place of refuge and support and St Leonard’s Church is no different. The Church is 
open for anyone to drop-in on a Wednesday or Saturday morning from 10.30, whether to have a cup of tea, a chat or just 
to sit somewhere quietly away from life’s stresses. Reverend Sue is always available by telephone should you wish to speak 
to her, on 01295 271008.  

 Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place


Monday 30 September  Book Fair continues 

Tuesday 1 October  Year 3 Learning Afternoon 

Tuesday 8 October  Year 2 Learning Morning 

Wednesday 9 October  Admissions meeting for   
    September 2020 reception and Y7  

    places 8.45-9.30am 

Thursday 10 October  Year 1 phonics assembly  2.00pm 
    and 6.00pm 

Tuesday 15 October  Open Morning for September 2020 
     places 9.30am start 

Wednesday 16 October  School photographs 

Thursday 24 October  Year 5 Harvest Service    
    St Leonard’s Church 

 

 

The Annual General Meeting of the Parent, Teacher and Family Association (PTFA) 
took place on Monday and Lorraine Squires bid farewell as Chair with a wonderful 
summary of all the hard work that the PTFA did for our children last year. We are 
very grateful for her support and to everybody who helped the school last year, 
especially Becky Packham, Junior Williamson and Louise Jarvis. 

Our new Joint-Chairs are Kay Embra and Lauren Hancock, both staff members and 
parents. They have children at the heart of everything that they wish to do and will be trying to talk to as many of you as 
possible over the coming weeks. The next meeting is on Monday, 14 October at 7.00pm. If you’re shy why not come along 
with a friend? We would love to see you and you will be made very welcome.  

 

                                                  

The teachers don’t just teach and everyone has extra responsibilities. 

Our subject leaders are: 

Art and Design Technology - Mrs Russell Computing - Mrs Elson 

Geography – Miss Hill    History – Miss Lyford 

Maths – Mrs Debus    Music – Miss Nicklin 

PE – Mr Clark and Miss Postlethwaite  Phonics – Mrs Pendle  

PSHE – Mrs Gilkes     RE – Miss Moon 

Reading – Mrs Vere    Science –   

        Mrs Nottingham 

SEN – Mrs Philpott     Writing – Mrs Lacey                 
Well done to everyone who competed on a   
beautiful sunny day and especially to our winners 
this year: 

Year 1 and 2: Lilia and Robin 

Year 3 and 4: Elysia and Noah 

Year 5 and 6: Shenaye-Lee and Kyle 

We had lots of competitors at the District finals 
yesterday and did really well– more details to  
follow! 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 

….Continued 

       Cross Country  

PTFA 

                 School council  

 

We have so many children who model our school     

values. We are particularly proud of our new School 

Councillors: 

Year 1: Lizzie and Olivia 

Year 2: Emily and Alanna 

Year 3 : Emily and Evie 

Year 4 : Gracie and Hawah 

Year 5: Isaac and Emily 

Year 6 : Krystian and Billy 

                                                

 

Friday 25th October  Harvest Collection for  
    Banbury Food Bank 

Tuesday 29 October  Grimsbury Fun Day  
    Moorfield Park 11.00-2.00  

Monday 4 November  School closed to pupils for
    INSET 

Who’s Who 


