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From the Head Teacher

SIAMS Inspection
We were delighted that the recent Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools (SIAMS) report recognised that
this is a Good Church School.








Christian values are very strongly embedded
There is a strong sense of unity and team
Standards of behaviour and attendance are high
Pupils enjoy school and feel safe and loved
The curriculum is rich and vibrant and offers inspirational experiences to broaden the lives of all pupils
Pupils of all abilities are experiencing success
Children are raising their aspirations and growing as responsible, young citizens who care about their world

We are very proud of our children, parents and staff. Together we are living out our Christian vision and preparing children
for “Life in all its fullness”.
Attendance
Overall attendance for Term 3 was 95.05%, a decrease on the autumn term. Year 1 in particular seemed to get loads of
bugs so hopefully the half term break has helped them to clear! Nevertheless an impressive 157 children achieved 100%
attendance for the term –well done!
Sadly we have had to issue five fines for holidays or poor attendance since September. Absence without good reason is
damaging to your child’s progress and their long-term future if sustained over a long period.
SATs afternoon
There was a good turnout at our second SATs meeting of the year and we are grateful to parents for
their support as we get ready for the tests in May. A reminder that SATs week is w/c 11 May and we
expect every child to attend every day that week. Absences will not be authorised.
Coronavirus
A general reminder please about the need to carry tissues and frequently wash hands as
the best way of avoiding viruses of all kinds. The DfE is contacting schools regularly and the
risk of coronavirus is still said to be mild at this stage with no reported cases locally at
present. Latest advice from Public Health England is attached.
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Life in all its fullness
Science Week
This week, we have had our annual Science Week. We started off with a whole
school investigation: how far can you stretch a Curly Wurly chocolate bar?
Children worked in small groups to plan and carry out the investigation, with the
winning Year 4 team managing to stretch a Curly Wurly to an impressive 3 metres
and 94.5cm! The children then wrote up their results, as a whole school writing
task.
We welcomed Science Oxford to our school on Tuesday. Reception and KS1 children all took part in science workshops,
making Rocket Mice, whilst KS2 children watched a fascinating science show, that incorporated magnets, forces and
chemical reactions. We would like to thank the PTFA for paying for the Science Oxford visit and you can find out more
about visiting them in Oxford at www.scienceoxford.com
Each class has been carrying out a range of different scientific investigations this week and there are photos on the Class
Dojo pages. Well done to all the children who have been taking part
in the Crest Science Challenge.
Super Heroes
Mrs Pendle and Miss Postlethwaite showed their true identities
before half term: Batwoman and Supergirl! The children had a
wonderful day being Super Heroes and even had a Super Hero
party.
Take One Picture

There was some fantastic art work on display
in all year groups in our exhibition, and we
were very grateful to all the parents who
spared time to see their child’s work. Some
even toured the whole school!

Book Fair
There is lots going on next week including a Sponsored Read, promoted by the School Council.
We’re hoping to raise money for our classroom reading areas so everyone will benefit as they pass
through school.
Book Fair arrives on Wednesday and a great opportunity to buy books for pleasure or for a special
occasion. It is World Book Day on Thursday and children can come to school dressed as a book character. Why not do
something ‘booky’ at home also?!

Continued ...

Dates for your diary ...

Friday 20 March `

Mother’s Day tea

Monday 2 March

Book Week starts

Thursday 26 March

PTFA discos

Wednesday 4 March

Book Fair starts

Tuesday 31 March

Year 3 and 4 production 7.00pm

Wednesday 4 March

Holy Communion Years 5 and 6

Wednesday 1 April

Year 3 and 4 production 2.00pm

Wednesday 4 March

Year 4 Learning Afternoon 3.00pm

Thursday 2 April

Year 2 Easter Service
St Leonard’s Church 2.00pm

Thursday 5 March

World Book Day – dress up as
a book character

Monday 9 March

Year 6 Family Meals Week

Friday 13 March Sports Relief – dress up as a sporting hero

St Leonard’s Church

Find out what is happening in our church by going
to their website: http://saintleonards.org

