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Christmas message
The birth of Jesus is still celebrated today, 2019 years
after the event itself. Anyone who was lucky enough to have seen
the Christmas Nativity performed by our Nursery and Reception
this week will have experienced the magic of the story themselves.
Whatever our faith, Christmas represents hope for the future and
what better way to feel that than through the faces and
expressions of our youngest children. They beamed happiness
(mostly!) and are a true ray of sunshine.
Children and staff across the school have worked fantastically hard this term and we are very proud of them. Everyone is
looking forward to their holiday and Christmas Day, yet we know that for some families it may be a stressful time: the
pressure to be perfect and to make everyone happy. We hope that you will all be able to find some peace this Christmas
time enjoying the simple pleasures in life: time with loved ones, Gavin and Stacey on TV, a win for your favourite football
team on Boxing Day.
Relax and enjoy the time together, and we will see you all when school reopens on Monday, 6 January. Happy Christmas!
Events next week
There is still lots to look forward with our Key Stage 1 performance of “Lights, Camel, Action!” on Monday and Tuesday
(Years 1 and 2). There will be carol singing around the tree at the front after school on Monday – please do stay for a mince
pie if you can! Year 6’s carol service is at 2.00pm at St Leonard’s Church with parents warmly welcome. And Wednesday is
Party Day – a chance to have some festive fun together before our end of term assemblies on Thursday. Children may wear
party clothes on Wednesday.
There are also lots of family-friendly services and events at St Leonard’s Church this Christmas, starting with the
candlelit Carol Service at 6.00pm on Sunday, 22 December. There’s a crib service at 4.00pm on Christmas Eve
and Family Communion at 10.00am on Christmas Day itself.
Christmas collection
We are collecting money for BYHP (Banbury Young Homelessness Project) at our Christmas events so that we
can support others in the local community. Many thanks for your generosity in advance.
Safeguarding
The holidays can sometimes be a worrying time for children and they rely on the adults in their life to protect them. If you
have any concerns that a child is at serious risk of harm then don’t hesitate to contact the MASH (Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub) on 0345 050 7666 or the police if a child has been hurt. If your concerns are milder then pass them to
the office via office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk and they will be recorded and followed up as soon as possible.

Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Near misses
There were a couple of near misses outside school this week, with
both pedestrians and drivers being unsighted by irresponsibly or
illegally parked cars. Please take extra care when parking especially
as the mornings and late afternoon are so dark at the moment.
Many thanks in advance.

Pantomime
140 children (3 coaches!) enjoyed their trip to Beauty and the
Beast at Aylesbury Waterside Theatre. I’m told that it was
‘brilliant’ and that the ice creams were rather good!

Christmas Disco
There were two very successful and well behaved discos this
week. Well done to all the children and to everyone who helped,
including members of the PTFA. Thank you too to Santa who
popped in to say hello at his time of the year! Altogether the
events raised over £600 which was fantastic!

Dates for your diary

Monday 16 December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas production
2.00pm

Monday 16 December

Carols around the Christmas
Tree 3.15pm

Tuesday 17 December

Year 1 and 2 Christmas production
9.30am

Tuesday 17 December

Year 6 Carol Service at
Church 2.00pm

Wednesday 18 December Christmas party day—
come dressed in party clothes!
Thursday 19 December School closes for Christmas 2.00pm
Monday 6 January

School reopens

Farewell
We say farewell to two of our kitchen staff this term
as Julie Upton and Ann Freeman retire from service
having worked in the kitchen for 24 and 6 years
respectively. That’s a lot of lettuce and roast
potatoes! Thank you for all that you have done!

Sports Kit
Thank you to everyone who collected stickers from
Aldi as part of their Kit for
Schools campaign. We will be
receiving two kits in the spring
for use at lunchtimes and these
will help to make the
playground a more active and
fun place to be.

Christmas dinner
Over 400 Christmas meals were served on
Wednesday as Kate and her team did a
brilliant job in the kitchen. The food was
fantastic, the behaviour was wonderful and
the jokes were terrible (truly!) What’s
brown and walks secretly around the house
at Christmas? Mince spies!!

