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From the Head Teacher

World Book Day

The whole school had a fantastic day on World Book Day with everyone joining in the
fun. Mrs Philpott’s inflatable smurf costume had to be seen to be believed!
There were some brilliant ‘book in a jar’ entries which made it almost impossible to
judge, but the winners were: Holli (Harry Potter), Emily (Diary of a Wimpy Kid), and
Evie (Matilda). 7 other entries were highly commended and they each get to choose a
book from the Book Fair.
The teachers organised a recommended reads assembly and shared with children
books which they thought they would enjoy.
Thank you to everyone who has visited the Book Fair. It remains open on Monday and
Tuesday next week, straight after school, and of course the library is open every day except Thursday.
500 Words Competition
Likewise, there were some incredible stories submitted for the 500 words competition, which had Miss Moon in fits of
laughter. Eventually we shortlisted 10 stories which we then whittled down to 4 winners, whose stories have been
published on the school website:
KS1 Prize Maryam, KS2 prize Imaan,
Runners up Geoff and Veronika,
Highly commended Noah, Megan, Harrison, Emily, Thyub and Isaac.
Well done to the other 46 amazing entries!
Best wishes,
Neil Blackwell

Learning Journey

“.

This term’s Learning Journey is attached. Year 1 have already collected lots of old teddies and will be visiting Banbury
Museum to look at all the old toys. Year 2 are taking ‘One Small Step’ towards space and finding out all about the moon
landings. Year 3 are finding out about the human body and life in the Bronze Age and Iron Age. Year 4 are studying
mountains and creating stories set on a mountain. Year 5 are being inspired by the book Holes by Louis Sacher and finding
out all about Texas! Year 6 are looking at the Home Front – what life was like in Banbury during World War 2.

WOW
Thank you to everyone who supports the WOW initiative – Walking Once a Week to school. On average, WOW schools see
a 30% reduction in car journeys taken to the school gate and a 23% increase in walking rates. It helps reduce car parking
issues and is a healthy start to the day. Keep collecting the badges!
Meanwhile, if you do drive, please park considerately, especially around Beaulieu Close. We’ve had a number of reports of
driveways being blocked and it’s been suggested that vehicle registrations will be reported to the police. We don’t want to
ruin relationships with our neighbours.

Mosque community support
The Mosque now runs a Hygiene Bank as well as a Food Bank. In order to access it you need a referral from the Citizens
Advice Bureau and then goods are ready for collection between 11 and 12 on a Saturday morning.
They also organise a Homework Club on Thursdays between 7 and 9 pm, with laptops available to complete homework if
you don’t have access at home or if you just need a bit of peace and quiet.

CAMHS
We recently had a visit to assembly from the Mental Health Support Team and they were very impressed that our children
knew how to ask for help if they needed it. Every classroom now has a Worry Monster and there are opportunities to talk
about emotions and feelings at circle time, in PSHE and in Nurture.
It’s not always so easy for adults but if you have concerns about your child’s emotional or mental health then the CAMHS
website is a good place to start with lots of practical ideas and ways to access support https://www.oxfordhealth.nhs.uk/
camhs/oxon/

Dates for your diary ...
Monday 9 March

Year 6 Family Meals Week

Monday 9 March

Prayer Space Week

Friday 13 March

Sports Relief – dress up as a
sporting hero

Friday 20 March

Mother’s Day tea

Thursday 26 March

PTFA discos

Tuesday 31 March

Year 3 and 4 production 7.00pm

Wednesday 1 April

Year 3 and 4 production 2.00pm

Thursday 2 April

Year 2 Easter Service St Leonard’s
Church 2.00pm

St Leonard’s Church
Find out what is happening in our church by going to their
website:
http://saintleonards.org

Coronavirus
The advice remains broadly the
same as last week. We have
provided hand sanitiser in the
classrooms and children have
been reminded to wash their
hands frequently, for 20 seconds using soap. This is
deemed the most effective way or reducing the spread of
viruses in general.

