Overthorpe Road,
Banbury,

Head Teacher:

OX16 4SB

Neil Blackwell

Tel:01295262507
office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk

8th November 2019

Newsletter
From the Head Teacher
Attendance

It was a great start for attendance in Term 1, with an overall figure of 97.04% which is very encouraging. Best of all were
Mrs Vere’s Year 5 class with 98.50% and Mrs Russell’s Year 2 class with 98.14% and they will both receive £50 from the
Governors for a class treat.
A wonderful 183 children had 100% attendance for the term and an additional 73 achieved the school target of over 96%.
On the downside we have sadly had to request fines for 4 families for unauthorised holidays in term time.
Please find attached our attendance booklet which explains in more detail the importance of regular attendance at school.
Learning Mornings and Afternoons
Thank you to everybody who attended the Reception Learning Morning this week and it was a fantastic turnout. We hope
that you enjoyed the Book Trust books which were sent home afterwards. Next week it is the turn of Year 1 (Tuesday
morning) and Year 4 (Wednesday afternoon) and we hope to see lots of mums, dads and other family members then.
Eco Week
Next week is our first Eco Week and it is a great chance to get the children thinking about their environment, both locally
and globally. From plastics to climate change we would like children to consider their ‘footprint’ on the world and ways in
which their choices can make a difference. To illustrate the point, Year 5 wrote me some fantastic persuasive letters asking
for the school to plant more trees, to produce oxygen and collect carbon dioxide, and to provide habitat for insects, birds
and mammals. The Woodland Trust have kindly donated 105 saplings for us to plant all around the school grounds and
hopefully they will arrive in time. Don’t be surprised if children are asked to bring in their wellies!
Children In Need
There is a Non-Uniform day for Children In Need next Friday, 15 November. Please give a donation if you are able. The
Friday after, 22 November, it is Odd Socks Day to mark Anti-Bullying Week. There is no need to bring any donations as that
is about raising awareness only.
September places
There is an Open Afternoon for parents interested in Reception places for September 2020, next Thursday at 2.00pm. If you
have friends or neighbours who might be interested please let them know that they will be very welcome to attend.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Table Top Sale Thursday 28th November 3.00-5.00, organised by the PTFA.
Are you wanting to have a clear out before Christmas? Do you have any Christmas
crafts to sell ?
Maybe you are looking to get some extra stocking fillers? Why not come and support the school while making some extra money for yourself?
If this is something that you are interested in, and would like to book a table, then please pop into reception. There will be
a £5 charge for the table; this will need to be paid when booking so that we can ensure we have enough sellers for the
event to proceed.
Thank you for your support.

Film Review on Wonder by Declan Roper
Year 5 and 6 have been doing a project this week around the book and film Wonder.
Wonder is an amazing film and I would recommend it for all ages. The film is based on a little boy whose
face didn’t develop properly. After being home schooled for some time, he goes to school for the first time.
The boy is then bullied for how he looked. (Bullying is not okay!) All turned out well though and he made
friends and was happy.
So overall it’s a heart-warming film about friendships, kindness and overcoming differences. The sad part for me was
when his dog died, reminding me of my best pal – whom I’m dedicating my review to – my dog Marley.

St Leonard’s Day

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 11 November

Eco Week

Tuesday 12 November

Year 1 Learning Morning

Wednesday 13 November

Year 4 Learning Afternoon

Thursday 14 November

Open Afternoon for September
2020 places, 2.00pm

Thursday 14 November

Children Singing for Children
Concert St Mary’s Church

Friday 15 November

Non-uniform day forChildren
In Need

Monday 18 November

Anti-Bullying Week

Friday 22 November

Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying
Week

Friday 22 November

6A trip to IMPS

Monday 25 November

Year 6 Bikeability

Thursday 28 November

PTFA Table Top Sale

It was good to celebrate St Leonard’s Day this
Wednesday at Church. Year 3 and 4 celebrated Holy
Communion and also learned about the Saint who
gave our Church and school its name. We’ve joined
forces with 3 other St Leonard’s Primary Schools
around the country to celebrate the day.

St Leonard’s Church
Inter-Faith Walk
There is plenty happening at Church next weekend
and there is an Inter-Faith walk open to all on Sunday
17th November (see poster attached), meeting at Park
Road Mosque from 1.45pm. There is a Christmas
Bazaar on Saturday 16th November, from
2.00-4.00pm, and of course a Remembrance Service
this weekend.
http://saintleonards.org

Howard Road Play Equipment
We’re delighted that the new Howard Road play equipment has opened at last. Our children had a major
say in the design and we’ll be invited to the official opening ceremony soon. In the meantime, a request
from the developers to please stay off the grass whilst it becomes established.

