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Half Term holiday 

This has been a fantastic half term for the school and we have been delighted with the behaviour and attitudes of our     

children. We’ve also been thrilled with the support from families at home; learning events have been well attended, the 

reading rainbow has been supported and home learning is at an all-time high. 

Of course, there is always room for improvement, and we always strive to be as good as we can be, but the feeling around 

the school is that we are creating a fantastic learning environment where children can achieve their potential.  

We wish all our families a wonderful, restful half term break and look forward to seeing you all again on Tuesday,                     

5 November.   

Harvest  

As the autumn leaves change colour we always consider the wonder of        
Harvest. Father Chris from St Johns led an inspiring assembly on Tuesday 
where he looked at fruit seeds and compared them to the seeds of faith. On 
Thursday Year 5 led a Harvest Service at St Leonard’s Church which was well 
attended by parents and a fantastic quality. Finally, today it was our Harvest 
Collection for the Banbury Food Bank – thank you for giving generously. 

Anti- Bullying 

We have so many children who model our school values. We are particularly proud of our new         

Anti-Bullying Ambassadors: Anamaria, Jessica and Rose. They will be getting some training next term 

and will help us to organise Anti-Bullying Week. 

Family Meals  

It’s been lovely to see so many parents having lunch with our Reception children this week. It’s the turn of Year 5 children 

next, in November. If your child hasn’t tried hot dinners for a while why not look at the menus which are available at the 

office. 

Grimsbury Fun Day 

Next Tuesday, 29 October, it’s Grimsbury Fun Day in Moorfield Park from 11.00 – 2.00. The PTFA will be representing the 

school and hopefully everyone will have lots of fun. Fingers crossed for the weather! 

Miss Nurden 

We’re sad to be saying goodbye to Miss Nurden from the Office who has looked after much of school finance, as well as 

doing receptionist duties and helping at After School Club. The children know her as Chelsea and she will be missed for her 

lovely easy-going manner and warm smile. We wish her good luck in her new role and expect to hear all about it from her 

mother! 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 



    
Tuesday 29 October      Grimsbury Fun Day Moorfield
        Park 11.00-2.00  

Monday 4 November      School closed to pupils for INSET 

Wednesday 6 November     Reception Learning Morning 

Wednesday 6 November  Year 3 and 4 Holy Communion
         and St Leonard’s Day 

Friday 8 November      Admissions workshop for 
        September 2020 Reception 
        places 

Monday 11 November     Eco Week 

Tuesday 12 November      Year 1 Learning Morning 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 

Learning Links 

CLUBS  

A mention regarding the many clubs that take place each day after school. Miss Nicklin’s Choir are singing beautifully and 

busy preparing for the Children Singing for Children concert on 14 November, with a healthy contingent of boys giving a 

little help to their friends (spoiler!). Mrs Lacey’s Dance Club is always popular and they are preparing for the Oxford Dance 

Festival on 12 December. Mrs Russell’s Art Club has produced some lovely autumnal work, on display between Year 1 and 

2, and are now producing work for display on the community board at Gateway Shopping Park. Miss Lyford’s netballers are 

full of enthusiasm and Coding Club has been a great success with some tremendous work. Huge thanks to all our staff for 

giving so freely of their time for our children. 

 

Thursday 14 November   Open Afternoon for   
     September2020 places 2.00pm 

Thursday 14 November   Children Singing for Children  
     Concert St Mary’s Church 

Friday 15 November       Non-uniform day for Children    
               In Need 

Monday 18 November     Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 22 November   Odd Socks Day for   
      Anti-Bullying Week 

Friday 22 November    6A trip to IMPS 

Monday 25 November    Year 6 Bikeability 

...continued  

 

Not sure how to support learning? Not sure how to make learning at home fun? 

With half term coming up it might be time to look at some of the learning links 

on our school website – there are links to BBC Bitesize, Topmarks, and Oxford 

Owl, all sorted by age and subject. Don’t forget that children can carry on reading 

or practising times tables and division facts at any time and please be sure to tell 

us about any great days out that you have!       

Find out what is happening in our 

church by    going to their  website: 

http://saintleonards.org 

   St Leonard’s Church 

 

We were very proud of our Tag Rugby team last week. Here is a report from Owen: 

One of the St Leonard's clubs this year is Tag Rugby Club, and last week some of the children who were in the Club went to 

the Tag Rugby Tournament at Banbury Rugby Club. It was a very close competition, and we all had fun even if we were not 

playing in a game. Everybody went crazy whenever we scored a try, and there were some great tags (one of your tags    

being ripped off your belt). It was very exciting! Each team shook hands at the end of a game, and it was always very      

sociable! In the end, the St Leonard's Year 6 team came 4th, and the Year 5 team came 5th. 

Tag Rugby  

St Leonard  

We’ll be celebrating the life of St Leonard properly for the first time at the Holy    

Communion for Year 3 and 4 on Wednesday 6 November, parents welcome. An     

interesting man, he was born as a nobleman in France and believed in the good in 

everyone. He managed to gain the release of several prisoners from jail when they 

promised to turn their life around, and started an Abbey with many followers. He is 

also the patron saint of women in labour, after he prayed for the French Queen to 

survive childbirth and she had a son. 


