
Newsletter  

Overthorpe Road, 
            Banbury, 

OX16 4SB 

      Tel:01295262507 

office.3262@st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk  

Head Teacher: 

Neil Blackwell 

 

  10th January 2020 

 

Happy New Year 

A warm welcome back to school and the start of a brand new decade! We hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas 

break and look forward to working with you again this New Year, building upon the successes of the autumn term. 

School Christian Vision 

We’ve recently revisited our School Vision to link it more closely to the Bible. 

As a Church School, St Leonard’s provides love, care and support for all its families,    

nurturing children as individuals and as learners, so that they are able to become       

valuable citizens within wider society; preparing children for “life in all its                      

fullness”   (John 10:10)  

Our vision goes hand in hand with our Christian values of Love, Respect and Responsibility which the children know well. It 

also fits with all the work which we have done on Growth Mindset, Building Learning Power and Aspirations, designed to 

develop character, resilience and purpose. 

Together all these things help to develop the ‘whole child’ – their head, their heart, their brain. School is about friendship 

and achievement, always helping others and making sure to do the best that you can. We are proud of our children and, 

with your support and encouragement, we want them all to have as many opportunities as possible and to live “life in all its 

fullness”. 

Attendance 

The New Year is a great chance to ‘start again’ with attendance and to aim for 100% this term! In Term 2 171 children 

achieved 100% and achieved a Gold attendance award with a further 71 children achieving the school 96%+ target and 

receiving a Silver award. Overall attendance for the school was 96.66% from September to Christmas which is very           

encouraging. 

September places 

We are nearing the closing date for parents to apply for a Reception class place for September 2020. The deadline to      

submit an application is Wednesday 15 January 2020 and this year we were over-subscribed. Please remind friends or    

neighbours who are hoping for a place that they must apply in order to secure a place.  

Thank you for your generosity at our Christmas productions where we raised £281.32 for the Banbury Young 

Homelessness Project. This is a clear demonstration of our school community working to support the wider 

local community. 

 
 
Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 



                                                 

On 12 December Dance Club took part in the 

Dance Festival at the New Theatre, Oxford. Their 

performance was of a really high quality and a 

credit to the school and the hard work of Mrs 

Lacey, our choreographer!              

Parking  

Monday 13 January  Nursery and Reception Library 

    Open Week 

Tuesday 14 January  Year 1 and 2 Library Open Week 

Wednesday 15 January  Year 3 and 4 Library Open Week 

Thursday 16 January  Year 5 and 6 Library Open Week  

Tuesday 21 January  Year 2 Learning Morning 

Thursday 6 February  Year 6 Learning Afternoon 

Friday 7 February   Year 4 trip to Whipsnade Zoo 

Friday 14 February  Take One Picture walking gallery 

 

 

A reminder to please park courteously and safely outside 

the school. We have had a number of complaints from res-

idents at the back of the school in Beaulieu Close where 

this is a particular concern. Maybe this is a good time to 

remind you of WOW – Walk Once a Week to school. Lots 

of our children join in and there are some lovely badges to 

win. By making one less car journey to school we can make 

a real difference to the local environment and also to the 

health of our children. 

 

                                                                                 

         

   Dates for your diary 

Learning Links 

CLUBS 

Find out what is happening in our church by    

going to their website:  http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

 

 

It’s Open Week in our Library next week. There is a huge range of 

books to choose from, of all styles and tastes, and what a wonderful 

way to spend these dark evenings tucked up with a book. A free 

treat to everyone who takes out a book! 

 

Monday – Nursery and Reception 

Tuesday – Years 1 and 2 

Wednesday – Years 3 and 4 

Thursday – Years 5 and 6 

 

Library Open Week  

Lights, Camera, Action!    

             

Well done to all of Years 1 and 2 for a fantastic Christmas performance 

which presented the Christmas story in an updated ‘Strictly’ format! It was 

great fun and very entertaining. 

Oxford Dance Festival  

 

                           

There is lots of learning planned for this term and you can get an overview from the Learning Journey attached. It’s the 

Take One Exhibition on 14 February and it will take a slightly different format this year, being based in the classrooms  so 

that you can tour the school. There are also lots of visitors planned: the fire service has already visited Year 5 and 6 this 

week and it will be the turn of Year 1 soon; Newlyweds will be visiting Year 2 to design and make food products, and Year 4 

are visiting Whipsnade Zoo.  

Learning Journey  


