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This week has been Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme has 
been about bravery and the children have been challenged to ‘find their brave’. 
Being brave can be about big things, but it’s often about little things which happen 
every day. Very often it’s just a case of trying something again if you didn’t get it 
right first time (our children are good at this and it’s called Flearning – learning 
from failing). Sometimes it is is about sharing worries or asking others for help.    
All children have someone who they can talk to at school if they have a problem. 
We hope that they are able to share things at home, too.  

                       
The SCIB group continues to work hard to keep children safe in Banbury and the    
latest newsletter is attached which shows some examples of the work completed in 
the autumn term. This term the focus is Internet Safety and next Tuesday, 11        
February, is Safer Internet Day with the theme  “Together for a Better Internet”.  All 
the children will be learning about ways to stay safe online.  

 

Collective Worship 

Thank you to all the parents who joined us this week for collective     
worship led by Year 1 and Year 4. Both classes focused upon the Creation 
story from the Bible and there were some thoughtful reflections and 
prayers.  

We also had a visitor on Thursday, Redhwan, who spoke to us about his 
Muslim faith and how important our school values of love, respect and 
responsibility are in Islam as well as Christianity. I cannot tell you how 
proud I was to see all our children joining in with Worship together. 

Take One Picture 

Our annual art exhibition is always very popular and this year it takes a slightly different format. You’ll be able to walk 

through the school looking at the artwork on display in each classroom, with Reception and Key Stage 1 opening first at 

3.00pm and Key Stage 2 (Years 3 to 6) from 3.15pm. It’s bound to get congested in doorways so please be patient and take 

your time to enjoy the artwork which the children have worked so hard to produce. 

Shrove Tuesday   

It will soon be Lent again and a chance to enjoy some pancakes on Shrove Tuesday (25 February). Make sure to have a 

school dinner that day and join in the fun! 

 

Best wishes, 

Neil Blackwell 

From the Head Teacher 

 

 



Tuesday 11 February     Year 5 Learning Afternoon 

Wednesday 12 February    Year 3 Learning Afternoon 

Wednesday 12 February    Movie Night 

Thursday 13 February         Movie Night 

FriFriday 14 February     Take One Picture walking 
       gallery 

Friday 14 February     Year 6 Learning Afternoon 

Friday 14 February     Take One Picture walking gallery 

 

                                                                                 

 

   Dates for your diary ... 

Music School  

                        
We’ve had notice of an exciting opportunity for children to join the Saturday morning Music Centre in Banbury, at St 
Mary’s School from 9.00-10.30am. The Centre currently runs an orchestra open to woodwind (including recorders), 
brass and strings (violin, viola, cello and double bass) with players from beginner level to more advanced, with parts 
adapted to suit each player. They welcome players who learn through school,privately or are self-taught. 

The orchestra plays a diverse range of music from classical to pop and film music. There is a concert coming up in March at 
St Mary’s Church featuring some exciting special guests so now is the perfect time to join! Joining the centre costs £52 per 
ten-week term.  To apply, contact music.service@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

Year 2 enjoyed a visit from Newly Weds on  Thursday 

and everyone had a chance to find out how bread is 

made and to knead some dough. There is a competition 

for the children now to design a special type of fish    

finger and the winning product will be made at the    

factory and served to the children soon. Can’t wait! 
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Year 1 have had some important visitors this 

week, with visits from both the police and 

the fire service. The children have learnt 

how to contact services in an emergency 

and what to do to stay safe in the event of a 

fire – “stay low and go, go, go!” Some      

children even got to sit in a fire engine! 

Find out what is happening in 

our church by going to their 

website:                              

http://saintleonards.org 

St Leonard’s Church 

 

               
“Many little things light up hungry little minds. Kids take everything in, and even the smallest things 
you do with them can make a big difference. 

They love it when you chat, play and read with them, even when they’re too young to understand 
everything. Whatever the time and wherever you are, you can turn almost  anything into a game. 

And every little thing you do together will help set them up nicely for the day they start school.” 

This is an excerpt from the Website for Hungry Little Minds, a well recommended place to look for ideas for games and  
activities to do with young children, from newborn to the age of 5. https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/ It’s also 
available as an App and they’ll send you through ideas and videos to get you started! 

Hungry Little Minds 

Emergency Services 

 

Monday 17 February      Half Term break starts 

Wednesday 19 February     New Year Wishes Grimsbury 
       Community Centre 11-2 

Monday 24 February     School reopens 

Tuesday 25 February     World Thinking Day        
        (Brownies, Cubs etc) 

   Continued ... 

Newly Weds 


